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PREFACE. 


pj'HESE Memohs were originally col- 
, leCted, with a view to publication ; 
but, a reludance to the difclofure of anec- 
dotes and fads relative to fo many 'dlftin- 
guilhed living charaders,. induced me l:o 
poftpone the accomplifhment of my in- 
tention, to a diftant period. • The lapfe 
of more than twenty years has fully eman- 
cipated me from tliofe reftraints 3 the de- 
ceafe of the King of .Poland, and of the 
Archduchefs Chiiftiha, both which took 
place during the courfe of laft year, having- 
withdrawn ' the ' only remaining impedi- 
' ' A 2 
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meats to their appearance. The dcpofition, 
added to the misfortunes of Stanidaua 
rcndui-d him peculiarly iacred , and had 
he been (Itll alive, 1 Ihould vet have de- 
layed publifhinj^ thclc Memo ri 

Hon ever remote the time ma) appear 
fmec the) tve'c nntten, I have ftiUchofcn 
to be wholly filent on many pdints, equally 
curious and imerefUng The {jcrfonagcs 
tliemfiJvcs, to vTiom tint reroarh npplies, 
are qither dead, or forgdttcn , and mouses 
of refpefl; induce me to let them remain 
in obhs ion. 

In iinseiling the errors, or difclofing the 
foibles, of Pniicc.. and of Minidcrs, s c 
miiH confidcr them as incident to the ftail- 
ues and infirmities, infeparable from human 
iialiirc Hut, their grcatell faults ssill be 
cbliteratcJ, s hen qoropared vsitli the atro- 
cities, 
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cities, and contiafted with the excefles, 
of the prefent felf-created Sovereigns of 
France. 

I 

How moderate will appear the ambition 
of Jofeph the Second, in the affair of the 
Bavarian fucceffion ; and how mild muft be 
accounted the moft defpotic ads of Fre- 
deric, towards the Saxons, or the Poles; 
on a comparifon with the flagitious enor- 
mities now committed, under the banner of 
Liberty and Equality, in Switzerland, in 
Rome, and in Piedmont ' Even in their 
mofl;^ arbitrary proceedings, Jofeph and 
Fredeiic refpeded the rights of human 
nature^ of religion, and of nations. In 
the condud of the “ Diredory,” we ex- 
perience their emancipation from all re- 
ftraints of private honor, of public faith, 
and of moial obligation. They have made 
the befl; apology for defpotifm, as well 

A 3 ^ as 
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as for fuptrfbtion , and have compelled 
us to look back with envy or regret, to 
ages of tlie earth, whieh tlic philofophy 
of the prefent time has endeavoured to re- 
prcfcDt, as only dcfervmg of oblivion, or 
tvorthy of compaffion. 

CnuTtitritLit Stkiit 
Bs»«tcT SQi»A».r» 

1799 
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LETTER I. 

Anecdoies of Frederic the Second, Landgrave 'of 
Hejfe, — Hanover. — EleSfrefs , Sophia. — Sophia 
Dorothea, Pi incefs of Zell, wife to George the 
Ftrji. — Relation of the piincipal circumjlances 
^ attending her imprifonment, and the death of 
Count Konigfmark. — E\aminatwn of that tranf 
adion. — Particidars of the lajl illnefs and death 
of King George the Ftrji. 

Hano^fr, Sept 9, 1777. 

E line of inquiry and refearch 
which you fo warmly recommended 
to me at my leaving England, is undoubt- 
edly far more interefting, as well as im- 
portant, than' the defeription of palaces and 
cities. But, it is likewife more difficult, 
and in fome refpedts I might add, more 
' invidious. 'Rings .and minifters aie neither 
VOL. I. B as 
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( Stats ty Affatrj^at< 7 i£tina*"'^ - j Page'380 
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' Paia^ ~-t^RuinoUi CantGitcn cf Cfacow . — 

' Pdtjh Dr^i ■ — Mamaso T'^tvtii}^ — Staps^ of 
PalSTd ^Enterprices tf Chsify^ and pit IPtfeiico 
sf ihoCaJikpf Cracow —Mmct of Tteli^ 
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LETTER I. 

Ajiecdoies of Frcdenc the Second^ Landgrave of 
Ucjfe. — Haj2over. — Eledfrefs Sophia. — Sophia 
Dorothea Ft incefs of Zell, wife to Geoigc the 
Firjl.— Relation of the principal circumjlances 
attending her imprifonment, and the death of 
Count Konigfmark. — E\ammatton of that tranf- 
adlion. — Particulars of the lajl illnefs and death 
of King George the Firji, 

Hano^fr, Sept 9, 1777. 

T -H E line of inquir)>' and refearch 
whicli you fo warmly recommended 
to me at my leaving England, is undoubt- 
edly far more interefting, as well as im- 
portant, tlian the defcriptioji of palaces and 
cities, Byt, it is likewife more difficult, 
and in fome refpedts I might add, more 
invidious. Kings -and minifters are neither 
VOL. I. B as 
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as accefflble as the buildings they inhabit, 
hor can we wifli to fpeak of them while 
ahve, with the fame freedom “ Pencu- 
“ Io& plenum opus Alem, hiftonam fut 
“ tempons fcnhere ” Even Bumct and 
Clarendon, who wrote of the events of 
their own times, did not efcapc the penalty 
infeparable from fuch an attempt. I am 
however, on the other hand, fenlible, that 
It 1 ! only from cotcmporarv authority 
we can derive the moft authentic, as well 
as cunous materials of hiftory ITie 
minute and perfonal anecdotes of illuf- 
tnous men foon fade under the touch 
of time, and are obliterated In order to 
be prcferved and tranfmitted to poftenty, 
they mull be colIcQcd at the moment 
The letters which ,1 propofe to addrefr to 
you, from the vanous courts which I may 
chance to vifit while on the conunent, will 
therefore be direfted, though not exclu- 
fisely, yet in a peculiar manner, to that 
objefr If fomctimca, when fnrveying 
fecnes or countnes remote from the com- 
mon trach, I may feem to deviate from my 

original 
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brig’inat defign, the digreffion will only be 
iliort. 

I {hall pafs over the time that elapfed 
between my landing at Calais eaily in July, 
and 'my artiv^ll at this place, as fuinifliing 
little towards my prefent defign j and I 
{hall theiefote, neither detain you at Ant- 
werp, at the Hague, nor on the Rhine. 
Remounting that river from DulTeldoif to 
Mentz, I crolTed the dominions of Helfe, to 
CalTel. The Lindgtave may be accounted 
bne of the richell, as well as motl powerful 

i, ^ ’ 

-Princes of the German Empire, after the 
temporal Ele£^Ors ; the Dukes of Wirtem- 
berg and of Mecklenburg Schwerin alone, 
among the Princes of the fecond order,- 
can conteft with him in extent of terri^- 
tory, in revenues, and in political im- 
poitance. 

Frederic the Second, reigning Landgrave 
of Heife CalTel, is at this time about lifty- 
feven years of^ age, of a middle {ize in- 
clining to robufl;, and of a manly figure. 
Over his uniform he, mfually wears the 

B 2 Oi der 
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Order of Ae Garter ,'bnf, hiS treatrnent of 
the Landgravine Jus firft wife, who was a 
daughter oEGeorge the Second, ijid nbt tend 
to cement the alliance \Fhith he hadi formed 
■withi the Kfng of Great Britain, r dllhey 
j Were feparat^d from each other i during 
manyiyears, , Tho infelicity of his "firft 
nuptials, has not however 'prevented him 
from contraamg, a fecond rpamagi^j gs 
ifoon as the negelliuy /onus of decorum 
permitted , Captivated ^by the attraOionB 
of tl^e Pnneefa of. Brandenburgh Schwedt, 
he elpoufed her aboutfonr years ago ^She 
as a collateral defeendant of the,Pruffian 
Houfe,.iiiid isftiU at this time a very beau- 
tiful woman. But, the Landgrave feema 
cither pot deftiued or not calculated, ,for 
matrimonial happinefs They live in, a 
fbte of alienation and eftrangement, m 
the fame palace and capital, without ilfue, 
or almoft intcrcourfe ot any kind. 

For this dometlic tpiafortunc, he confoles 
himfelf m the fociety of Mademoifelle 

F , Vihofe perfonal charms arc pomted 

by 
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by all the fafciiiatmg coquetiy of a Parifian 
education. She ^vas mifticfs to the Duke 
dc Bouillon, and ai rived here only three 
months fince. Two thoufand Louis-d’ois 
were allowed her, for the cxpences of her 
journey fiom Paiis to Caflcl ; and her actual 
eftabliflimcnt falls little.fliort of fix thoufand 
pounds a-ycar. As if all thefe leinuncra- 
tions were below her merit, Hie is treated 
with hill more flattering marks of dillinc- 
tion. At the public theatre her box is 
placed' clofe to the ftage, in a confpicuous 
part of the houfe. I faw her theic lafl; 
nighty when the Landgrave and Landgravine 
were prefent at the performance. This 
contempt of decency, fo^ repugnant to our 
manners, is not uncommon in the German 
Courts, and derives a fort of fandtion from 
cuilom. 

Caflfel is in many refpedfs a beautiful 
city, and embelliflred with fome magni- 
ficent buildings. Hanover prefents the 
image of departed greatnefs; palaces without 

. . . I / i * 

inhabitants, a capital without trade, and an 

B 7 , - Tier- 
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EleCtbrafe without a Sovef cign It is pnn-* 
pipally by the TecoUeOjon of what it was, 
that Hancrver coutinuea to intercft an ofr 
dinary traveller Tp an EnghChman it 
pSers many curious fubjefls pf yeflcSion, - 
connefled with hiSory I Iludy the local 
fcenery with pleafure, por have I been left 
attentive to collefl fome of the anecdotes, 
which tradition Hill prefervea relative tP 
the Eledtoral Family At the palace of 
Herenhaufen, yefterday, a grey-headed dor 
melhc of fourfcore, pointei} opt to me the 
precrfe fpot in the gardens, where the old 
Eleflrefs Sophia, wife of Emell Auguftus, 
dropped down and expired That event 
happened in the beginnipg of June 1714, 
not eight weeks before the (leath of Queen 
Anne. 1 perfectly rememher,’* faid he 
to me, “ the evening, which tvaS uncom- 
** monly fercne and fnc. The EleCtrels 
“ appeared to be in perfcCl health, not- 
“ withllanding her advanced penod of life 
f‘ She had dined in public j and, invited by 
the beputy of the weather, rvtJhed out, 

“ jiccom- 
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accompanied by the ladies and principal 
perfons compofing her court. Suddenly, 
without any appaient caufe or attack, 
“ Ihe exclaimed, ‘ It rains ! it rains ’ ^ 
“ and running aciofs the garden, Ihe foon 
“ funk dov.m, clofc to a little alcove about 
two hundred yaids ftom the palace, 
wheie in the fpace of a few minutes fire 
“ breathed her laft without pang or (?f- 
fort.” 

Her deftiny was a wery lingular one. 
The youngeft daughter of the exiled and 
unfortunate Elector Palatine, King of Bo- 
hemia ; brought up in adverfity and priva- 
tions I married to a German Prince of the 

A 

family of Brunfwick, who had then no 
profpe£t of becoming the head of his 
Houfe ; called in the evening of life, by a 
wonderful concurrence of circumftances, 
to the Englifh Xucceflion, from which Ihe 
' was apparently removed by her birth to an 
incalculable diftance 5 furviving that event 
above thirteen years, and at lad can led off 
by death, at the very moment when llie 

B 4 mud 
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muft have afcended the Bntifh throne 
fuch 'were the outhnea of her hiftory Wc 
know, that though above eighty at the 
time of her deceafe, flic felt none of the 
infirmities of age , and that far from re- 
garding with mdiffcrence the crown which 
awaited her, {he anticipated with anxiety 
the accomphfliment of fo great an expcG- 
ation. It wduld have been a fingnlar 
fpeilacle, to have beheld the grand-daughter 
of Jdmes the Firft quitung Hanov'er at more 
thafa fourfeore years of age, embarking for 
hermew domimons, and alTuming the reitis 
of govemmentj at a time when other 
princes are ufually incapacitated for all tht 
funibons of royalty 

My rcfcarches have however, been more 
particularly direfled to another Pnneefs of 
the tlefloral Family, lefs generally known 
than Sophia I mean, the wife of George the 
Flrfl , for flic was never acknowledged ^ 
Queen of England, or even as Eleflrefs of 
Hanover She is in faff only remerribered 
by fomc impcrfe£t traditions of her gal- 
lantry 
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lahtr)^ and her misfortunes. The greater 
part of, her life was paffed in a fort of 
melancholy fequeftration, at the Caftle of 
Ahlden, in the Duchy of ZelL As only 
perfons of inferior condition weie admitted 
to fee her, during' the lefidence which Ihe 
made there, it is very difficult to afcertain 
with certainty the principal circumftances 
of her hiftory. Even relative to the 
charge of infidelity brought againft her, it 
is not eafy to fupport by fa'fts any decided 
opinion. Her innocence is matter of in- 
ference and belief, more than of pofitive 
' proof. I have converfed with many per- 
fons who recolledt her death, though 
fcaicely with any who ever faw her. On 
the nature of her connection with Count 
Konigfmark, and on the particulars of his 
dif appearance^ I have in a peculiar manner 
' endeavoured to obtain accui ate information. 
But, over this tianfaCtion fo myfterious a 
veil has been drawn, that no cotempoi'ary 
teftimody or evidence, on which implicit 
reliance can be placed, is now to be pro- 

cured. 
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cured The Court of Hanorer, as might 
paturally be espedled, was deCrous t6 fup- 
prefs as much as poflible, every thing Rela- 
tive to the Pnacefe and her pretended lover 
Even the name of Konigfmark was not 
mentioned without repugnance, tiU wtlhip 
the laft twenty years. 

Various portraits of Sophia Dorothea, 
the wife gf George thfe Firft, ftill exift in the 
palace here at HanoVer, as well as in that 
of Herenhaufen I have ftudied them with 
attention and if I were compelled to name 
any perfon now living, to whom they bear 
a particular rcfcmblancc, I fliould fay it 
was to the celebrated Mrs Diaper, bet- 
ter knov/n under the name of Sterne a 
“ Elixa but, the Pnneefs was unqueilion- 
ably h) far the mod beautiful of the two 
women. In a very capital pidhirc of her, 
which llnick me y eflerday at Heicnhaufcn, 
the appears to be in the bloom of youth 
The contour of her facets more round than 
or al, the features regular, and their expref- 
fiqn gay, plcsling, and animated. Her 

fj'et 
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iyes are hazel, paid her brown hair plays 

negligently over her fotehead. The painter 

/ 

has dreffed her in a lilac-coloured veil 

f. 

richly embroidered, which is clofely fitted 
to her body, and calculated to difplay the 

A 

delicacy of her fhape. Over her left 
{houlder is buckled a bli^e mantle, adorned 
with flower- de-luces 5 and behind her Hands 
a negro ■girl, who holds out to her a fcarlet 
riband. ' This portrait was probably done 
foon after her maniage in 1682, when flie 
was about feventeen, and cannot be con- 
fidered without emotions of concern for 
her fubfequeht fate. I fliall now endeavour , 
to throw together the mofl: material fadts 
relative to her, which I have colledled at 
■various times, here, a^ well as in other parts 
of the empire. They will ferve at leafl: to 
give fome general information^, on ^hicfi 
to form an opinion refpedting that unfor- 
tunate Princefs, 

'Her father, George William, Duke of 
Brunlwick Lunenbuig and' Zell, was an 
plder brother of Erneft Auguftus, Duke of 

Hanover, 
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Hanover, who tnained Soplna, diughter of 
the King and Queen 6f Bohemia. George 
William was one of .the tnoft diflingmthed 
Pnnccs of his time, and not lefs knp wn by hia 
talents for war, than by his pohtical ahditie^ 
in peace He checked the career of Loms the 
Fourteenth’s arms, at a moment when they 
were every where vidlorions, by defeating 
Marlhal Crequi at Confarhruck, in 1675, and 
by taking him pnfoner afterwards m the aty 
of Treves. In the decline of life, his pro- 
found judgment, added to his aealous pro- 
teffion of the Proteftanl Rehgion, rendered 
him the oracle of all the adherents to that 
faith, and the declared enemy of France. 
It was to the Duke of Zell, that William, 
Pnnee of Orange, ufually had recourfc for 
advice, in great or delicate emergencies, and 
before he ventured to embark for England, 
in 16S8, on the expedition againft James, 
the Second, he confulted George William m 
perfm A range of rooms in the Gallic of 
Zell, is tlill called the Pnnee of Orange’s 
apartments, from havmg been frequently 

inhabited 
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inhabited by him, and appiopiialed to his 
nfe. Even in the adl of fucceffion, which 
called the Houfe of Hanover to the Britidi 
throne, William was unqueftionably ac- 
tuated in part by friendfliip for the Duke 
of Zell j whofc defeendants, immediate and 
collateral, were thereby eventually laifed 

fiom German Princes of the fecond order, 
« * 

t-. 

to the rank of Kings. 

George William, after having pafTed the 
meridian of life in celibacy, became at 
the age of forty, deeply enamouicd with 
Eleanor Defmier, a young lady whom he 
faw by accident at Breda in Holland. Her 
father, Alexander Defmier, was a French 
gentleman, of antient and honourable de- 
feent, Lord of Olbreufe in the province of 
- Poitou. Being a Flugonot, he had quitted 
his native country, on account of the perfe- 
cution to which he was liable for his reli- 
gious opinions. If we may believe tradi- 
tion, Mademoifelle d’Olbieufe vras not'fo 
dazzled with the conqueft ^vhich her 
charms had effedted, as to foiget the dif- 

proportion 
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Jjroporuon of rahL and birth between hef 
and her lover She did ^ not yield to his 
addreffee, till convinced by time, of the 
fincentjr, aa well aS the tvdrmtli of his af- 
fedhon In thfc tnamage contrafl, flie was 
ijualified “ Couhtelfl of Haiburg,” it not 
being in the DnLe of Zell s power, accord- 
ing to the forma of' the Gefman jutifpnl* 
dence, to elevate lier to the dignity of a 
■Pnneefa of the Empire, though he could 
mate her his legitimate wife. JBut, at his 
foliatation feme years afterwards, the Ema 
perocl-eopold raifed her to that eminence, 
4nd (he was then uruverfally recognized as 
iDUchcfs of Bruafwick-Zell 

Sophia Dorothea, the only itfue of 
George Wilhara by MademoifcUe d’OI- 
breufe, was born in t666, and at an early 
age Was promifcd in tnamage to Augullus 
Eredenc, fon of Anthony Ulnc, Duke of 
BrunfwicL Wolfenbuttel But, this young 
Pnnee, who exated great etpcQations, was 
cut off when only nineteen, having died 
in confequcncc of the wounds which he 

received 
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l^celvod at the liege of PhiUplburg in 167^. 
Emeft Auguftiis, Duke of Hanover, pre- 
furiiptive heir^to his brother George Wil- ^ 
liam in the D-uchy of Zell; as a mafcullnc 
fief; Was likewife defirous of fecuring the 
allodial or perfonal inheritance of the elder 
branch, of his' family. He demanded 
therefore, the Piincefs Sophia. Dorothea in 
marriage for his eldefi: 'fon’ George Louis, - 
Hereditary Prince of Hanover, The Duke 
of Zell confented to the propofal ; but, it is 
univerfally aflerted that neither the Duchefs 
his wife, nor the young Princefs herfelf, 
'fubmicted to it without great reludlance 
and confiderable oppofition. The nuptials 
were neverthelefs folemnized in November 
16S2. In the following year Ihe brought 
into the world a fon', who was afterwards 
King George the Second. His biith was 
followed by a daughtei, who by her mar- 
riage with Frederick William the Firfi, be- 
came Queen of Prufiia. 

But, the union of the Princefs of Zell 
with the Hereditary Prince of Hanover, 

though 
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though fruitful, was by no means 'happy i 
It IS difficult to tnow , whether their in- 
iehcity refulted from natucd incompan- 
bJity of charaflet , whether it was pnu-i 
cipally produced by negleii on hu part , or 
whether it arofe from her fieart bemg pre- 
occupied by a pafTioo for another perfopj 
Tlie Court of Hanoi er wis at that penod, 
one of the mofl fplcndid, gallaht,-and pohth- 
ed, of any m the German Empire, orin the 
North of Europe Erneft Auguftus himfelf 
avoiredly maintained n commerce of gal- 
lantry with the Countefrof Platen, a woman 
of beauty and accomplilhments, whofe in- 
fluence over him was m many refpeSt 
alraoft without bounds. Jdis fon, the Here- 
ditary Pnnee, imitated the example fet him , 
though he preferred Eot his iwfc, and mani- 
fefied towards her, fenuments of refpeft 
and confideration She feems on her part to 
liate been a high-fpinted -woman, of ftiong 
paffions, capable of the mofl, violent refolu- 
tions, and not fulficiently circiimfpeG In her 
conduQ, 11 hatever might be tlic purity of her 
intentions, 
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intentions, in ii fituatlon where calumny 
might fo eafily find fubjedt for attack. 

Among the ftiangeis of diftinftion who 
vifited the Couit of Hanovci, was Count 
Konigfmaik, a man whofe crimes, adven- 
tures, and tragical end, have rendered him 
too much known. He was by biith a 
Saxon, though his family was oiiginally 
fiom Sweden. Handfome in his perfon, 
captivating in his manners and addiefs, he 
was foimed to fucceed with women. He 

V 

had been eaily known by, and peculiaily 
acceptable to, the PfiJ^ncefs of Hanover, 
before her mariiage, when flie refided at 
^Zell in hei fathei’s palace. It is even 
'pretended, that fhe had retained a deep im- 
preffion of this paitiality foi the Count, 
which naturally revived on feeing him 
again. Konigfmaik, whatevei perfon al or 
- external graces he pofl'eiTed, was unquef- 
tionably a dilTolutc, unprincipled, enter- 
prizing man of pleafure, capable of the 
' greateft crimes in the puifuit or attainment 
of his views. He had travelled over Eu- 
VOL. I. C 
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rope, had feAn femce m vanoua coUntnet^ 
and dillmgmfhed iimfdf by his gallantry^ 
magnificence, and courage In Spam, where 
he had difplayed his addreis on public occa- 
fions, he was honoured by as pnbhc teftimo- 
nies of attachment, on the part of the ladies 
of the Court of hjadnd AVhen m England, 
under the reign of Charles the Second, 
he narrowly efcaped an ignominious exe- 
cution, for the murder of Mr Thynne, m 
1682 His accomplices, for it is impoflible 
to doubt that he employed or fubomed 
them, though the fa£l could not be judi- 
cially brought home to him , were ail exe- 
cuted at Tyburn, for that atrocious aiT 
He himfclf was referred for a deftiny 
hardly lels unfortunate, a few years later , 
and his name la now infeparably connedled 
■01th the Pnneefa of Hanover, Sophia 
Dorothea. 

The Pnnee her huthand, who ferved 
dunng more than one campaign, m the 
impenat army againft the Tnrhs, was fre- 
quently abfent from her, a circumftancc 

which 
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Tvliich naturally facilitated Konigfinaik’s 
accefs to the Piinccfs. it is iinqucllionablc 
that file entertained for liiin fentiments of 
the moft partial natuie, and that flic in- 
dulged them in a mannci, which, if not 
criininal, ivas at Icall impiudenl. She was 
accuftomed, two oi three times in a week, 
to feign an indirpofition, undci which pic- 
tence flic retired to her apaunicnt. Ko- 
nigfmaik wms then admitted ; they flipped 
togethci, and ufiially remained at table, or 
in converfation, till two or three o’clock in 
the morning. AVhen he retired, he dc- 
feended by a little private flaircafc, near 
the great gate of the Ducal Palace, which 
condudeed him into the town. 

Interviews of fiich a natuie, at fuch 
houis, and in the Princefs’s own apair- 
ments, imply great, and one may adtl, 
impioper intimacy, particularly, if Komgf- 
mark’s profligate charadler be rccollefled. 
It is even difficult at hrft fight, not to con- 
ned! with them the idea of a criminal con- 
nedtion. B,ut, on the othei hand^ there 

c 2 Is 
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IS neither any proof that they rvere fo in 
effefl, nor was any fueh proof ever at- 
tempted to be made out againft her, though 
her enemies -were deeply interelled to eda- 
hlilh the faS, if it had been poffible. In 
addition to this negative prefuraption in her 
favour, It la pofitivelv afferted that, during 
the time lahcn Kouigfmark was with her, 
they never remained alone together, one 
or more of her ladies of honour, and thofe 
of the mod unimpeached charaQers, being 
always prefent. The \ ery imprudence of 
admitting him to fueh interviews, feems to 
prove that they were innocent. Cnee it 
was impodible that they could be alto- 
gether concealed or unknown 

Unfortunately, feomgfmarUs perfon and 
accomphdiraents had made an imprelCon 
not only on the Princcfs, but on Madame 
dc Platen, midrefs of Lrncd Augudus. 
Whether, as is pretended, he had divulged 
the favours which flic conferred on him , 
or whether he had returned her partiality 
With indifference and contempt, is other 

perfons 
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peifons affiirc, it is ccitain that (lie deeply 
refented his bc]ia'\ioiii. Iiritatcd at liis 
preference foi tlic Princefs Sopliia Doiothca, 
of which file was well appiized, and Iiaving 
fet fpics to watch his motions, flie foon 
difeovered his lecict intemews witli her 
rival, of which flie gave infoimadon to the 
Duke of Hanover. It was natuial to fup- 
pofe that he vs'ould not tolciate them , and 
the Count foon aftciuaids icceivcd an in- 
direct, but pci emptory intimation, that his 
longer ftay at I-Ianoicr would be dif- 
pleafing. As lie delayed compliance with 
the injunction on vaiious pictences, it 
was reiterated. He therefore made public 
preparations for his depaitiiic, fixed the 
day and hour, ordeicd his pofl-hoifcs, and 
having commanded his fcivanls to expeCt 
him at three o’clock in the morning, he 
went privately to the Ducal Palace. The 
Princefs, under pretence of indifpofilion, 
admitted him as before to her apaitment, 
whete a fupper was ferved, and they re-*’ 

c 3 mained, 
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mamed for fome hours together, but, al- 
always company •with one or more of 
her ladies 

No fooner rm the Countefs of Platen 
appnzed that Konigfmark ■was in the 
Pnneefs’s chamber, than fhe inftantly ear- 
ned the intelhgence to the Duke, and re- 
prefented to bun the infolence of thus 
braving, if not diQionounng him in bia 
own palace. Profiting of his indignation, 
£hc induced him to give direflibns for 
pumihing the Count’s tementy, by an aft 
of immediate violence. It is doubtlefs to 
be lamented, that Emeft Augulhis fliould 
have fanftioned or authonfed an aflafli- 
natiou , for fuch it mufi be deemed but. 
It fliould Iikcwife be remembered that he 
%\ as a Sovereign Pnnee, and the provoca- 
tion V. as great, if he really believed Komgf- 
mark’s vifits to hts daughter-in-law to have 
been of a criminal nature. No appeal 
could he made to his fon, who was abfent 
in Hungary, and the Count was on the 

point 
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point of leaving Hanover. How far thefe 
confiderations may feem to palliate tlie aQij 
I leave others to determine. 

j 

A very general idea prevails throughout 
Germany, that Erneft Auguftus having 
caufed four of his guards to' put on malks, 
they by his order attacked Konigfmark, as 
he came out of the Princefs’s apartment, 
and killed him on the fpot. I faw this 
very morning, the place in the Electoral 
Palace, wheie tradition fays the Count 
fell. It is a paflage almoft deftitute of 
light, not above nine or ten paces in length, 
A door at one extremity opens into a 
I'aige handfome apartment, the firft of the 
range occupied by the Princefs of Hanover, 
and put of which Konigfnaik paffed^ when 
he quitted her on the night th^t he perilhed. 
At the other end is anol,her door, near a 
llaircafe, by which he was to have left the 
Palace. That this was' the fcene of his 
feizure, there is no doubt ; but, the means 
nfed to put him out of life were more 
fecret, though not lefs effedual, than open 
’ g 4 attack, 
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attack I fhall relate them from good iu- 

thonty 

Orders -were iflued on the part of the 
Duke of Hanover, to the foldier on guard 
at' the Palace gate, to flop Konigfmark, 
as he came down the private Ihurcafe 
beforementioned , to force him by menaces 
of immediate death to follow, and then 
to fhut him into a fubterranean vault 
or celfar, which was indicated The fol- 
dier punQually executed the commdllon, 
without knowing or fufpcaing the confe- 
quence It would feem that the Count 
neither made nor attempted refiflanCe , a 
fadt which proves either his want of 
courage, or of any means of defence , 
unlcfs we fuppofc that, confiding m lus 
innocence, he took no precaution for his 
fecunty, and was Unfurpiaous of an inten- 
tion to inteiyupt his pafiage oUt of the 
Palace. Tlic v ault into wluch the unfor- 
tunate K.onigfmark was forced, could at 
plcafurc be filled with water, by means of 
a pipe. It was in fadh a rcfcrvoir, and np 

fooncr 
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fooner was he iliut up, than theylmmer 
diately let in the water, and drowned him. 
His body on the enfuing morning was 
put into a heated oven, and the mouth of 
it bricked up, as the moft effedlual means 
of concealing the whole tranfadtion. 

But, though the precife nature of Ko- 
nigfmark’s death might not be immediately 
divulged ; his ' difappearance, and the 
anxious inquiries of his fervants, who after 
vainly feeking him through the city of 
HanoW, went -to the Ducal Palace, in 
order to obtain intelligence of his fate, 
fqon betrayed the fecret. It "v^-as fpeedily 
conveyed, to the Piincefs, who well-know- 
ing the irnplacable enmity of Madame- de 
Platen, made nb doubt that the Count had 
fallen a vidtini to her vengeance. Far froni 
fubmitting tamely to the power of Eineft 
Auguftus, fhe abandoned herfelf to- the 
rnoft immoderate tranfpoits of , refentraent 
and indignation. Neither his authority, 
,his prefence, nor his menaces, could fubdue 
her Ipirit. She treated him ,as a monfter 

'and 


V. 
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and an affaffin, declared that fhe would no 
longer remain among barbarians and mur- 
derers, and even appeared ready to 'mate 
fome attempt on her own life, m the 
violence of her dcfpair After fo pub- 
hc and fo fcandalous a breach, it became 
impoffible to conceal, or to pals over the 
afiair in fdence Emcft Augullus ordered 
the Pnneefs therefore, to be condui 2 ;ed to 
the Palace or Cattle of Ahlden, fome league? 
diftant from Hanbver, where Ihc was re- 
tained in a fort of honorary confinement. 
Two ladies and a chamberlain were named 
to attend on her, and to compofe her 
houfehold. This whole tranfaChon toot 
place in 1686, at a ume when Komgfmark 
was about thirty-one yijars old, and when 
Sophia Dorothea could not l^ave been 
twenty-one. 

How far the Dutc of Zell her father 
approved or condemned the conduit of 
Emcft Augullus his brother, docs not ap- 
pear , nor, if tnown, would it form any 
ground on which to infer with certainty 
7* his 
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That her hnUoand, the Piincc of Hanovci, 
was in no manner acquainted with, or 
pih'}’' to the dcvilh of Konigfmaik, is clear 
to demonOtration ; fincc it was a fiuUlcn 
aift of refentment, and he was ahfent in 
Hungary. He c\ca fubmitted with con- 
fidcrablc rclutSlancc to the Duke liis fa- 
ther’s dcfirc, that he fliould renounce the 
Prlnccfs foi ever. Kincfl AuguRus cxa£lcd 
of Iiiin tliat ntark of obedience, if not of 
approbation. In Dccctnbci 169 j., a fen- ^ 
tcncc of fiparaUrji wms ptonounced between 
the Prince and Prmcefb. But no divo^cc^ 
in the moft extcnlivc fenfe of tlic term, as 
totally diflblving the marriage between 
them, and enabling cacli party to many 
again, ever took place. Sophia Dorothea 
continued to rcfide at Ahldcn, till the death 
of her father-in-law, the Duke of Hanover, 
which, happened in 1698; and from the 
time of her being fir ft transfcired thither, 
to the end of her life, fire w^as commonly 

knowm 
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Lnown under the name of “ Princes of 
“ Ahldcn ” 

^ter the dcceafe of Emefl; AuguftuB, 
George, then become Eledlor of Hanover, 
made propofitiona to the Pnnccfi, for an 
obhvion of p^ft ammofipes, jnd for a re- 
conciliation It 18 dilEcuIt to fay -^hether 
a copviQion pf her innocerlce, a fcntimcnt 
of affefbon, or motives of intereft and 
jiolicy, were mod prevalent in this propo- 
fal But, It is certain that flie rejeQed the 
offers, and replied, that “ nqthingfould in- 
“ 4 uce her to liye in a family of afiaffins.” 
A faff much more incredible, but vihich 
reds upon the dronged evidence, is that 
after the death of Queen Anne, v. hen the 
ElcGor was called to the thronq of Great 
Bntam, he renewed his propofals for the 
lame purpofe A deputation, corapofed of 
Englidi Peers and Gentlemen, by the new; 
Jving s dcfirc, waited on Sophia Dorothea 
at Ahlden, and acquamted her that they 
wilhed to be permitted to approach her as 

their 
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tlieir Queen. They reprefented to hel* the 
injurious confequences which her fepara- ' 
tion, and her ftate of mifintelligence with 
the King her hufband might produce, 
peculiaily to her fon. And they re- 
minded her that for fighter caufes, the 
hirth of Jatnes the Second’s fon had been 
called in queftion. Far from yielding to 
thefe arguments, or being dazzled by the 
profpedf of a crown, flie peremptorily re- 
jected the oveiture . “ If,” faid fhe, “ I 
am guilty of the ciime imputed to me, 

‘‘1 am unworthy to be your Queen. If 
“ 'll am innocent, the King is unworthy to 
“-be my hufband.” A woman capable 
of fuch a 1 enunciation, muft either have 
been animated with implacable refentmcnt, 

01 have, been confcious of her own inno- 
cence, and of the malignity of her perfe- 
cutors. Of the faCt I have feen and heard 
fuch pi oofs, as it feems impoffible to call - 
in doubt. ‘ ' ' ^ 

Sophia Dorothea, duiing her confine- 
ment at Ahlden, was treated with every 

mark^ 



3° MEKOItE at THK 

mark of refpea due to her ranL The two 
ladies of her houfehold, the chamberlain, 
and the olEcer who commanded the guard, 
conftantly dined at her table. She was al- 
lowed to go m her coach, to the diftance of 
a league from the Caftlc Perfons of in- 
ferior condition, workmen, and tradeC- 
men, had free accefa , but no mdn or 
■woman of confideratlon •was allowed to 
approach, or fpeak to her After Emcll 
Augulhis’s death, who was her declared 
pnemy, (he might haye obtained, if not 
' her liberty, at lead: an alleviation of the 
reftraint and pnvations impofcd on her 
But (he diOaincd to make any application 
for the purpofe. By the concurring teffi- 
mony of all perfons, (he bore her misfor- 
tunes with dignity and equanimity , never 
vented herfelf in reproaches againft thofe 
who had injured or oppreffed her , and pre- 
ferred the chcerfulnefs of a mind fercnc and 
innocent, m the imdft of her liard condition. 
Even her beauty remained in a great degree 
unimpaired, to a late penod of her life. 

Blondcl, 
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Blond el, who was the Fiench Minlfter 
at the Court, of Hanover from 17.15 to 
1726, a period when flie was ftill living, 
and who had every opportunity of inform- 
iilg himfelf of the paiticulars of her hiftoryi 
confiimsall the piincipal fadls which! have 
enumeiated refpeding her. In 'a very 
cuiious account' which he drew up of the 
whole tranfa£tion,he declares that he derived 
his information relative to Sophia Dorothea, 
from the- mouth of the fecond Countefs 
of Platen, miftrefs to George the Fiift. 
Blondel protefts hkewife, that he had him- 
felf feen the very foldier of Erneft Aii- 
guftiis’s guards, who fhut Konigfmaik into 
the refer voir *, and- who allured Blondel, 
that he Ihould never foigive himfelf for 
having had any fhare in fo abominable an 
ndt. “ Such,” adds he, “ was the um- 
“ form gaiety and ferenity of the Piincefs’s 
“ temper during her refidence at Ahlden, 
“ as to imprefs univerfally with a convic- 
‘‘ tion of her poffeffing a quiet confcience. 

Thofe who faw her, if they judged fiom 

“ appear- 
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“ appearances, -would even ha-ve' fuppofed 
“ that £he -waa not difcontented -with her 
“ fituation and fortune ” y r 

- in 1705, her father George WiHtani 
Duke of Zell died, at above eighty years 
of age, and-Ae then fucceeded to all Ae 
pcrfonal fmperlt, which was very ample 
It was commonly aflirted and believed 
Aat Ae-coutnved to remit large fums ah- 
nually, anfing 60m herlfeparate income, 
to her fon, tlie Electoral Pnnee When 
he afterwarda became, by bis faAer’s cleva- 
uon, Pnnee of Wales, Sophia Dorothea 
continued to fiipply him liberally with 
money from her own purfe. She main- 
tained with him a regular intcrcourfc by 
letters, and expreffed towards him the 
warmqft fenliments of affeflion It is pro- 
bable that fucli proofs of it, however natu- 
ral, did not tend to heal Ac breach between 
her and her huAand She remained till 
her death at Ahldcn , nor did George the 
Eiril, who futvii cd her, w car mourning for 
her as his wife, but as his coufin , though 

lie 
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lie peimitted his Ton and the otlier branches 
of the Royal Family, to mouin as for their 
mother and grandmother* 

When we confidei the principal cir- 
ciimftanccs of the princefs Sophia Doio- 
thea’s hiflor)^ we can foim “only one 
opinion rcfpe^ling her. She was doubt- 
lefs imprudent, and theicfore in fome 
meafure culpable ; but it is impoflible not 
to acquit her of crime. If all the fadls 
which I have enumerated, do not imprefs 
the conviction, theie icmain othcis hardly 
lefs forcible, drawn cither fiom the internal 
evidence of the ftory, or relling on the 
ftrongeft teflimony She herfelf, during 
tire long teim of her detention at Ahlden, 
conftantly and invariably perfifted in af- 
ferting her innocence. AS often as fhe re- 
ceived the facrament, which was frequently, 
Ihe repeated tlie pioteftation 5 and fhe con- 
firmed it when near hei end. She is faid 


to have admitted that her heart was not 
indifferent to Konigfmark, but flie main- 
tained that her honour was unfullied. The 


VOL. J. 
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lady who was in attendance abont her 
jierfon, on the fatal night when Komgt 
mark jictiQicd, and who let him out of the 
Pnneefs's apartment, confirmed the fame" 
alTurance. As an accomplice or pama- 
patrefs in her mifirefse fuppofed gudr, 
fhit lady was impnfoned , hut Ihe protdfted 
that neither at the lafi interview of the 
Count with Sophia Dorotliea, nor at any 
pf their preceding ones, had they ever been: 
alone for ap: mflant togetlier. 

It IS very commonly aflerted here at 
Hanover, that Madam de Platen was pur- 
fiicd by remorfe during her whole life, 
for having infhgatcd Emeft Augullus to- 
take vengeance on Konigfmark and they 
add, that during her latl illnefs Die imagmed 
conunually that the beheld hifl fpeftro near 
her bcdfide But, if George the Firll had 
really believed hiJ Wife gudly, m the full 
tvtcnt of the term, would he ever have 
eondefeended folemnly to propofe a recon- 
ciliation to her ? The very circumtlanccs of 
Konigfmatk’s end, rather mark a fudden 

tranfport 
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tranfpoit of indignation, or a fally of anger, 
than the fpirit of fober punifhment. It has 
left a ftain on the memoiy of a Prince, other- 
wife highly amiable in his charadter 5 and 
whatever may be faid in its extenuatibn, 
the adt can no more be juftified, than the 
murder of Monaldefchi by Chriftina, in 
the gallery at Fontainbleau. 

Before I quit the fubjeO;, let me add 
a few words relative to the death of George 
the Firft himfelf ; an event which happened 
bnly feven months after that of his wife. It 
is generally a^fferted, and all our hiftorians 
inform us, that he expired at Ofnabrugh, 
on his Way to Hanover. I have been 
more than once in the Epifcopal Palace at 
the former city, where they pretend he 
breathed his laft. But the fadt was mever- 

f 

thelefs, I apprehend, otherwife. I will 
relate the particulars of' his laft- illnels, as 
I received them fome time fince, from an 
ancient domeftic, who attended him on his 
journey, and which I conftder as particu- 
larly authentic. His own words will con- 
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vey the bed idea of the fad “ On the 
“ 20th of June 1727, in the evening,” 
laid he, “ his Majefty amved at Delden, 
“ a little town near the frontiers of Ger- 
“ many, but belonging to Holland At 
“ that time he appeared to be in perfeft 
“ health He was entertained at the feat 
“ of a Nobleman, about tw enty mdes from 
“ thence , and after fupper he eat of fomc 
“ melons, which doubtlefs caufed the 
“ mdigcftion that proved fatal to him 
“ He returned to Delden the fame dight, 
‘ where the Duchefe of Kendal expefted 
“ him , for fhe accompanied, or rather 
“ followed him, as Ihc travelled with poft- 
“ horfes , whde the King, by means of 
“ relays placed on the road, was enabled 
“ to proceed wath more expedition, Hav- 
” mg taken fome hours repofe in the mn, 
“ he continued his journey for Hanover 
“ very early on the enfumg morning, tlic 
“ Duebefs of Kendal remaining behind 
“ at Delden Previous to his fetting out, 
“ he drank half a cup of chocolate, and 

“ foon 
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foon afterwards found Hlmfelf indifpofed. 
“ When he arrived at Bentheim, a town 
“ about twenty miles from Delden, he 
was already feiioufly ill ; but his anxiety 
“ and impatience to pufli forward, pre- 
vented his having recourfe to medical 
“ alTiftance. An emetic, had it been ad- 
minifteied at that time, might, it is 
probable, have faved him. t 

At Rheine, the next ftage, which is 
“ in/the dominions of the Bifhop of 
‘‘ Munfter, his Majefty continuing very 
“ unwell, the peifons who aecompanicd 
“ him, entreated him to flop, and to call 
‘‘ in help ; but as he refufed, they pro- 
“ ceeded. He giew perceptibly w^orfe 
“ every minute, and befoie he got to Ip- 
“ penburen, a little towm belonging to his 
^ Pruffian Majefty, the King was become 
dethaigic. One of his aims fell down, 
and all the endeavours made to revive 
the limb, by chafing and rubbing it^ 
“ were meffedual. The moft ferious 

^3 alarms 
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“ alarms began to be entertained by the 
“ perfons tvho attended him , but he per- 
‘‘ fitted in bi8 •with to proceed without 
deiay At Ippenburen, tfacyiheld a fort 
“ of confultation on the meafurea proper 
“ to be adopted , and a meflenger was 
*' difpatched to acquaint the Duchefs of 
“ Kendal with his Majefty’a lUnefs He 
“ met her about two miles beyond Rheme, 
“ and on receiving this information, £he 
“ made all hafte to come up with the 
“ King 

1 “ No remonftrancea or expottuladons 
“ could prevail on him tp ttop at Ippen- 
“ buren He had only eighteen miles 
“ fropi thence to his brother’s Palace at 
“ Ofnabrugb, where he knew that eimry 
“ accommodauon and aid could be pro- 
“ cured. His tongue began to fwcll, 
“ his fenfes to fail, and his articulation 
“ to become indiftinQ But, as long 
*' as he could make himfclf underttood, 
“ he continued to repeat, ‘ Ofnabrugb 1 

“ Ofna- 
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Ofnabiugli!’ They therefore hiiiiled 

f 

on, in hopes of i caching that -city 
while he was ftill alive, though the King 
was fallen, totally fenfelefs into the aims 
of one of his attendants, a genllemaa 
named Fabrice. The place where he 
expired, is difficult to afceitain ; but it is 
believed that he bieathed Ids lafl:, as the 
5' caiiiage mounted the high hill out of 
Ippenburen. The body was, indeed, 
ftill waim when they anived at Ofna- 
hi ugh, 'where his veins were cut, and 
‘‘ eveiy method was vainly ufed to lecover 
“ him, as he never gave any fign of life 
‘‘ or perception, after leaving Ippenburen, 
“ About half-way between that place and 
Rheine, a fecond courier, difpatched from 
“ Ofnahrugh, announced to the Duchefs 
of Kendal, that George the Firft was no ' 
“ more. She received the intelligence with 
“ 'demonftrations of violent grief, teaii'ng 
“ her hair, and exclaiming that ffie was 
undone. When her firft emotions had 
fubfided, the difmifled the ladies who 
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“ alarms began to be entertained by the 
“ perfons who attended him , but be per- 
‘‘ fifted in bis mlh to proceed witbout 
f‘ delay At Ippenburen, thcy^held a fort 
“ of confultation on the meafurca proper 
“ to be adopted , and a mcflenger was 
'' difpatched to acquaint the Ducbefs of 
f‘ Kendal with his MajelVy’s lUnefs He 
“ met her about two miles beyond Rheme, 
“ and on receiving this information, die 
“ made all bafte to come up with the 
“ King ' 

“ No rcmonfeances or espoftuIatioDS 
“ could prevail on him tp flop at Ippen- 
“ buren He had only eighteen miles 
“ fropn thence to hil brother’s Palace at 
“ Ofnabrugh, where he knew, -that every 
“ accommodauon aqd aid could be pro- 
“ cured. His tongue began to fwcll, 
“ his fenfes to fail, and his articulation 
“ to become mdifhndl But, as long 
“ as he could make himfclf undcrilood, 
“ he conunued to repeat, ‘ Ofnabrugh 1 

“ Ofna- 
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Ofnabiugli 1’ They therefore luuiled 
*^hon, in hopes of leaching that city 
while he was ftill alive, though the King 
was fallen totally fenfelefs into the aims 
of one of his attendants, a gentleman 
named Fabrice. The place whcie he 
expired, is difficult to afceitain ; but it is 
believed that he bieathed his laft, as the 
5‘ carnage mounted the high hill out of 
Ippenbuien. The body was, indeed, 
Fill warm when they arrived at Ofna- 
‘‘ brugh, 'where his veins were cut, and 
every method was vainly ufed to lecover 
‘‘ him, as he never gave any fign of life 
“ or perception, after leaving Ippenbuien. 

About half-way between that place and 
■“ Rheine, a fecond courier, difpatched from 
“ Ofnabiugh, .announced to the Duchefs 
of Kendal, that George the Firfl; was no ' 
“ more. She received the intelligence with 
“ -demonftrations of violent grief, teaiing 
her hair^'and exclaiming that fhe was 
undone. When her firfl emotions had 
fubfided, fhe difinifled the ladies who 
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“ alarms began to be entertained bjr the 
“ perfons in ho attended him , but he per- 
‘‘ Cfted in his wifli to proceed without 
delay At Ippcnburen, they held a fort 
“ of confultation pn the meafurea proper 
“ to bp adopted , and a meflenger was 
difpatchcd to acquaint the Dnehefs of 
Kendal with hia Majefty’s illnefs He 
“ met her about two miles beyond Rheme, 
“ and on receivmg this mformation, flie 
“ made all hafte to come up with the 
“ ,King 

“ No remonftrances or e.tpoftulations 
“ could prevail on him tp flop at Ippen- 
“ buren He had only eighteen miles 
“ fropi thcncc to his brother’s Palace at 
“ Ofnabrugh, where he knew that every 
“ accommodation aqd aid could be pro- 
“ cured. His tongue began to fwell, 
“ his fenfes to fad, and his articulation 
" to become mdithnft. But, as long 
“ as he could make himfelf undcrllood, 
“ he continued to repeat, ‘ Ofnabrugh 1 

“ Ofna- 
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Ofnabiugli^’ They therefore hiinied 
on, in hopes of reaching that city 
while he was Hill alive, though the King 
was fallen totally fenfelefs into the aims 
of one of his attendants, a genllemau 
named Fabrice. The place \^licie he 
expired, is difficult to afceitain ; but it is _ 
believed that he bieathed his laft, as the 
“ carriage mounted the high hill out of 
Ippenbuien. The body vs^as, indeed. 
Hill warm when they anived at Ofna- 
“ brugh, where his veins weic cut, and 
every method was vainly ufed to lecover 
him, as he nevei gave any flgn of life 
“ or perception, after leaving Ippenburen. 

“ About half-way between that place and 
Rheine, a fecond courier, difpatched from 
“ Ofnabrugh, announced to the Duchefs 
“ of Kendal, that George the Firfi: was no ' 

“ moie. She received the intelligence with 
demonftrations of violent grief, teaiing 
“ her hair, and exclaiming that fhe was 
“ undone. When her firft emotions had 
fubfided, fhe difmifled the ladies who 
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accompanied her , and not venturing, 
“ or not choofmg, to proceed to Hano- 
“ ver at fuch a moment, £bc took tljc 
road to Brunfwick, Tvberc flic remained 
“ for three months afterwards* * 

Mv next letter wiU be from Zell 
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LETTER II. 

J)cfcnpiiou of the Cqftlc of Abldtn, — Rcfcdltons 
on the death and hifioiy of Sophia Dorothea^ 
Ft inccfs of Zell and of Hanover. — Cafle of 
Zell. — Account of the Dantfj Revolution tn 
1772 . — Particulais of the arte ft of Caiohnc 
Matilda^ ^cen of Denmark, of Siruenfee, and 
of Brandt. — Removal of the ^ecn to Zell. 
-^Her loft illncfs and death — Detail of thofe 
events. — Rcfcdltons on het charadler and mtf- 
jortuncs. 


Zell, Sept. 13, 1777. 

pROMPTED by curiofity to fee the Caftle 
in which Sophia Dorothea, the wife of 
George the Eirft, refided during fo large a 
portion of her life, I took the road to Ahlden, 
on lea’ving Hanover. It lies aciofs an un- 
frequented pait of the Electorate, through 
a dicary traCt of country ; and the diftancc 
is not lefs than thirty miles. Ahlden 
l)as" no title to the appellation of a Caftle, 
except that it is furrounded with a double 

moat, 
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moat, acrofs Tvhich are thrown draw- 
bndges. The budding itfelf is compofed 
only of brick and wood, rcfeipbhng rather 
a large farm-houfe^ than a Ducal feat, and 
defcnbing three fides of a fquare in figur^, 
I obfervcd on one part, the date 1579 , 
and over the principal entrance are the 
arms of the Houfe of Brunftvick, with the 
year 1613 infcnbed beneath The whole 
manfion has -in air of antiquity fprcad over 
It, mixed with melancholy fcqucHratiQn , 
and the rooms arc neither numerous nor 
elegant, though fupenor to what the exter- 
nal appearance feems to announce In a 
large fquare apartment, which was the cat- 
ing-rooTi,arc preferred two portraits, one 
of George the Krft at full length in his robes 
of date, thcotlicr ol Sophia Dorothea lier- 
fclf This lad piQutc is very ill exe- 
cuted , but It rcfcmblcs all the other por- 
traits of her which I hate feen She is 
reprefented in a fort of fane) drefs em- 
broidered, and her hair ornamented with 
Cowers. The face is charming, and there 
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Is hi its expreffion a wildnefs or playful- 
nefs, which adds to its elfedt. 

Adjoining to the above-mentioned apart- ■ 
ment, on the fame floor aie thiee looms, one 
within the other. They command a tolera- 
ble piofpedtto the North, ovei the meadows 
in front of the houfe, through which luns 
the river Aller, at the diftance of three 
hundred paces. In the innermofl: chamber, 
the unfortunate Princefs of Hanover ex- 
pired on the 13th of November 1726, at 
eleven o’clock at night. She was then 
flxty years and nine months old, of which 
had pafled near forty at Ahlden. From 
the Gazette of that year, we are only in- 
formed , that her preceding indifpolition 
T^as flioit. Many of the villagers remem- 
ber herj and they confirm the fadt of 
George the EleToral Prince her fon, (af- 
terwards JGng Geoige the Second,) having 
attempted in vam to obtain accefs to her. 
Anxious to fee his mother, he fwam his 
horfe acrofs the river Aller, and unaccom- 
panied ^y any one, reached the Caftle. 
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He even pafled the outward moat, but was 
flopped at the drawbridge of the inward 
moat, by the Baron dc Bulau, under whofe 
care Sophia was placed He drew bis 
fword, informed the Prince that he had 
orders to rcfufe all admittance to the 
Pnncefs, and compelled him to retire 
without accomphlhing his purpofe. Her 
death, which as I have already Cud, pre- 
ceded the deceafe of George the Firft about 
feven months, unqueftionably prevented 
her fon from reflonng her to the honors 
of which £he had been fo long depmed 
Very late the fame day on which I vi- 
fitcd Ahidcrt, 1 arrived at this city, where 
every objefh recalls the image of another 
Pnncefs, fcarccly lefs unfortunate than 
Sophia I mean, as you will cafily ima- 
gine, her defeendant, the late Queen of 
Dcnmarh, Caroline Matilda It is cunous 
and aflcfling to contemplate the fimilanty 
of tlieir hiftoiy Both were precipitated 
in tho pnme of jouth from their elevation, 
and their pretended lovers equally fell by 

the 
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die liancl of die nfl'afTln, or of die exc- 
cutionci. The two Pniiccfrcv*! alike ex- 
piated their errors, in iinprifonincnt or 
in exile; and they now icpofc together in 
the fame vault, where their remains aic 
dcpofitcd fide hy fulc. Ililloiy, fiom 
Julia, the daughter of AuguRus, down 
to the prefent hour, is liitlc moic than 
a repetition of the fame fuppofed crimes, 
accufations, and puniOimcnts. It is only 
chailging the name of Pandataria, to that 
of Ahldcn or of Zell. iScmpionius 
Gracchus, the lover of Julia, peiilhcd 
by a violent death, like Konigfmaik and 
Struenfee. The Semiramis of one age, is 
the Catharine of anotlicr. 

This place is no longci to be iccognizcd 
for the fame city as it was three years ago, 
when it exhibited the afpedl of gaiety, 
amufement, and pleafurc. Now all isfilent 
and defert. Not a cariiage is to be feeu 
or heard in the ftreets ; giafs already 
grows in the area of the Caftle, and hardly 
a human creature is to be found within 

its 
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Its tvalls I -wandered yefterdny for a 
conCderable time through the gallcncs and 
apartments, without being able to meet 
any perfon , till entering one of the rooms, 
I difcotcred at the fatthcft extremity a 
man, -whom 1 foon tecogmred to be Man- 
tel, the late Queen’s faithful valct-dc- 
chambre He conduced me b\er the 
Caftlc. In the range of rooms which was 
occupied hy the Queen Maulda, every 
thing remains exaGly as it svas left in May 
1775, the period of her death The 
Caftlc of Zell 15 fttll a noble edifice, fit for 
the rcfidcnce of a Sovereign Pnnee, It is 
a Gothic fortrefs, of a fquarc figure, fur- 
rounded by a deep moat, having ramparts 
and baftions for its defence. In the center 
IS a quadrangle, and the -whole ftruflurc 
forcibly reminds the beholder of thofe an 
tiquc deferted caftles, fo frequently defenbed 
in romances Though part of it is near four 
hundred 7 cars old, and tending to decay, 
yet the far greater part, which was rebudt, 
or at Icaft modernized by George William, 

Duke 
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Duke of Zell in the laR centuiy, conllniies 
in peife( 5 l picfeivation. The apartmentfi, 
inhabited by the late Queen of Denmaik, 
may almoft be teimcd magnificent; but in 
a few ycais they will piobably fmk into a 
ftate of ncglcdf and ddapidation. 

You lequefl me to relate the hifiory of 
that Princefs. You defire to know the 
principal circumftances of the Danifii re- 
volution ; the manner of the Queen’s fub- 
fequent life at Zell ; finally, the particulars 
of her lafi: illnefs, death, and charadcr* 
Many reafons make me unwilling to gratify 
your curiofity. The revolution of Den- 
mark in 1772, as it is commonly termed, 
was not, like that of Sweden in the fame 
year, a political or conflitutional i evolu- 
tion, which alteied the form of the go- 
vernment ' it vras only a convulfion of the 
Court, produced by the indifcietion of a 
young and unexperienced Queen, facili- 
tated by the imbecility of a weak and cie- 
dulous King, who permitted Jiis mothei- 
in-law and brother to feize on the admi- 
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tuftration, ivhjcli he was himfelf incapabltf 
of CEercifing m perfon. When Gviftavus 
the Third effefled the rcvolanon at Stock- 
holm, every tircumftance was tranfaGed 
in open day, and became matter of no- 
tonety But, the arreft and inipnfonment 
of the Qneen Matdda, of Stmenfec, and of 
Brandt, were performed m the night, and 
the fcene was the Royal Palace at Copen- 
hagen The fiiGs attendmg that evtraor- 
dinary tranladbon, are befides too recent, 
to juftify their entire difclofure. In com- 
pliance ncverthclefs with your defirc, I 
fhall Bate to you the leadmg events, which 
preceded and followed the Damfh revolu- 
tion If I do not relate every thing that 
has eorac to my knowledge, you ma) on 
the other hand be afliired, that the fails 
which I record, are authentic 

The marriage of Chnftian the Set enth. 
King of Denmark, with the Pnneefs Caro- 
hne Matilda of England, was one of thofe 
alliances In ^hich neither fimilanty^of dif- 
pofmon, nor any other requifites ncrc 

found. 
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found, to enfure felicity. The King foon 
abandoned himfelf to ii regularities of every 
kind, too pueiile, effeminate, and diffolute 
for commemoiatiOn. Nor \vas the Couit 
kfs a fcenc of univerfal diffipation, calcu- 
lated at once to corrupt the heart, and to 
contaminate the mannets. A young and 
amiable woman, who faw herfelf neglefled 
by her hufband, while flie was at the fame 
time an objed of refpe6t and homage to 
every other perfon'that approached her, 
could fcarcely be fuppofed to efcape the 
contagion of fo tainted an atmofphere. 
Yet, previous to the King’s journey in 
1768, when he vifited England, France, and 
other countries, the Queen had fo con- 
ducted herfelf, as if not wholly to efcape 
detraction, to preferve, however, a great 
fhare of general affeCtion and popularity* 
The birth of the Prince Royal, which pre- 
ceded the King’s departure from Copen- 
hagen, augmented the attachment of the 
people to her perfon and dignity* 

VOL. I* E It 
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mftnmon, •which he -was himfelf iilcapahiff 
of excrcifing in peribn. When Guftavus 
the Third efiefled the revolnhon at Stock- 
holm, every Circumftance was tranfadled 
m open day, and became matter of no- 
toriety But, the arreft and itdprifonment 
of the Queen Matilda, of Stmenfeo, and of 
Brandt, w ere performed m the night, and 
the fcene was the Royal Palace at Copen- 
hagen The faQs attending that c'rtraor- 
dinary tranCiftion, are befides too recent, 
to jullify their entire difclofure In com- 
pliance ncverthelefs •with your defire, I 
fliall ftate to you the leadmg events, which 
preceded and followed the Damfli revolu- 
tion. If I do not relate c\ ery thing that 
has come to my knowledge, you may on 
the other hand be aflured, that the fa£U 
which I record, arc authentic 

Tlie mamage of Chnflian the Seventh, 
King of Denmark, with the Pnneefs Caro- 
hne Matilda of England, was one of thofe 
alliances m ^hich neither fimilarity^of dif- 
pofition, nor any other rcquifitcs were 

found, 
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found, to enfure felicity. The King foon 
abandoned himfelf to iircgiilaiities of every 
kind, too pueiile, effeminate, and diffolute 
for commemoration. Nor vas the Couit 
lefs a fcene of imiveifal diffipation, calcu- 
lated at once to corrupt the heait, and to 
contaminate the manners. A young and 
amiable woman, who faw herfelf negle(Sted 
by her hulband, while fhe was at the fame 
time an object of refpedb and homage to 
every other perfon'that appioached her, 
could fcarcely be fuppofed to efcape the 
contagion of fo tainted an atmofphere. 
Yet, previous to the King’s journey in 
1768, when he vilited England, France, and 
other countries, the Queen had fo con- 
ducted herfelf, as if not wholly to efcape 
detraction, to prefeive, however, a great 
fhare of general affeCtion and popularity* 
The birth of the Prince Royal, which pre- 
ceded the King’s departure from Copen- 
hagen, augmented the attachment of the 
people to her perfon and dignity* 

VOL* I* ^ ! It 



MIMOIttB or TBS 


so 

It was at this tunc that Strueafee, tlef- 
tincd afterwards to make too confpicuoua 
a figure in the Damfti annals, firft became 
known to ChriftiaB the Seventh. The 
father of Stmenfee -was only a deacon of 
Renfbourg, a httic town m the Duchy of 
Slefwick, where he ftill continues to refidc. 
He nc\er loved his fon, and frequently, 
during the fhort term of -Stnienfee’s eleva- 
tion, foretold or apprehended his approach- 
ing fate. When the King of Denmark 
determined on wGung fome of the Courts 
Luropc, Stroenfee was appointed to at- 
tend his Maj efty , in quahty -of phyfician , he 
having pres lOuDy prafUfed medicine with 
fome reputation and fuctefe, at hdtona 
Drandt, who fuflered at the fame time with 
Struenfee on the fcafibld, and whofc two 
names arc now become infcparably blended 
111 hiftory, was of a more elevated crtrac- 
tion His family, though not noble, was 
very rcfpeaable, originally from Holftein, 
in the vicinity of Hamburgh, where his 

ancefiors 
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anceftors were eftabliflicd. He pofTejSed 
many qualities calculated to advance their 
poffeflbr in a court. His manners were 
poliflred, his addrefs eafy, and his conver- 
fation lively, as well as amufmg. Through- 
out his life, no lefs than at his death, he 
manifefted perfonal com age ; but in prin- 
ciple and virtue he was totally deficient. 

Among the favourites of Chriftian the 
Seventh, who were the companions of his 
pleafures, Brandt occupied a diftinguiihed 
place 5 and he was commonly felefted from 
among the crowd of courtiers, to make one 
of the party at the King’s private fuppers. 
Having been appointed a Gentleman of the 
Bed-chamber, he flattered himfelf that he 
fhould be placed on the lifl: of thofe, whom 
his Danifh Majefly named to accompany 
him on his intended travels. It was not 
therefore, without equal furpiife and morti- 
fication, that Brandt found his name ex- 
cluded. He attributed his rejection to 
,the enmity and rivallty of the young Count 
^Holcke, who had fupplanted him, as he 
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conceived, in his Sovereign s favour Stung 
rvith a preference ib injurious to his views, 
Brandt endeavoured to procure tlie dif- 
grace of Holche, by means of an anonymous 
letter addrefled to the Kahg, accufing that 
favounte of difaffefhon But, the attempt 
proved ruinous to himfcif the letter havnng 
been foon traced to its real author, Brandt 
received an order to quit Copenhagen in 
twenty four hours. He obeyed, and re- 
tired to Pans, where he remained in ob- 
feunty, as well as indigence. ^Vhcn the 
King of Denmark amved at that city, 
Brandt found means to reprefent Ins po- 
verty, and obtained from his mailer a pre- 
fent of a hundred Douis-d ors. 

Struenfee meanwhile liad accompanied 
Chnllian the Sctcntli on liis travels. He 
and Brandt meeting at Pans, they formed 
a fort of connexion orcompafl, by wluch 
It was agreed that if Struenfee, on his re- 
turn to Dcnmaik, fliould attain luHicicnt 
credit at Court, he would ufe it to obtain 
the recall of the other During the King s 
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flay in France, Struenfee had rifen to a 
"confiderable degree of favour ; and his 
Majefty foon after his arrival at Copen- 
hagen, prefented him to the Queen v^ith 
his own hand ; recommending him at the 
fame time to her as a man of talents, and 
as peculiarly flcilled in the profeffion of 
phyfic He was promoted immediately to 
the place of a Privy Counfellor, and foon 
ibecame as acceptable to the Queen, as he 
had been to her hufband, 

ReaTons of a very delicate and peculiar 
nature,, facilitated his progrefs in that 
princefs’s good opinion. The King and 
fhe having been alienated from each other, 
in confequence of his excelfes, and having 
ceafed to cohabit together, Struenfee under- 
took to reconcile them, and fucceeded in 
the attempt. He received every day from 
both, new marks of confideration and 
efteem. Brandt,- by his endeavours, was 
recalled to Couit, reinftated in office, and 
they were ffiortly afterwards raifed at the 
fame time, to, the rank of Counts. Struenfee 

E 3 
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m particular became not only the declared 
fivoilhte, but rvas conftituted Grft mimller, 
■with almoft unlimited pohtical power So 
rapid and extraordmary an elevation, ne- 
ccfianly evated many comment* , and 
envy or raaligmty added a thoufand reports, 
injurious to the honour of the Queen 
It mud be admitted eveh by thofe to 
■whom her memory la mod deir, that her 
imprudence was great and iiiexcufablc 
Not only in private, bbt at the theatre, in 
Ihe dreeti of Copenhagen, and before mul- 
titudes of fpedators, flie mamfeded a 
Very injudiaous preference for Struenfee 
He wSs himfelf fcnliblc of her Majedy’a 
indifcrction, and endeavoured, but mthout 
tlfefl, to induce her from prudential mo- 
tives, to moderate the tedimonics of her 
partiality towards him in public. The 
leVity of her conduit was augmented by 
the impropriety of her drefs on many oc- 
cifions. She was accuftomtd to side out 
with Struenfee, habited completely in men’s 
cloalhf, without any mixture of female 

altire , 
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attire ; and though this mode is neither 
uncommon among ladies in the north of 
Europe, nor implies any immodefty of 
deportment, yet it tended to increafe the 
populai clamour and mifiepicfcntation. 

The King was a pafTivc and quiet fpec- 
tator of Strucnfcc’s favour, as well as of 
the Queen’s attachment to him. Though 
indifferent towaids his wife, he neverthclefs 
efteemed her j nor did he feel or expiefs 
the llighteft refentment at her behaviour. 
His mind and body, equally debilitated 
by cxceffes of every kind, left him without 
activity, and almoh without perception or 
fentiment. He funk into a ftate of im- 
becility, which while it lendered lijm 
capable of receiving the wmrR impieffions, 
difqualified him from appi eclating their 
truth, or taking any pait in the manage- 
ment of public affairs. The adminiftra- 
tion devolved theiefoie on the Queen, 
Struenfee, and their adherents : but the 
Court was plunged in diverfions, and im- 
merfed in pleafures, which weie foon to 

E4 be 
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be fuccceded by fcenes of a very different 
nature 

Strucnfee ■was unqueftionably a man of 
abdmcs, capable of great application to 
bufinc&, rapid and dcafive in his refolu- 
tions, as well as enlarged and patnotio in 
bis news. Many of his meafures tended 
to the amelioration, improvement, and 
aggrandizement of Denmark. But he 
neither poffeffed the profound policy, tho 
fevere vigilance, nor the fupenor judgment, 
requifite for maintaining him m his fudden 
clcration Towards the clofc of his mit 
niHrj, he aQcd without forefight or addrefs, 
as if, with the difficulties which augmented 
round him, he loll the llrength and prefcncc 
of his undcrflanding At the head of his 
enemies, who were numerous, powerful, 
and implacable, appeared the Queen Dow- 
ager, and her fon Prince rrcdcnc. The 
former, Juliana Mina of Brunfnick Wol- 
fcnbuttcl, widow of Fredcnc tlic Fifth, the 
late King, had alTurcdlj not received from 
nature an) pre emment qualities for go\ cm- 

mcni. 
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ment. Her fon, who feemed flill lefs 
formed to occupy a diftinguiflicd place m 
the hiRoiy of his country, infpired little 
apprehenfion. But the indiferetion of the 
young Queen, and the fatal fecurity of 
Struenfee, fupplied every defedt. Patience 
and perfcverance wcic alone necellary, in 
order to ripen the machinations prepared 
for their deftrudtion. 

Several perfons of the firfl quality and 
confideration, impelled by ambition, in- 
dignant at the preference ilicwn to an oh- 
feure flranger, or irritated by their exclu- 
(ion from office, joined the Queen Dow- 
ager’s paity. Among the chief, were 
Counts Rantzau and Oftein, General 
Eichftedt, and Colonel Koller Banner. 
Various confultations were held by them, 
relative to the meafures proper to be pur- 
fued ; and towards the clofe of the year 
1771, they finally detei mined to proceed 
to adlion without further delay. On the 
firfl day of January every year, it was 
cuflomary at Copenhagen for the populace 
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to aflemble near the Royal Palace, where 
in crt, roafted whole, was diftnbutcd among 
them As the Court and Royal Famdy 
nfually affillcd at this felhvity , the Queen 
hlanlda had fignified her intention of being 
prefent, accompanied by the Kmg, and 
their ordinary attendants Such an occa- 
fion appeared too favourable to be negleft- 
ed The partizans of Juliana Maria and 
Prince Fredenc, having gained over a fuf- 
ficient number of the foldierv, came to a 
lefolntion of breaking m among the crowd, 
arrcfting their opponents, and even of 
putting them to death upon the fpot, if 
any refiflance were attempted Nothing 
could have prevented the fuccefs of the 
plan, which would have been greatly faci- 
litated by the confafion anCng from, tlic 
aircmblagc of people , but it was difcon- 
certed when near its execution, by an ano- 
nymous warning fent to a nobleman in 
the Queen Matilda 5 houfehold, enjoining 
him to be abfent, if he regarded bis fafetv 
He immediately communicated to her 
7 Majelly 
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Majefty this alarming intimatioft, -wliich 
file by no means defpifed ; and on pi*etence 
of indifpofition, fhe announced her refolil- 
tion n6t to be prtftnt at the ceremony* 
So unexped;ed a failure on her paft, fruf- 
trated the projedt, without infpiring hei: or 
her adherents with fufficient caution againft 
future attempts of a fimilar nature ; while 
their enemies, difconcerted but not difheart- 
ened, prepared to renew their attack under 
more favourable circumftances. 

They at length refolved to feize bn thb 
Queen Matilda, and the principal perfons 
attached to her, at the clofe of a mafked 
ball, which was to be given in the Royal 
Palace, upon the ijth of January 1772. 
Count Rantzau undertook the delicate com- 
miffion of perfuading the King to fign the 
order for the purpofe, and of putting it 
afterwards into execution. To Koller 
Banner was affigned the important taik of 
arrejling Struenfee ; and all the inferior 
arrangements for enfuring fuccefs, were 
fettled vrith great dexterity. They were 
/ never- 
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nevcrthdefs on the point of being over- 
turned, at the very moment when all was 
npc for aQion. Rantzau, upon whofe 
courage, fidelity, and fecrecy, no reliance 
could be placed, determined not only to 
withdraw his afCtlance from the party in 
which he had enbfted, but to rcical the 
whole confpiracy to Stnicnfcc, On the 
afternoon of the 1501 of January, only a 
few hours before the ball was to begin, 
he wrote to the mimfter, deltnng to fee 
him at Ins ow n apartments, upon bufinefs 
of the utmoft importance Struenfee in- 
tended to have gone thither, but, being 
detained by a vancty of affairs till it grew 
late, he went llrait to the ball, and thereby 
lofl the faircff occafion of extricating liim- 
fclf from defiruflion 

Rantrau, thus difappointcd in his defign 
of betraying his affociatcs, was not the Icfs 
rcfolvcd to renounce all further participa- 
tion in their fclicmcs He fent a meffage 
therefore to the Queen Dowager, acquaint- 
ing her that he fliould be unable to come 

to 



COURT OF BERLIN, CtC. 6l 

to tlie Palace, or to execute tlie part 
affigned him in the piojeded revolution, 
on account of a violent attack of the gout, 
to which difeafe he was conftitutionally 
fubje£t. In order to fupport the deception, 
he caufed his legs to be wrapped in 
flannels. This mcflage, at once embar- 
raffing and unexpected, threw the pcrfons 
to whom it was addrelTed, into the utraoft 
confternation. But, the fpirit and decifion 
of Koller Banner foon furmounted Rant- 
zau’s pretended indifpofition. Having en- 
treated the Queen Juliana Maria not to 
be alarmed, and confcious of the mo- 
tives from which Rantzau aCted, Koller 
Banner fent his own fedan chair to the 
Count’s houfe. It was iiccompanied by- 
two grenadiers with their bayonets fixed, 
who had pofltive orders to put him into 

A \ 

the chair at all events, and to conduCt him 
to the Palace without an inftant’s delav, 

j 

They were authorized to ufe force, if necef- 
fary ; but Rantzau, aware that refiftance 
was vain, fubmitted, was carried to Court, 

and 
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ond petfornied the ijeryice e^pefted from 
Jiim. Koller Banner was the animating 
foul of the enterpnze, to who/e coojne/s, 
prcfencc of mind, and intrepidity, its 
fuccels muft be pnncipally attnbuted 
JJunng the whole night, whde at the b?]I, 
he maintained the utmoft feremty of de- 
portment, and played at the fame game of 
cards with Monficur Berger, whom he im- 
piediately afterwards arretted 

Two arcumftances which took place in 
■the courfe of the eremng, excited remark, 
and ought to ha\e awakened fufpiaon 
The Kittg, Queen, and their attendants, 
■entered 1110 ball room before ten o’clock , 
but Pnnee Fredenc, contrary to his ufual 
•cuttoro, and m fome meafure contrary to 
the refpetl due from him towards their Ma- 
jcfties, did not ami c nil more than an hour 
later His countenance was flufhed, and 
his difordercd looks betra) cd the agitauon 
of his mind As foon as he came, the Queen 
advancing towards him faid, “ Vous icncz 
" d’amver bicn tard, mon frere Qu'avcz 
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vous ?” — “ C’cft que j’ai eu des afialres, 
“ Madame,” replied he. “ II me femble,” 
anfwered flae gaily, “ que vous auriez 
“ mieux fait de penfer a vos plaifirs qu’a 
“ VOS affaires, pendant une foiree de bal.” 
The Prince made little or no reply, and the 
converfation ended. The other incident 
v^^as ffill more calculated to have alarmed 
Struenfee, if he had not ovci looked it, or 
had "not omitted the neceffary piecautions 
for his fafety. As he was confeious of his 
own unpopularity, and dreaded fome com- 
motion among .the people, he had furround- 
ed the ball-room with guaids, on whofe 
fidelity he knew or believed he nould rely. 
But, ,the officer who commanded them, 
having been gained by the oppofite party, 
changed the foldiers. ’Th'e alteration was 
even noticed by fome of Struenfee’sfiiends, 
though <it did not imprefs^them with fuffi- 
cient apprehenfion, to produce anyjinquiry 
in confequence. 

Between twelve and one lolclock the 
King quitted the,rooiR,,and retired. The 

Queen, 
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Qucefl, ■who continued there to a later houi", 
fupped with a large party in her own bo\, 
to "which Pnnce Fredcnc was not admitted 
nor minted After dancing the greater 
part of the night ■with Struenfec, her 
Majefty and he both withdrew nearly at 
the feme time, about three o’clock. The 
company foon followed, and the two Jaft 
perfons who remained in the ball room, 
were Brandt and the Co^nntefe d'Oftcin, 
between whom there fubfifted an attach- 
ment. They were engaged in conterfe- 
Uon, when the maftcr of the reveU went 
up to Brandt, and feid, “ E\cry one is 
gone , I muft order the lights to be e.\tin- 
guiflicd ” — “ 1 ■will give dircfljons for that 
purpofc,” replied he , “ leave it to me ’ 
A fmgular fatality feems to have attended 
the Queen and her friends. In order to 
fcize upon fo numerous a body of men, 
many of whom, it was unquclhonable, 
would refill, if they were not taken by 
furpnze, and feparatcly, it was rcquifite to 
attack them when unprepared and alone. 

The 
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The Countefb cl'Oilcin had invited a fclccT 
company of ladies and gentlemen^ among 
whom were Stiiicnfcc and Biandt, to drink 
tea in liei apartments, after the conclufion 
of the ball. If this party had taken place, 
it would have fiuflratcd the plans of the 
Queen Dowager and her fon. They 

would probably liavc cHccmcd it too dan- 
gcious, to attack fc\cral of the firfl men in 
Denmaik, collcdcd together in one loom, 
who were capable of refiftancc, and might 
have either efcaped, or have defended them- 
felvcs fucccfsfully. In fuch an attempt the 
Royal Palace, whcic the pilncipal among 
them ^ were lodged, mufi; have been ren- 
deied a feene of blood and horror. But, 
one of the ladies who was invited, Ma- 
dame de Schimmelman, having a violent 
head-ach, excufed herfclf. Madame dcBu- 
low, unwilling to go without her friend, 
rnade her excufes likewife ; and the Goun- 
tefs d’Oftein being then the only remain- 
ing female of the party, it was^ aban- 
doned. Every^one retiied to their re- 

VOL, i» F Ipediive 
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rpct^ve apartments, and left tUeri^cfs of 
the cnterpnze free to commence tfiSr opc- 
rttiont. ' 


The momefat for aflion was now amved 
Raiitzau, without lofs of time, entenng 
the btdehamber of the King, awohe him, 
arid ^acquaintctl Mum that there exifted a 
confplracy againTl hiS pcHon ami dignity, 
at the head of which were his anfe, Stru- 
crifeel and s aririus of their atfoemteS He 
then bUbugllt’hii I^lijcfty to confiilt his 
own fecunt), b) inflantt) Cgriing an ordir 
fori their arrefr, which Rantzau tendered 
him, ufing ewery argument to enforce 
Ino folintations. But, Cbndian, though 
feeble m nund, and tahen b) furprizc, not 
Only hefitatcd, but refufed to affix his 
name to the paper The Queen Dow ager 
and Prinec Frcdcnc were therefore called in 
toliis hedfide , and by means of evpodiilat 
lionsy fupponed by eeaggerated or falfe rc- 
jSrcfcntations of the danger which he ir 
curred from delay, they at length procured 
his rcluQant cOiifent. Hc'-tigncd the or- 

^ der, 
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der, -wliich was immediately cariied 'into' 
execution. 

Koller Banner repairing to StiuenreeV 
chamber, forced open the door, and feized 
him in his bed. He was afleep when this 
event ?ook place, for which he was fo totally 
unprepared, that having no cloaths near 
the bedfide, except his mafqUerade drefs, 
he was neceffitated to put on the Domino 
breeches Which he had worn at the ball, 
for want of any others. The weathef 
being extremely cold, he was peimitted 
to wrap himfelf in 4:iis fur cloak, and the)/ 
then conveyed him in a coach to the 
citadel. While Koller Banner arrefted 
Struenfee, Beringlhold, a man of a defpe- 
late but intrepid chara<3:er, accompanied 
by fome foldiers^ entered the room in! 
which Biandt was lodged. Unlike Stru- 
enfee, he ftarted up, feiZed his fword, and 
prepared for reliftance ; but on the foldiefs, 
by Beringlhold ’s orders, levelling their 
pieces, and threatening to fire on him, hd 
gave up his fword, and furrendered him- 

E 2 felf 
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man 8 hand, came fironi the Bardn de Bn- 
low, her inaftcr of the horfe , and that 
its purport -wis to enquire, rrhether it 
■was her pleafure to hunt on that da-y 
But, flo fooner had the call her eye over 
thd paper, add read Its contents, ivith the 
Royal fignaturc annexed, than Ihe inflant- 
ly comprehended the nature and extent 
of her mitfcrtune. Confcious that if Ihe 
could only gam accefs to the King, Ihc 
could in a moment overturn the plans of 
her enemies, (he fprung out of bed , and 
■without ivaiung to put on any thing ex- 
cept a petticoat and (hoes, (he rulhcd intCi 
the antichamber There, the firft objeft 
which (he met was Count Rantzau, feated 
quietly in a chair Recollefling then her 
di(hevcllcd hate, flic cned out, “ Lloi- 
gncz vous, Monfieur Ic Comte, pour I’amour 
de Dieu, car je ne fuis pas prefemable.” 
She immediately ran bach into her cham- 
ber, and haftily threw on fome cloathi, 
alTiflcd b) her women. 


On 
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On attempting a fecond time to leave 
lier room, fhe found , that Rantzau had 
withdrawn himfelf, but had ftationed an 
officer in the door-way, who oppofed her 
further paffage. Rendeied almoffi frantic 
by this infult, added to her dlftrels, ffie 
felzed him by the hair, demanding to fee 
Count Slruenfee, or the King. ‘‘ Ma- 
dam,” faid he, “ I only do my duty, and 
obey niy orders. There is no Count 
Struenfee now, nor can your Majefty fee 
the King.” Having pufhed him afide, 
ffie'' advanced to the door of the anti- 

I 

chamber, where two foldiers had crolT- 
ed their firelocks, in order to flop her 
progrefs. 'The Queen commanded them 
to let hei pafs, and added promifes of re- 
ward if they obeyed. Both the foldiers 
fell on their knees, and, one of them faid in 
Daniffi, “ It is a fad duty, but we^muft 
perform it. Our heads are anfwerable, if 
we allow your Majefty to pafs.” As no 
one, however, dared to lay" hands upon 

F 4 the 



7J MIIIfllKJ or THE 

the Queen, flie ftqiped ovcf ' the inufhetE 
■which were croITcd, and ran half mid, 
along the t omdore, to the King’s apart- 
ment She even forced her way into it by 
violence , but her enemies, aware that Ihe 
might try to gain admittance, and jutlly 
apprehenfive of her influence over him, 
had taken the precaution of rcmoiing him 
betimes, to another part of the Palace. 

Exhaufted by the agitation of her mind, 
and by fuch exertions of body, the Queen 
attempted no further rcfiflance She re- 
turned to her own chamber, where the was 
aided to drefs herfelf, and informpd that the 
mud inflantly quit Copenhagen Rantzau 
had the infolence to fay to her, alluding to 
his gouty feet, “Vous voice, Madame, 
que mes piCds me manquent , mais, nics 
bras font hbres, et j en oflhrai un aaotre 
IWajertd, pour I aider i montcr en aoiturc." 
She was then put into a coach, which 
waited for her at the door near the 
chapel of the Palace Tv-oIadie«, a maid 
fervant, the little Pnnce6 her daughter, 

whom 
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\v^om file ruckled, and a Mijor In tkc 
Danifli ror\icc, got into tlic cai nngc with 
hei. Tluy took the road to Cronlhomg, 
a dlhancc of ahout twcnty-foin miles, 
yrhicb, ns they dro\c at n gicat rate, they 
foon iciched, and in winch iorlierb the 
Queen was confined. 

Having tlnis unnutcly lelntcd the parti- 
culars of that c\tiaordinary niglit, it is not 
my intention to cn‘cr on any of the events 
which followed. Tlicy were in general 
mattcis of notoriety. All huiopc knows 
- the tragical catafliophc of Biandtnnd Stiu- 
enfee ; the former of whom fafTcicd for 
his political and private connection with 
the Miniftei and favourite of the Queen 
Matilda. It w^as not the blow given by 
him to Chrlftian the fevcnih, that brought 

him to the block. That imprudent a6; 

« 

ferved, indeed, for a pretext on wdiich to 
found the accufation ; hut was nor his real 
crime. While in pnfon he w’^as always 
gay, and never appeared to apprehend that' 
he fhould be put to death. His flute con- 
hituted his principal icfource, and he was 

sccuftomed 
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accuftorocd frequeatly to play the air in the 
“ Defcrtenr,” beginning, “ Mounr, c’cft 
notrc dernier reflbrt.” 

Struenfee was as much his fupcnor in 
talents, as he fell beneath Brandt in pcr- 
fonal courage \Vhile confined m the 
citadel, Struenfee drew up his famous con- 
fclEon -a compoGtion which did more 
honour to his abihly as a writer, than to his 
conllancy or fortitude as a man. In it he 
avowed, or divulged, more than his enemies 
probably eapefted , perhaps, more than was 
even true. At the fcaflbid he manifefied 
contrition, as well as pufillanimity, while 
Brandt met his pumflimcnt with a fort of 
carelcfs and unprincipled intrepidity The 
fate of the impnfoncd Queen was long 
doubtful, and Ihc probably owed to her 
near alhance wnth the King of Great Bri- 
tain, tliat meafurcs of evtreme fcvtnty 
were not adopted againft her, by the new 
minifiry of Dcnmarh It was propofed to 
immure her for life, m fome of the pnfons 
of Hate , and the Gallic of Aabourg m the 
pcninfula of Jutland, a folitaiv and fcquef- 

tered 
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tercd piovlncc of the Danifh doinmions, 
once deftined foi the purpofe. But, 
the powerful and fphited inteipofition of 
the Biitifli Cl own procured her rcleafe, 
after paffing more than four montlis in the 
fortiefs of Cionfbouig. She embarked 
from Elfincur, in the end of May 1772, 
and landed at Stade in the Hanovciian 
dominions, where fhe was received with 
diftinguiflied lionours. 

It w^as neverthelefs matter of embanalT- 
ment and difficulty, to fix the precife place 
for her future refidcnce ; as neither the 
ftate of her finances, nor the peculiar 
drcumhances attending her fituafion, 
feemed to didatc Hanover. The Caftle of 
Zell, more retired from public notice, 
feemed better adapted in many refpefts. 
But, it had not been inhabited, except at 
fhort intervals, for near feventy years, and 
required confiderable repairs in order to 
render it commodious. The Queen there- 
fore was carried during the fummer, to a 
little hunting feat, in a remote part of tlie 

Eledorate, not far from the banks of the 

Elbe. 



76 


MEjIOlhS OF THE 


Elbe, nntnedi Gocurde, tcloiiging to hci? 
brother, Hib Untannic Majefty She re- 
matned there la profound retirement, with 
only a few attendants, till the autumn, 
when the repaired to the Caflle of Zell, 
which had been intermediately rendered 
fit for her reception. Tlie hbcralit) of 
the King of Great Britain provided her a 
becoming houfchold, compofed principally 
of Hanoverian nobility of bofli fexe' 
The Queen, who was under no fort of re- 
flraint or confinement, except that a\hich 
her raril and dignity nccelTanly impofcd, 
had frequent drawing-rooms, at which 
perfens of condition were prefented , and 
a theatre was fitted up for her amufement 
in the Caftlc, where dramatic pieces \ ere 
Ircqucntly pcrfomicd 

Her table, if not fplcndid, was ele- 
gant, and the Queens affabilit), added 
to her mtnril cheerfulncfs of temper, 
rendered lici little Court more than eom- 
wonlv agreeable Her pltafiircs, indeed, 
were esticmth limited, from the nature 
of her \>ctuiiur) rUburccs fo‘ fncli 
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Tv*as the gencrofity of hei dirpofitionj that 
it exhaufted her mean*^, and frequently left 
hcr-almoft: deftitute of money. But flic 
was well repaid by the general attachment 
which flie infjfircd. Nc\ cr was any Princefs 
more univcifally beloved ; and never were 
the advantages of adicrficy, on a mind na- 
turally ftrong, , well difpofcdj and good, 
more flrikingly exemplified than in her. 
She poflefled excellent talents, numerous 
rcfources, and great aecompliflimcnts. Had 
her life been prolonged, flie would no 
doubt have made ample atonement foi the 
errors, iqto which youth, inexperience, and 
flattery, had precipitated her while on the 
throne of Denmark. She was unfortu- ^ 
nately fnatched away in the piimc of ilife;' 
at trventy-four years of age, and after 
a refidence of fcarcely mote than two 
years and a half at Zell. I drew fiorrl 
Mantel, her' Valet-de-chambic, whom' V 
have'alieady mentioned, and who attended 
hereto the lafl; moment, the minute detail ' 
of all the ciicumftances attending hei illnefs^ 
h and 
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and death They are too interefting, as 
'ttctl as authentic, not to preferve them, 
as nearly as "poniblc, m Mhutel’s exa£l 
■words. The fimphcity of the n'arratlon 
18 more affcfling, than any ftudicd re- 
atal 

“ The Queen,” Cud he, “ who was of 
a' plethoric habit of body, had been 
•' always conftUutionally fubjeil to inflam- 
“ ‘ mations in her throat, and the weather at 
tile time when '(he died, was ildcommonly* 
«• \winti On Thurfday Uic 4lh of May 
“ 1775, (ho rofc, as washer dUCohi, rather 
“ carlj, and nilhcdout Tlie ladies wlio 
“ accompanied her Majefty, though they 
“ ufed many entreaties, could 'not pres ail 
” on her to wear a capuchin, and (he rc- 
“ turned after a long walk of about twb 
“ hours. When the entered the CaCllc,' I 
“ met her Letting her arms fall, as if 
*' fatigued, (he fiid, “ Mantel, I am ni 5 f 
“ well j I am eaceedingl) tired, and have 
“ palTcd a rcdlcfi night ” I brought in 
“ brcaUid, and (he continued ver) Ian- 
4 ” guid , 
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“ guld ; but nevertbelcfs, made her ap- 
“ pearance at dinner, though 'flie eat little 
“ or nothing. In the afternoon, Ihe com- 
plained for the hrft time, that her throat 
“ gave her pain, and felt inflamed. When 
^‘’the card tables 'rveie placed in the even- 
‘‘ ing as ufual, fhe was too much indif- 
‘‘ pofed, to be able to take any pait in the 
“ diverfion. The ladies about her, pro- 
“ pofed therefore, to have a fofa brought, 
in order that Jflie might lie down, and 
look on while they played. Perceiving 
“ that the Queen was very ill, I prefiimed 
“ to offer my advice, that fhe fhould 
“ go immediately to bed, to which fhe 
confented, and ' ordered her women to 
‘‘ undrefs her. I then implored her ‘to 
“ fend for Leyfer her phyfician, which fhe 
‘‘ at firfl refufed j but on ra'y repeated ihi- 
"portunity, permitted me to calk him in to 
^ her affiftahee. As foon as he had felt her 
pulfe, he was greatly alarmed. Mantel,” 
“ faid the Queen to me, when he '^as 
gone, “Tam very ill,' and I fully'^be- 

“ lieve 
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“ lidCfl jTijill ilic.” Though I affeQcd to 
“ trpit JicTjQjunion as , unfounded, -I was 
“i noL ,thc,[lcfi>, deeply imprelTcd with a 
“(Convidfion,) that flic ,v-as lUj imminent 
“ danger , j 1 > ' 

Oi^|thct cnfuing day i^he jfymgtoras 
“j bceapcjworfc, and up^n Saturdaj , cnip- 
Itippa appeared all overjh^r body < 3 Zim- 
“ mcmianj the cclcbrated'jihjfician, hping 
-fent for from Hanoi cr, i^^red;Otx (he 
“f^undayi, but, fi<;r dt/orde|r,[iihich was a 
putnd feter of a very, malignant nature/ 
,alreadj afTumed tlic rootl alannipg afpeft, 
5‘ and left feared) any hopes of her rc- 
“jcovery, Op Monda),)}io Queen ? toiec 
“ began tp grpi_ imrficuiitc, but flic pre- 
‘difen-cd h(r Knics perfgdly I fat by her 
‘fjMajcfl) contjnualh, night and day, 
“ thpiigh flic, mam times eommanded me 
“ 1^0 lease her, and, go to refl, a^ 1 mud 
“ have need of deep I s as hossescr ih- 
" fent only a fesv minutes at inters als, 
“ in Older to tal c fomc rcfrcflimcnt At 
" length, on thcTucfda), sihuh uas the 

“ da) 
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“ day preceding her death, as all her 
“ female attendants were exhaufted with 
“ watching, and I was become myfelf al- 
“ moft incapable of further exertion or 
■ fervice, a common “ Pille de Garderobe” 
“ was permitted to attend her Majefty. 
‘‘ This girl was the only peffon who caught 
“ the Queen’s diftemper, though it was 
“ certainly malignant and infedfous in 
“ a high degree. She was feized with 
‘‘ a violent fever, the fymptoms of. 
“ which exadly refembled thofe of the 
“ Queen’s malady j but, after ftruggling 
“ with it for three weeks, the girl re- 
“ covered, 

“ During the two laft days, the phyfi- 
“ cians pronounced her Majefty’s cafe 
“ defpeiate and hopelefs. Her ftrength 
“ gradually failed, her voice was quite 
“ extind, and her fenfeS alone remained 
“ perfed. On Wednefday, the loth of 
“ May, I plainly perceived her diffolution 
“ approaching ; and that night, about ten 
minutes after eleven o’clock, £he ex- 

& “ pired. 
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“ pircd Her -women -would not, howt 
“ ever, be perfuaded that the -was dead, 
“ they laid her head on the pillow, and 
“ drclTed her, fttll flattering themfelvcs 
“ that Ihe had life remaining But flio 
“ -was fcatccly cold, before the body began 
“ to change. At five o'clock on Thurfday 
“ morning, the alteration was very per- 
“ ceptiblc , and all the fpots on her face 
“ and neck, which while Ihc was ahtu, 
“ -were red or purple, alTumed a black 
“ colour So rapid and univcrfal a morti- 
“ fication fuccccded, that it became itn- 
** praflicablc to preferve, or to embalm tlio 
" Tiody She was, therefore, pm into lead 
it uhout dcla) , and her funeral was per- 
“ formed on rrida) the laih, at midnight 
“ It \vas an awful and alfeflmg folcmnit) , 
“ the coipfc being followed bj an immcnfc 
” multitude of weepng attendants. All 
“ Royal honours were paid her, and flic 
“ \ as dcpofitcd in the vault of the Dukes 
“ of /ell, near the coffin of Sophia, 
“ rrmcefs of Hanoier" 

Thcfc 
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Thcfc were the cKafl; paiticulars of the 
Queen Maiilda’i? dcatli, as Mantel iclatcd 
them to me. When he had concluded, I 
afkcd if there was any foundation foi a 
(lory, which had been ciiculatcd in London, 
and to vrhich feme credit was attaclicd ; 
that fhc had caught licr illncfs from one of 
•her pages whom flic had vifitcd, and who 
was carried off by a fimilar malignant 
diftemper? “ Tlicrc certainly was,” an- 
fwered he, “ in her houfehold, a page, tvho 
died eight days before the Queen’s fei- 
zurc. The difoider tvhich occafioncd 
“ his death, was a very fcorbutic habit of 
“ body, attended with ulcers and Avelling 
“ in the legs. As he expired in the Caftle 
“ of Zell, the corpfc,* wdicn about to be in-* 
“ terred, w*as laid out in a cojQin not clofed 
“ dowm, and placed in a fmall loom of one 
of the towers, over wLich was another, 
“ wLcre her Majefty frequently remained. 
‘‘ The two apartments ‘communicated by a 
“ little winding ftaircafe, Befoie the fune- 
“ lal commenced, the Queen exprefled a 

G z “ great 
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“ great dcfire to look at the body , but, ber 
“ ladies oppofed it, and rcprcfcntcd to her 
“ horv injudicious, as •well as hazardous, 
“ fuch a cnnofity might pros f In defiance 
of their rcmonftranccs, Ihe perfifi^ no- 
“ vcitbclefs in her wiOi, and went dtiivn 
“ witli that intent, to the chamber in which 
“ the body lay , but, aware of her dcfign, 
“ I had locked the dopr, and removed 
“ key kVhen flic demanded It, I alfurcd her 
“ It could not be found , and after fevcnjl 
vain endeavours, flic therefore returned 
to her own room It happening in the 
“ afternoon, I brought tea to her Majefl) 

“ Wc thought that (he had given up any 
" further intention of looking at the page , 
“ when, in a few minutes flic fuddcnly 
“ flailed up, and before any of the ladies 
“ prefent could intcrpofe to prevent or 
flop her, flic ran down to the chamber 
“ where lay the cotpfc klnfortimatcly, 
“ the door wav tltcn open Ihc flept in, 
“ and (laid about a minute, not longer, rc- 
“ ga ding 1’ a tci lively, but, flic espreflird 
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no particulai honor or emotion at the 
fight,' moie than was natural on con- 
“ teinplating fuch an objedt. I neither 
“ believe that the body could coiUmuni- 
‘‘ cate any infedion, nor is it my opinion 
“ that Ihe ftaid long enough, had theie 
‘‘ been any, for her to leceive it. Whether 
“ the incident might have made a deep, ot 
“ injuiious iraprefiion on her imagination, 
“ is certainly difficult to fay. I cannot 
“ however in any degice impute the 
“ Queen’s confequent illnefs and death, to 
“ this circumftance.” 

I defired him to inform me, if there 
was any ffiadow of leafon for fufpeding 
that poifoii, or other unnatuial means had 
been ufed, to pioduce hei death. “ God 
“ only knows,” faid he : “ I tliink, hot. 
“ The inhabitants of Zell are all as fiimly 
“ perfuaded of her having been poifoned, 
“ as if they had feen her fwallow it. They 
“ tccufe an Italian of having adminiftered 
‘‘ it to her, though the man had not ap- 
“ proached her peifon, for near oi quite a 

03 “ year 
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“ year before her dcecafc. He had been m 
“ the fervice of the Great Dul c of Tuf- 
“ cany*, and being recommended to her 
“ Majelly for a fteward, was fent her from 
" Vienna. He proved to be a moil profli- 
“ gate, unpnnciplcd man. \Vlicn he ar- 
“ nved at Zell, he brought with him a 
“ very pretty )oung woman, whom lie 
“ called his daughter, though Ihc was m 
“ reality his miftrcfs. While he flayed 
“ here, he conrraQcd a number of debts, 
“ and being unable to difchaige them, he 
“ went off with his miftrefs, to Brunfvne 
“ and Berlin He has not been heard of 
“ finer The credulous and prejudiced. 
“ people accufe him of basing been gamed 
“ by the Damfli Court j and believe, that 
“ he admmiflcicd a flow poifon to the 
“ Queen, before Ins departure , hut, I am 
“ not at all inclined to join m fuch a 
“ fufpicion.” 

• Th firv* 'iho tai Cnc* b. n Errj^ni, bj tl c 
aun- of hoovoal tie S coni 


If 
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^ Mantel’s evidence and opinion were 
hot fufEcient to do away jfo unjuft and 
abfurd an imputation, the circumftances of 
the Queen of Denmaik’s diforder, as well " 

I 

as a knowledge of the general ftate of her 
health and conftitutioh, would ftjfEce, in 
my judgment, to difprove the idea of 
poifon. I have already remarked, that Ihe 
was of a very full habit, and at all times 
inclined to inflammatory complaints. She 
had been twice attacked with a fever, fimilar 
to tfat which carried her off, in the courfe 
of the year preceding bet* deceafe. The 
month of May 1775 began with veiy 
warm weather ^ and the Queen who was 
accuftomed to ufe violent exercife, had pio- 
bably over-heated her blood by walking. 
When thefe particulars are impartially 
conlidered, they fulhciently explain the 
.caufes of her death, without haying re- 
courfe to poifon, or to infedrion. 

^In -her perfon {he was more than agree- 
able, and might be pronounced handfome, 
had {he not been too large. It is probable, 

04 - if 
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if fhc had lived many ycaFE, die would 
have become corpulent, though flic endea- 
voured by temperance and fcverc cxerafl:, 
to reprefs that tendenc) Her complexion, 
lihc all the Princes of her Houfc, was very 
fair, her nofc well formed, her eyes elo- 
quent and cxprcflivc, her undcr-hp loo 
large , and m fpeaking, (he had a degree 
of quichnefi, which ncicrthclcfs became 
her She had fine teeth, fmall and regular 
Of her manners, as well as of her talents, 
accomphflimcnts and quahucs of mind, I 
have already made mention When her 
hiflor) is belter known, and more im- 
partially appreciated, poflenty will do 
juflicc to her memory They will place 
her, if not among the number of great, 
yet certainly in the lift of amiable and 
unfortunate Princcflcs They will con- 
fldcr her errors as th* rcfult more of 
fuuation, example, and court fcduflion, 
than of charafler or intention Tliat they 
were ovcibalanccd and obliterated by her 
misfortunes, cannot be denied Her early 

dcatli 
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death renders her peculiarly an obje£t, at 
once of commiferation and of regret. It 
took place at a very critical^ moment, and 
is not the leaft fingular circumftance at- 
tending her deftiny. I lhall probably renew 
my correfpondence from Berlin. 
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LETTER nr 

SrtmfwU — Reipun^Htubcft of Brunfac JVcIfi)- 
butllc — Scrlin. — DflrifUtn cf that Cajillol 

BtfcLiM) OSilrr 191I1 ij^y 
tN m 7 journey from Zell to this city, I 
piflctl tlircc or four days at Brunfvvic, on 
all of svlucli I dined or fupped atCourt The 
Hereditary Prince, to my great regret, ssas 
abfent , his military duty and ranL in the 
Pruflian forces obliging him to be at Potz- 
dam, where tlic reviews and manmuvres 
arc about to commence, which arc per- 
formed there c\ cry autumn The Heredi- 
tary Princcfs, to whom I had tlic honour 
of being known, during the life of the 
late Queen of Denmatl , at Zell, recciscd 
me very gracioutly but I fhould be un- 
grateful, if 1 did not mention in a dif* 
linguifhed manner, the maths of attention 
which I reecUed during my (lay, from 
the reigning Dudicfs of Bninfivic She 

II 
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Is a fifter of the preTent King of Pruffia> 
and poffeffes no inconfiderablc portion of 
the genius, as well as<fuperioiity of mind^ 
which in this age peculiarly chaia6terize 
the Family of 'Biandenburg, as they did 
in the laft, the Houfe of Orange, 

Time has by mo means enfeebled her 
mental poweis, or diminiflicd the animation 
which pervades her difcourfe, though fhe^ 
has already .paffed her fixtieth year. She 
did me the honour to converfe with me 
repeatedly and unrefeivedly, upon _ many 
topics. Hihory, polite letters, poetiy, 
philofophy, tiavels, were all familiar to 
her. .1 have fcarcely ever met with a wo- 
man in any walk of life, who poffefled an 
underftanding more enlarged and culti- 
vated. . She remembeis George the Firft, 
whom fhe had feen in her early youth at 
Berlin ; and flie recounted to me fome 
interefting anecdotes relative to him, as 
well as to the old Eledrefs Sophia, her 
greaf grand-mother. ' More than once, in 
the couife of our converfation, fhe lamented 
9^ the 
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iKr-fcltcratliatTiirjantimpdfed on her, -and 
the inability ■whiclnit infliScd of Tififing 
the vanou! countries of Europe “ How 
“ touch,” faid the to me, “ do 1 cn\"y 
“ ) 0 U that gratification, the renunciation 
“ of rvliich 1 ! dearl) purchafed by all that 
“ birth, or fortune, or elevation can bc- 
“ ftot\ *” 1 rvas ai much penetrated with 

her condefeenfion and unreferve, as I avas 
Uiarmcd by her capacit) and lo\ c of ) now- 
ledge. If flic had been placed on a more 
confpicuous theatre, flie would, I am per- 
fuaded, liave acquired great celebrity but 
flic 15 loll in a German Court of the fccond 
order, fuch as Brunfwic. Wio would 
e\cr hate heard of Cathcmie the Second, 
had flic remaned at Stettin, or at 7crbfl, 
in her original obfeuntj f It is fortune 
alone wliicli can call out cetraordinar) 
abilnics, and place them m their proper 
fphere Neither Richhcu, nor Colbcit, 
nor AIbcroni, however eminent their ta- 
lents, would hate denied their obligations 
to her 


1 bate 
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I have fuid noilting to ;5ou of die Rcli^u- 

nitr Duke of BninlVtc, who is now ahout 

fiMv-four* :uk 1 little mote than .a luin. 1 

was' prefented to him ; hut Itc no lo!n!;cr 

cats in public, finu lie lias keen ailitcd 

bv a p.m.ahlic fliokc, fifteen inonlhs tj^o. 

It is ncaeithclcfs cafv to pf'ceivc, in fjntc 

» 

of Ins pcifonal iniinnifusj tli.ii lie lins 

formcilv been liarKlfonic .and well- made. 

¥ 

His arlicrlatiCn is become verv iiuliflindh 

✓ ^ 

mid hi.i coiiRituliou totally 'cnfcebkd. I 
could not look al him, wUlioul icnc«n.ing; 
C/ii the din'erc.U dediny of Ifr. two lirorbcis. 
One, the imlorUmaic Anthony Ulrick, 
(father of ^ the nioic wicichcd Ivan the 
Tliiid, Empcioi of Rnflia,) Rill, I believe, 
cxiRs at Kolmogory, near Aichangcl, 
among the pcrjietn.d fnows, in tlie vicinity 
of the Ardic Circle. Tiie other, Prince 
Ferdinand, commanded, as you will recoi- 
led, with diftinguifhecl reputation, the allied 
aimies, during the laft war in Germany, 
and is now altogether retired from public life. 

On quitting Brunfwic', avhich I could not 
do without regret, the Hereditary Princefs, 

as 
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as a ptpof pf her -protcSion ^ give me Ittfas 
ofi Jntroiluflton for she HcftditaryiPjSncc, 
Jicr Imfbarul .lastlHl tile Pnneefs Dorothea, 
Sox Pnityo rredent-g? JJnmCwlc, her brother 
'J'o the pohrenefE anil attchnon of the latter, 
I have great obligation}, for rendering m;^ 
flay nr Berlin ngrccahle, as srell as ufcdul 
He IS) hbe all ihe Princes of, his famfl), 
in thcj fcrvice of Proflia,, and during (lie 
greater pan of the year, Jic refidcs in this 
papital , But, he has apartments hhcsrifc at 
the Palace of “ SansSouei,” and is one of the 

T-{ 

ferr vhom the King diftinguifhes by marks 
of hu peculiar regard and aflcflion It is 
from Prince Frederic of Brunfnie, that 1 
have receiicd the only minute detail of hii 
Uncle’s pnvatc life, occupations, pleafurcs, 
and manner of appropnating his time 
particular*, on the accuracy and c\aflitudc 
of V hich the inofl pcrfcfl reliance maj be 
j laced, and svliich arc objcQs of the moll 
libcrd cunofitj ' 

1 mull here premrfe, that 1 have nut 
been prefented to his Pmlfian Majefly , 
a nujonunc, as s\cU as a dilliiidliun, 

for 
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for whicli T am indebted to tlic ** Tour 
lound the Baltic.’’ The ficcdom with 
wliicli 1 vcntuicd to animadvcit in that 
woikj on the paiiition of I’oland, and par-^ 
ticiilarly on the treatment of the city of 
Dantzic by Ficdciicj have c.vcitcd his rc- 
fcnlmcnt. It was fignificd, through tlie 
medium of his miniflci, to tlic Britifli En- 
voy hlr. Elliot, that my being picfcntcd at 
Court would not be agreeable. I am at a 
lofs to determine, wlicthcrj ouglit to con- 
fidcr fuch an cvclufion as fubjeft of pride,, 
or of mortification ; fince I certainly can- 
not cither repent, oi iclradl the ibntiments 
which have occafioncd it. But, 'the friend- 
fhip of Prince Frederic has proem ed me 
an occafion of feeing him more agreeably 
than at his levee, by fending an officer who 
condu<fted me, a few mornings ago, to the 
IJ’rincefs Amelia’s Palace, in the “ Rue Guil- 
laume,” where his Majefty bieakfaflcd. 

I had theie the giatification of con- 
fidering him for a few minutes, diveRed 
pf the reftraint impofed by the forms 

of 
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of a Court King of I^ruffia, un- 

like mod of the other Sovereigns of 
Eufope, IS neither to be fecn, c\cept on 
Tiir)* particular occafionc, bp \iliting the 
capital of his dominions , nor is it at Berlin 
that hii cIiariQcr ean be lluilicd, nor his 
aflions inscfligatcd So limited and re 
drained is the commumcation between 
this metropolis and Potzdam, that fcarecly 
an) thing ttanfpircs here vilhieli is tranf- 
afled there, tiir fcseral da)8 aficrw-ards, 
The King 'map be dangeroud) indifpofed, 
without Its being gencrall) known, or 
without the nature of lus Hlnefs being well 
underftood At ^^enna, and at Drcfden, 
they are often better acquainted with the 
private tranfaflions of Tredcric, tlian in his 
own capital, only twenty miles from the 
place of lus refidence Such is the policy, 
and fuch arc the precautions of that able 
and c'ctranidinar) I’nncc ' 

Ufforc, liQwescr, I enter on the evamm- 
ation of Ins chanfler, and the Icadiiiy 
events of his Reign, 1 mud fa) a ftw vrnrdi 

rcla lie 
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iclativc to Beilin,. They fliall be few, in, 
compliance with the pilnciplc nhich I 
have laid down, of dcfciihing men, not 
citicr. Unlike Paris, London, or Madrid, 

f 

tins place iccalls to the beholdci at c\ciy 
llcp, the image, the genius, and the a^lions 
of the icigning Sovereign. It i.s a minor, 
in wlncli Incdenc is pcipctually feen, either 
as the Gcncinl, llic AicbiteiSl, oi the 
Mailer. Peter tlic Gicat is not moic con- 
flantly picfcnt to the imagination at Peterf- 
buigli, than the picfcnt Kmg of Prnfiia at 
Beilin. He is befidcs, the Palladio of his 
own Capital. I have fecn him liding 
llowly tluough the principal hrccts, ac- 
companied only by his nephew Prince 
Fiederlc of Brunfwic, a General pPicer, 
and three or four attendants ; giving cxat!l 
diie<9;ions iclativc to every Pi udlurc, and 
examining wdth his glafs at his eye, the 
progrefs of the w'orks undertaken for its 
embellifliment. 

Like Peterfburgh, this city is magni- 
ficent, legiilai, and has fpiung up fince the 
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beginning of the prcfcnt centoiy It 
csifted indeed prcvioufly, but, only eighty 
years ago, it contained no more tlian 
twenty-five thoufand inhabitants. They 
now cfiimate the population at above a 
hundred and twenty ihouCind In the cen- 
tre of Berlin, a ftranger finds himfelf com- 
pletely fnrrounded bj a groupe of palaecs 
or public buildings, of the rood linking 
kind. Several owe tlieirconllruflion to the 
prcfcnt King , and on the front of the 
Opera Houfe, wliicli lie built at the begin- 
mng of his reign, wc read the Ihort and 
clafllc infcripiion aflived by himfelf, " Frc- 
“ dcncus Rc-v, Apollmi, ct Mufis.” Ilis 
univcrfal and crcatiic genius has however 
been conllantly intent on maintaining the 
fpint of militarv cnthofiarm,in the midll of 
peace, and among all the difplay of archi- 
tcftiiic, tallc, or magniriccncc M'c never 
ceafe to recollcil that wc arc in a country , 
where from the foicrcign to the pcafant, 
netj man is bom a foldicr Bu*, it i« in 
the Gamlon Diurcli, that thofc feeling* 
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ale pccubaily awakened, animated, and 
Called into action. 

I was picfcnt at the fcrvice peifoimed 
there, feme da)S ago Nothing in ancient 
iconic, or Spaita, could liave heen moie 
ably and aitfully calculated to mix the love 
of glory with the lites of religions woifl-iip. 
Nothine: can he moie calculated to lalfe the 
PrufTian foldier in his own cdiinalion, above 
thofe of other European States. No relies, 
faints, or Hiiines are tliere to be found : 
the mu fie, oinaments, and decorations aic 
all niihtaiy, and all appi opr late. Trophies 
and enfigns, gained in battle, float from the 
roof in every part of the ediflee. They 
remind the veteran of his pafl; exploits, and 
carry him, in the midfl: of devotion, to the 
feene of his valour at Rofbach, at Lifi'a, or 
at Torgau. They foften the angiiifli of his 
wounds, awaken the mofl: grateful recol- 
ledfions in liis bofom, and render him a 
participator in the fame of his Sovereign. 
The four heroes of the Pruflian monarchy 
who fell in battle, Schwerin, Keith, 

II 2 Wintci- 
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Wintcrfeldt, and KJcift, are elevated on 
four pedeftats, funnounted with cmbicmj 
of war and viilory He who can refill 
the combined efibO; of fo many objeflj, 
afting at once upon the fenfef, the alTcc- 
cons, and the undcrftanding, mull be en- 
dowed with more than common apathy 
If, however, Berlin Ilnkea b) its regubr- 
it) and the magnificence of us public build- 
ings, It imprcfics not Icfs forcibly with 
a fcntiracnt of raelanclioK It is neither 
enriched by commerce, enlivened b\ the 
general refidcncc of the Sovereign, nor 
animated bj induflty, bufincf', and free- 
dom An air of filencc and dcjcdlion 
reigns in the llrccts, where at noon-di) 
fcarcely any panengers- arc fecn cveept 
foldics. Hie popubtion, mucli as it lias 
augmented during the prefent reign, n. 
fiilt very unccjual to the ertert and magni- 
tude cf the citr ORcntition and raniti, 
more llian utility or ncccfiitv, feem to 
have impclhd 1 rcdcnc to enlarge and cm 
bclliQi hit capital Tlie fplcndld f on s C 
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llie fincR houfes, ficquciitly conceal poverty 
and wietchednefs. A colonnade, haidly 
infeiior to the Louvre, piovcs -when in- 
fpedled, to be only a cafern, oi a barrack. 
We are firft dlHippointcd, and in the end 
difgufted with this’deccplion. Pctei fburgh, 
though fituate in a much moic inclement 
latitude, has a thoufand natinal and politi- 
cal advantages, ^Y]lich nic fought in vain 
at Berlin. The Neva itfclf, at the former 
city, flowing majefllcally fiom the lake 
Ladoga into the gulf of Ihnland, is at once 
a fublime and pleafing objed, covered with 
fhips, and exhibiting a fccnc perpetually 
vaiying, as well as gay. Heie, the little 
liver Spiee creeps along, unnoticed and 
forgotten. Like London, Berlin is com- 
pofed entiiely of biick; for there are, un- 
fortunately, no quairies of (tone in its vici- 
nity. They mafle indeed the exteiior of 
the houfes with plafter -or Rucco , but it 
foon falls off, and betrays the original mean- 
nefs of the materials. The King too ap- 
pears to be more fond of conRruding than 

H 3 of 
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of rqiainng, though he compels fuch of 
his fubjcils as build, to conform to the tulct 
of architcflurc, and to the clesation orplan 
of the adjoining houfes. 

Nothing can be more deditutc of beauty 
or fertility, than the environs of Berlin 
On ci cry fide flrctchcs an cicpanfc of fand, 
and as foon as a carnage palfes the gates, 
it 15 buned up to the a\le trees. Scarcely 
any trees, c-veept firs, arc to be feen , and 
cien from hence to Potrdam, the interme- 
diate countr) IS in many parts almod a 
v-itdemcfs. The morals s\hich furrounds 
I’ctcrfburgh, is not fo drearj , and the 
fangc rocks, deditutc of segctaiion, amidd 
which Stockholm i- built, arc at lead undu- 
lated, romantic, and piflurcfquc. Lsen 
llanoccr, though certainly not placed in a 
fas cured pofition, or m a fertile foil, jet is 
prc'cublc in theft rcfptfli to the Pruflian 
capila! 1 Ihall fa) no more Iiotvcrcr upon 
It , nor fliould 1 hasc gone into fo large a 
detail, if 1 did not cnnfidtr it as intimately 
conn'eted with the charafler and genius of 

tie 
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tlie King. Other ci,ties are conflruifted or 
embelliihed, at leaft.in fome degiee, by the 
people, in pioportion to the commerce, 
opulence, or grandeur of the State. But, 
the moft beautiful part of Berlin, the 
Fredericftadt,” ‘is almoft exclufively the 
work of Frederic. The “ Memoires de la 
-Maifoh de^Brandebourg” are fcarcely more 
his own production. Indeed, by no means 
as much fo, if we may believe thofe who 
wifh to detract from his literary merit. I 
am however of a different opinion ; nor 
can I fee any thing in that performance, 
to which, without the aid of Voltaire or 
D’Alembert, the talents of the King are 
Unequal. It is only when he condefcends 
to affeCt their manner, that we feel inclined 
to difpute his oiiginahty. 


i> 
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LETTER IV 

Exmiatlicn cf tte Chamber arj ABun cf 
Frederic tte Scctnd, hir^ cf FrvJJia 

BlILLDt OJdrr aj 17 

JT IS difTicult to contemplate, and Aill 
more diHicult to delineate a charafler 
fo tntcrefting as that of the prefent Kang 
of Pruflia, svithout a degree- of enthufiafm 
allied to partiality Perhaps, if ve cveept 
Caifar in anliqiiita , no Prince of ana age 
Jias exhibited fuch a combination of talent*, 
cquall) adapted to the field and to the 
cabinet, to afliec as as ell as fpeciilamc 
life But, Iihc Cxlar, he is not exempt 
from infinntties, faults, and dcfcfls of 
man) kinds , in feme of which he bears 
too clofe a rcfemhlancc to the Roman 
Piflator A leign of fcacn and thirt) 
jear*, p-lTcd in perpetual aiciliinides of 
\ at and p^ace, ha given him fcope for 

tie 
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die difplay of all his abilities. His mili- 
laiy Ikill and lefomces have defervedly 
placed him among the firft Commanders of 
the prefent century : while his bold, deci- 
five, and, vigorous policy has added exten- 
hve provinces to his dominions; and laifed 
him from a Sovereign of the fecond Older, 
almoft to an equality with the lirft crowned 
heads in Euiope. His legiflative labors, 
and his benehcial exeitions for cnrichine, 
peopling, and feitilizing his country, lay 
claim to our approbation, and are wife, as 
well as highly meritorious. Even his lei- 
fure has not been without utility to the 
world, while it has been rendered emi- 
nently fubfervient to his own fame. His 
^ compofitions, hiftorical, political, and poe- 
tic, will be read in future times, if not with 
admiration, at lead with pleafure. When 
we reflect on thefe circumftances, can we 
wonder that he has attracted the univerfal 
- attention of mankind, and that every other 
Prince finks into comparative obfcuiity 
near him ? 
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Bat, while I admit hiG claim to im- 
mortality, I am not dilpofed to be hia panc- 
gynft Much as we admire, we are httlc 
tempted to love him Ambmon, from the 
hour of hi8 acceffion to the prefent mo- 
ment, has been his only real paffion Nei- 
ther the faith of treaties, nor the laws of 
nations, nor the principles of jnlhce and 
eqmty, have ever fuffiaently rellrained 
him from purfumg the aggrandizement of 
the PrufUan monarchy The conqueft 

of Silefia, under all the circumftances, 
can fcarcely be juftified the partition 

of Poland, however ns injullice mav feem 
to be diminilhcd by the concurrence of 
Auflna ^d Ruffia, was an aQ that re- 
volted every mmd not mfeoCblc to the dif- 
tinihons of nght and wrong His own 
glory, more than the felicity of his people, 
has conlhtuted, at every period of his. 
icign, the rule of his pohtical conduQ 
Though not cruel, he is neverthelefs m 
fomc rcfpefls opprcllive though he rarely 
permits capital pumlhntcats, he exafts pc- 
, cumaiy 
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cuniary contiibutions from his fubje£ls, 
fcarcely Icfs fubverfive of their domeftic 
iiappinefs, than would be the utmoft feve- 
lity of penal laws. His vigilance, it is 
tine, nev 6 r hceps ; and he is felt on the 
diftant frontier of Courland, 01 of Cl eves, 
at the extiemities of his dominions, aim oft 
as much as heie at Berlin. But, fo was 
Philip the Second, the moft odious tyiant 
of modern times. It is for the prefcrvation 
of his own greatnefs alone, that Frederic 
wakes. Even his pleafures are gloomy, 
philofophic, and folitary. Love never in- 
vaded the privacy of “ Sans Souci,” nor 
foftened the auftere and cheeilefs hours of • 
Frederic’s private life. He is great, but 
not amiable j we repder homage to his ta- 
lents, his reputation, and his vidtories : but 
we defire to live undei a more benign and 
unambitious Prince. We are pleafed to 
viftt Beilin, as an objedt of liberal curiofity ; 
but we prefer the lefidence of London, 
qf Vienna, or of Naples, 


Fiederlc 
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Fredenc thtfSecond is the oldcfl: reigning 
Sovereign in Europe, and has nearly com- 
pleted his fixty-li*cth year His confti- 
tuuon, naturally found, if not vigorous, 
retains its force , and his body is accuf- 
tomed to, as well as ftiU capable of great 
fatigue. The gout, and the infirmities aj- 
moft infeparably attendant on his period 
of life, have indeed enfeebled his legs, 
but, once on horlebacL, and feated in the 
faddle, he is equal th prodigious efforts, 
fuftained for a very confiderable length of 
time. He is of a middle Cze, inchned to 
thm, and he {loops in walhing orm ndmg 
His face, though now become wrmklcd, 
more perhaps by fatigues ahd agitations, 
than from the progcpfs of age, or the 
effeOs of difeafe, is one of the mofl am- 
mated and interefbng e\er beheld There 
IS in It a fire and an intelligence, which 
widely difbnguilhes him from common 
men Etery fine and every feature may be 
ftudied, and have their meamng His eye 

is 
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is uncommonly clear' and biilliant, though ^ 
he is fo fhoit-fighted, as ufually to have 
recourfe to a glafs, even when on hoife- 
back. He has a bold and finely-formed, 
but not an aquiline nofe. Of his hair, 
time has only fpared fome few thin and 
fcattered locks, about the crown of his' 
head. In order to fupply the want, he 
wears falfe curls and a long queue. 

Nothing .can be lb fimple as his drels, 
which never varies. It is indeed fcarcely 
exempt from the imputation of - mean- 
nefs, and by no means always intitled to ' 
the praife of cleanlinefs. His coat is a 
plain uniform of common blue cloth, with- 
out ornament or embroideiy of any kind. 
On his bread; appears the ftar of the Pruffian 
Order of the ‘‘ Black Eagle but he very 
rarely wears the riband, or other infignia. 
He is always booted, as becomes a foldier ; 
and thofe who fee him conftantly, have 
fcarcely ever beheld his legs. Round his 

middle is tied his fafh. Charles the Twelfth 

/ > 

of Sweden might have worn Frederic’s 
fwoid, without departing, from the chatac- 

terlftic 
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tenfhc fimpliaty of his drefi. It is a mi- 
htary one, perfeflly unornamented, ■with 
a plain filver hdt, to which hangs a fwbrd-' 
knot Has hat is of a monftious fize, fur- 
mounted with a white Panache or plume 
Either economy, or careleffnefs, or both, 
induce him to wear his cloaths as long as 
decency will permit, indeed, fometimes, 
rather longer He is accuftomed to order 
his breeches to be mended, and his coat to 
be pieced under the arms. It was an un- 
ufual mark of attention to the Great Dufce 
of Ruflia, when he was here lad year, that 
the King made up a new uniform fuit 
and hat, m honour of fo illuftnous a gueft. 
To complete the negligence of his appear- 
ance, he takes a great deal of Ihuff, and 
lets no finall portion of it flip through his 
thumb and fingers, upon his cloaths It 
mud be owned that this cudom giics him 
fometimes almod a difguding air Yet, 
acrofs fo much negleft and contempt of 
external forms, 1 think one may eafily, 
without any aid of imagination, perceive 
the hero, the philofopher, and tlic King 

Tlirough 
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Througli every part of the royal hoiife- 
hold, tliere reigns a (imilar {implicity^ 
which ftrongly contrafts with the exterior 
of' Royalty in other Courts. Much of it 
doubtlefs originates in his dillike of fliew, 
and fomething inufl: be attiibutcd to pecu- 
niary motives. In divefting himfelf of the 
pomp attendant on fovereign power, the 
King, befides the emancipation, avoids the 
expence connected with it; and in tliis 
part of his charader, as in many others, 
he refembles his father, much more than 
his grandfather. Frederic the Firft, the 
moft oftentatious, expenfive, and magnifi- 
cent of Princes, delighted in the pageantiy 
and ceremonial of a Couit. Frederic 
William, the late King, economical almoft 
to parfimony, detefted fucli vain exhibi- 
tions ; and was fupremely happy to fmoke 
and drink among his officers, in an obfcuid^ 
guard-room, or a fummer-houfe. Nevet 
was any contraft greater, nor diffimilaiity 
more complete, than between the two laft 
Kings of Pruffia. 


When 
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When his prefcnt Majefty is at “ Sails 
Souci,” he 13 unattended by any regular 
guard. A corporal and four foldicrs arc 
fent there from Potzdam towards evening, 
and they withdraw at daybrtah Indeed, 
their prefence is not meant for the pro- 
teflion of the King’s perfon , but, merely 
to fecure his peaches and apneots from de- 
vallation, to which they might otherwifc 
be hablc. He repofes in pericQ fecunty, 
if not on the affe£tions, on the obedience, 
fubjefbon, and admuatioil of his fubjefts. 
His table, as well as bis drefs, are fubjefled 
to certam rules, which mark his charadler, 
and which become interefbng on that ac- 
count No Fnnce is better ferved, though 
without any fplcndour or magnificence 
He IS, indeed, by no means infenfible to 
the phyfical pleafurc of eating, confidcred 
as diftmfl from the convinality of the 
table , but, as he docs not hi c to cat alone, 
a fmall number of perfons, ufually officers 
of rank, are every day muted to his din- 
ner The Lmperor Gallicnus was not a 

more 
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more accurate proficient in the fcience of 
cookery, than is Frederic. He has, it is 
true, only eight diflrcs generally feived ; 
but each is drefled by a feparate cook, 
and each is excellent in its kind. Four are 
French, two Italian, and the remaining two 
are accommodated to his Majefly’s parti- 
cular tafte. It muft be admitted, that fo 
much attention to the gratification of ap- 
petite, favours more of the fchool of Epi- 
curus, than of Zeno. Philofophcr as he 
is, the Father of the Poitico is not his 
model. 

In his deflert the King is expenfive and 
fplendid, fparing neither endeavours, nor 
money in order to procure the moft deli- 
cate fruits in abundance. The produdions 
of the tropical, as well as temperate 
' climates, are heaped before him. He eats 
plentifully, and drinks gaily as well as 
freely, of his favourite wines, which are 
Burgundy and Champagne. I am affured 
that he commonly fwallows near a bottle 
of the former, and of the latter fome 
VOL. I. ^ I glalfes 
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glafles every day Iti “■ liqueurs” he 
rarely indulges, and he touches noiupper 
He fleeps without either a night-cap, or 
any covering about his head When he 
nfes, his firft operation is to pull on his 
flockings, before he quits the bed, 'and 
then his boots- over them. His hair and 
beard are difpatched in a few mmutes, by 
the firft valet or footman who prefents 
himfelf The Pnneefs Amelia his filler, 
ufed formerly to mahe his ftiirts , but, as 
fhe has of late years become incapable, from 
difeafe and mfitmity, of continuing the 
pra£hce, he is obliged to receive them 
from other hands. 

The apptopnation of his ’time, his occu- 
pations, and amufements, is regulated with 
IcnipulouB accuracy, and never a ancs ex- 
cept when he is abfent from “ Sans Souci ” 

“ My uncle,” faid Vnnee Frederic of 
Brunfmc to me, “ nies in fummer at 
“ four in the raomingi and even in winter 
“ at five, or foon afterwards. He breakfalls 
“ quite alone, on chocolate, and till ten 

“ o'cloch 
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o^clock he is entirely occupied in tranf^ 
vidting affairs of flate, which he difpatches 
in perfon, with ligoroiis cxaflitude. From 
“ that hour till near noon, he goes firft to 
“ the parade, then walks, or as is more 
commonly his cuftoin, lides, if his health 
peimit. He returns to the Palace of 
“ Potzdam, or to “ Sans Souci,” before 
twelve, and fits down to dinner pre- 
“ cifely at noon. After the repaft, he 
“ ufually remains fome time at table, 
“ where he unbends himfelf in converfation 
with thofe about him. His afternoon is 
“ divided between books and mufic, in the 
“ latter of which he is a connoiffeur and a 
“ performer. At fix, one of his fecretaries 
enters, and reads to him fuch letters as 
“ are addreffed to him upon literal y fub- 
jefts, or any intelligence relative to that 
line of correfpondence. He didates his 
“ replies immediately. The King eats no 
“ fupper, but retires to his chamber at 
nine, and goes diredly to bed. Such is 
his conftant mode of life*” 

I z 
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The empire of the mind over the body 
was, perhaps, never more forcibly esem- 
phfied than in Fredcnc. Neither fatigue, 
nof perfonal infirmity, nor indifpofitioii, 
iinlefs of the fevereft kind, feem to have 
{lower over him. He can force hitnfelf 
to almoft any exertions, and of this faculty 
he has given a thoniknd proofs. A fm- 
gular inllance happened only three weeks 
fince. The annual reviews and manoeuvres, 
performed at Potzdam m the autumn, had 
been poflponcd more than once, on account 
of his inability to affift at them in perfon 
His complaints were of a nature which 
rendered it difficult as well as dangerous 
for him to appear m pubhc, being troubled 
with bods, that incapacitated hitd for fitting 
his horfe After feveral delays, the re- 
views were however at length fixed for a 
ciitain day Contrary to all expeflation, 
the Kmg came on the ground when the 
troops were drawn up, placed himfclf at 
their head, and led them to the charge in 
perfon He fuppoited the firft day’s 

fatigue 
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-fatigue tolerably well ; but on the fecond^ 
when he attempted to difmount from his 
horfe, fuch was his ftate of weaknefs, and 
fo exhaufted was he, that he immediately 
fainted. This effe<3; of his exertions did not 
prevent him from oomm'anding on the third 
and laft day, nor from going through every 
evolution with his foldiery. 

The annual reviews in the vicinity of 
Berlin, which ufually take place in May, 
are open to the infpedfion of ftrangers from 
every European nation ; but in thofe of 
Potzdam, the utmoft fecrecy is preferved^ 

, A veil is drawn over them ; and neither 
rank, nor intereft, nor favour, can -procure 
admiffion to be prefent at their performance. 
Any perlbn who, incited by curiolity, 
fhould venture under a borrowed tiame, or 
difguifed, to intrude as a fpedator, would 
probably experience a fevere -and humi-* 
liating punifliment. Such examples have 
occurred. The King referves to himfelf 
and to his general officers exclufively, the 
manoeuvres at Potzdam, as a fchool wheie 

I 3 experi- 
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eipenments in the fcience of taiiics may 
be made, which other Pnneea and troopj 
arc only permitted fubfcquently to leam 
bv their eicpenencc or misfortune in war 
Even if the Pruflian difciphne were nor 
'fuperior to that of Auftna, France, or 
Ruffia , yet the myftery, and the precautions 
that are ufed to conceal it from public new, 
cannot fail to produce A greAt effeQ Oh- 
feunty IS one of the lineft foutecs of the 
fublune, and always imprclfes with mingled 
refpcG and terror Fredenc has wifely 
availed himfclf of every arcumllance which 
may augment die confidence of his own 
foldicrs, and intimidate the enemy 

It 13 in the vafi: detad which he embraces, 
that wc find matter of peculiar wonder, as 
well as admiration Ko Sovereign ever 
knew better the value of umc, or appor- 
tioned It more f) (Icmatically His aflive 
and comprelienfivc genius, inured to the 
labour of the clofct, cames its rcfcarchcs 
through every department of Hate. His 
Gevihlc tilents comprehend olgedls the 

mofl. 
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moft diffimilar.' He fees, hears, and re- 
plies to all difpatches in perfon, as much 
as it is poffible to be done. The meaneft 
jof his fubjedts can addrefs to the throne 
their petitions or complaints, without pall- 
ing through any official medium ; and 
they are fecure of receiving an anfwer, if 
not of ledrefs. Numberlefs inftances might 
be cited, to prove the pundiuality with 
which he leplies to letters of every kind. 
Count Dhona, when governor of Konigf- 
berg fome yeai'S ago, was indebted a fmall 
fum to his taylor ; but which, though fre- 
quendy folicited, .he always declined to 
difcharge. The taylor, defpairing of his 
own ability to enforce paymeht, addrelTed 
a letter to the .King, Hating his cafe, and 
imploring- his/Majefty’s gracious interfer- 
ence in his behalf. By return of poft he 

v _ 

-received an, anfwer from Frederic, ordering 
him to \yait on Count Dhona immediately, 
who would have been previoufly made ac- 
quamted with his pleafure, and who would 
infallibly difchaige the debt. The taylor 
f ) '54 did 
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did as he was commanded, and procured 
from Dhoni fiia money That nobleman 
had met with a leverc reprimand, accom- 
pamed with a peremptory injunflaon not to 
delay the payment of his arrcar I have 
feen many of Frederic’s letters, wntten with 
his own hand they are admirhbly penned, 
and frequently contain the moft delicately- 
turned compliments. Mr Collins, an En- 
glilh merchaht, eftihhlhed at Komgfberg, 
wTio fends him annually the firft flurgeoh 
taVen at Pdaw, never fads to receive an an- 
fwer to his letter that aecompames the pre- 
fent, couched m terma of the highcll good 
breeding Such attenbons from a Sove- 
reign are very flattering Frederic, who 
18 acqnamted With the hnman heart and its 
fecrct fpnngs, knows the Valnt of that coin, 
and frequently pays in ib 

All the fcattcrcd riiys iind fundbons of 
royalty are doncentcred in his perfon , and 
he can fcarccly With propriety, he Gud to 
ha\e any great offleer of Hate, ot even any 
firft mimftcr Nhtlung of importartce is 
tranCiftcd, 
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can be no doubt. Gcrta‘m\y, none of the 
Northern Potentates can cortefl; with him 
in pecuniary llrength. Cathcihic the Se- 
cond, who has not yet by any iix*ans reco- 
vered her immenfe cxpendituie in the late 
war againft thcTurks, is compelled to apply 
Co Plolland, for aOiftance in laifing even 
a common loan. Sweden as well as Den- 
mark are poor, and both ciowns aic in 
debt. Poland, fincc the partition in 1772^ 
Is little moie than a nominal fovercignty, 
inadequate to its own defence. Even Maria 
Theiefa polTeffes fcarcely any treafuie, 
though her rcfouices, dominions, and poli- 
tical power are very extenfive. It is diffi- 
cult to calculate the prodigious fuperiority, 
which fuch a command of money mull 
neceffiarily confer in the firft moments of a 
rupture, particulaily under the dirc(S:ion of 
a Piince like Frederic. To his father’s 
rigid parfimony, he in fadl may be faid to 
owe the acquifition of Silefia, not lefs than 
to his own talents ,and decifion. The 
Empeior Charles the Sixth at his deceafe, 

left 
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V. 

6nce- She was afterwards married to the 
Prehdent Gocceli, and now lives with her 
hufband at Gros-Glogau in Silefia. Vol- 
taire in his ‘‘ Pucelle,’* has Iketched the 
King in a fituation noway favourable to 
his reputation as a man of gallantry ; but, 
let it be remembered that Voltaire is a poet, j 
and an incenfed one, to whofe hiflorical 
portraits little credit is due. Whether his 
coldnefs be the refult of moral, or of phyfical 
caufes, in gallantry of mind he is ceitainly 
not at all deficient. On the contrary, it is 
well known that he is much more eafily 
induced to grant a requefi: made by a wo- 
man, than by a man ; and he frequently 
accords to female folicitation the fame boon, 
which he had pofitivelyrefufed to a general 
or a courtier, ' It would be eafy to cite in- 
ftances of the aflertion. 

His clemency, like that of Csefar, has 
been fubjeft of great encomium j and whe- 
ther we attribute it to a foit of philofophic 
indifierence, to magnanimity of mind, or 
to refined policy, it ftill excites our refpe^. 

Perhaps, 
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nifliment could temfy or leftrain. Injuries, 
and attempts' of the inoft atrocious nature 
againil; his own perfon, he laiely punidies 
>vith the feverity pra^tifed in othei coun- 
tries. Such lenity may even be juflly cen- 
furable, fmc6 it tends to cncouiage crimes, 
by holding out a piofpeft of impunity. A 
repiimand, banifliment from his picfence, 
or a fliort -confinement in the Caftlc of 
Spandau, the Baftile of Pruflia ; thefe are 
the ufual maiks of his indignation, which 
feldom pioceeds to extiemities againft the 
moft profligate offenders. 

- It is neverthelefs only juftice to make a 
difl:in<!Iion, due equally to Fredeiic and to 
truth. While he oveilooks, or fuffers to 
pafs unnoticed, the mofl; virulent and in- 
decent attacks on his own condudb or cha- 
racter, he rigoroufly chaftizes crimes againft 
the ftate. His fubjeCls, though they venture 
to load him with inveCtives, dare not 
tranfgrefs the laws. Pei haps, the defire of 
being handed down to pofterity, as not 
only the greateft, but the moft placable of 
Princes, has conduced more than either 

benignity 



=>H 

•jdoon 01 jouadnj nvpjtnsip 

OAtwoos ‘SJ3tp[oj mj sc [[SAi EC ‘sjobttfo try; 
•3JP aiotjAiou punty oq oi tnpcynqiua nc 
ijjitt Wo|Jai5 3q moqAS pc Snnctnrac ni 
pDpsMonj sci[ 3q puc sj3tnmn snonciS 
qjotn 3qi 3ainjjc sjnjcDjd ic uc3 sq ‘Xiqiq 
-cjfc ptic uogn33j3pno3 3jcyiq) spsjoim siq 
3J3qAA ‘3pnqi3j\^ •siiraumnsj priucd qiiAV 
t3iidjni 33I0A siq JO oao) sqi nOAS puc 
‘ sjsoijoj JO [[ry si ‘3jc3[d oi ssqpAi sq J3A3 
-uaqii ‘uontjioAuoa sijj •SDjodjnd siq oi 
lU3iAj3jqnj tosqi Sufqcui jo puc ‘putqucm 
Saraoui JO irc sqi ‘ssi&p oicmmnjuoj 
pjooi c m psjpjod asAo eoduUiJ aasj 

ureqi ojcaoui 

- 3 UIUI 03 01 3 tn aoj Xicjjoasu it J 3 pu 3 i oi 
uAiouq jpAi 001 3 JCC qaiqAA ‘ssoucpm qpqi 
JO pjcsq puc pc 3 j scq odojug py in 3 ni 
-uojiiduii puc 3 px 3 Xq 3 uruD araqi sicidis 
01 youi 1 C 10 ‘ iimbus 3 pnp oi ‘Xiusns 
3 qi KDl dn raiq asAipp oi ao ‘uojiod of 
Suipuaiui JO popiAuoD ‘U 3 Ui psiAOjjc scq 
3 q icqi Stqtqpluoaut Sr aj -raiq nr saiuqic 
qoum oj 3 ii qotqAA sstanrui jo uoia 
-tjqo 3^^ 33 npoad oi ‘Xoipd ao itiiuSrasq 

Str 


mi ao scionart 



COURT OF BERLIN^, etC. 1 29 

He is ceitainly better fervecl, and more 
implicitly obeyed, than any Sovereign in 
Europe; though his appointments, parti- 
cularly in fubaltern military employments 
below the rank of captain, are extremely 
narrow. Frederic knows how to pay, with 
equal eafe and dignity, the mod; flattering 
compliments, where diflinguifhed merit or 
great actions feem to claim it from him. 

When the piefent Emperor Jofeph the 
Second vifited him at Neifs in Silefia, juft 
eight yeais ago, his Imperial Majefty was 
accompanied by feveral Auftrian officers of 
diftindion. Among otheis was General 
Laudohn, fo juftly celebrated foi the advan- 
tages w'hich he gained over the Prullians in 
the late war, on various occafions. The 
King aftedled always to call him Monfietir 
le Marechal^ though he well knew that 
Laudohn had not attained that rank, and 
omitted no opportunity of expreffing the 
higheft admiration for his talents, even at 
his own expence. When dinner was ferved, 
Laudohn, with his ufual modefty, v/oyld 
have placed hfmfelf on the other fide of the 

VOL. I, ' K table, 
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lions to literary fame by no means without 
'foundation ; though in his capacity of an 
author, he is not exempt from numerous 
piejudices and predilections. Thofe to 
whom the interefts of levealed religion are 
dear, will however neither overlook, nor 
ought to pardon, the evident tendency of 
his wi kings j that of avowedly overturning 
and ridiculing Chriftianityi Even his wit 
is too fiequently levelled at the fame objeCt* 
It is difficult to compofe the hiftory of oul* 
own times, and ftill more fo the hiftory of 
our own family, without great partialities 
and impeifeCtionS ; a remaik fully exem-* 
plified in the “ Memoires de la Maifon dc' 
Brandebourg.” He has fpokeU too con- 
temptuoufly of his grandfather Frederic the 
Fir ft, to whofe vanity or ambition j it mat- 
ters not ■ which, is folely due the dtown 
now worn by his fucceftbrs. However 
little or puerile when ftiidly appieciatedj 
might be the. motives which impelled Fre- 
deric to afpire to the Royal, in'ftead of con- 
tenting himfelf with the Electoral dignity, 
his defcendants owe him great obligations. 

K 2 Piince 
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be made public, even after the King’s 
deceafe. But, may we not fafely truft to 
the vanity of the \\ritei, for its being given 
to the world? He will probably take 
effedtual precautions to lecurc the fame, 
which he has fo dearly earned in the clofet, 
as well as in the field. 

The retirement in which he lives, and 
the fmall portion of time that he pafies here 
at Beilin, tender the paiticulars of his 
condud and private life much more con- 
cealed, than thofe of other European 
Princes. Sovereigns, if not perfonally 
refident in their capitals, are however 
always acceffible to curiofity and enquiry. 
They are ufually furrounded with foreign 
Minifters, courtiers, women, and ftrangers, 
who tranfmit intelligence of their health, 
their actions, and their occupations, by 
every poll. But Potzdam and “ Sans 
Souci”_ offer no facilities of the kind. It 
is not permitted to the Envoy of any fo- 
reign State, to prefent himfelf before the 
King, unlefs upon fpecial bufinefs, and 

K 3 after 
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Hls military talents and reputation reft 
on too fkm a bafis, to be eafily fhaken or 
contefted. The defeats of Colin, of Hoh- 
kiichen, and of Cunerfdorf, though princi- 
pally to be attributed to the King himfelf, 
yet are loft or obliteiated in the dong train 
of his victories ; from that of Mollwitz, at 
the opening of his reign, to the one with 
which- the laft war concluded at Freyberg, 
in 1762. fn moft of thefe aiftions he was 
prefent ; in many he expofed his perfon 
with as much intrepidity, as Henry the 
Fourth manifefted at Goutras, or at Ivry. 
It was undoubtedly requifite that Frederic 
ihould do fo, in order to encourage' his 
troops, who, led on by him, never calcu- 
lated any difpaiity of numbers. In every 
adlion with the Auftrians or Ruffians, he 
was always inferior in force. At Liffa he 
was proportionably almoft as much fo, as 

r' 

Alexander was to Darius at ' Ifliis, or at 
Arbcla. He may indeed, perhaps, be 
juftly cenfured. for having on a variety of 
occafions trufted'too much to fortune. A 
mulket-balh might in "an inftant have de- 
' K4 cided 
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/ wic, though exeited againft themfelves; 
ufed to cry out before they fired, whenever 
they faw .him, “ Monfeigneur, evitez le 
“ feu But, the Croats and Cofiacks, with 
whom Fredepc was frequently engaged^ 
were enemies much more ferocious. They 
would not only have feledted him as a 
mark, and taken aim at him : his remains 
would have been tieated by them with 
no more refpefl or ceremony, than the 
body of Richard the Third obtained from 
the Lancaftrians, after the battle of Bof- 
worth. Even the Auftrians and Saxons 
were animated by perfonal antipathy to-r 
wards him y particularly the- latter, whofe 
Sovereign and country, it muft be owned, 
had cruelly fuffered under the Prufiian 
rapacity or depredations. 

It mocks alhcalculation, when we reSed: 
that in the courfe of feven campaigns, fuch 
as thofe between 1756 and 1762, he never 
received a wound of any confequence; 
nor was ever incapacitated by illnefs' from 
commanding in perfon. Alexander and 
Charles the Twelfth were infinitely lets 

favoured 
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tween the parties ; the length of time which, 
the conteft lafted ; the wonderful adiyity, 
energy, and refources difplayed by Fre-. 
deric ; finally, his triumphant teiraination 
of a war which threatened the total 'de-- 
flrudion of the family of Brandenburgh; 
all thefe circumftances tend to aftonilh and 
to fafcinate the mind. It is probable that 
pofterity will contemplate them with en- 
creafed admiration, through the medium 
of time. 

Great, however, as are his military ta- 
lents, and'juftly-merited as the encomiums 
on them may be ; we fliould recoiled that as‘ 
a' commander, he flood upon higher giound 
than other men Amenable in cafe of failure^ 
to no tribunal, he could ad without control,, 
and could rj^fk his crown at pleafure, on 
the event of a, battle. He did Ib.morc) 
than once. But, no General Officer would 
have dared 'to .take upon him fo awful a 
refponfibility, or to commit to hazard fo^ 
vaft a ftake. Ihe fuperiority which his^ 
prefence, adivity,’ and decifion of charaderl 
gave him, over commanders ading, bv^ 

- ' dele- 
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Marfhal Schwerin he is accufed of having 
behaved with injuftice, if not with ingrati- 
tude. ' His treatment of Finck, in difmiflT- 
ing him. after the furrender of his army 
at Maxen, was very fevere'. He more 
than once cafliiered and imprifoned offi- 
cers of diftinguifhed merit, become grey 
in his fervice, upon capricious, falfe, and 
imaginary giounds. It is pretended with 
' fome truth, that he cannot bear a , rival, 
even though that rival fhould be a bro- 
ther: a fubjed; on which I may have 
occafion to fay more, when I fpeak of 
Prince Henry of Pruffia. All thefe aq- 
cufations only tend however to prove, 
that with fome of the greateft qualities, 
he is not exempt from many of the errors 
and defeds attached to human nature. 

It is a very difputable point, whether 
Frederic is naturally generous or penurious. 
Perhaps, from charader he inclines to 
frugality; but from policy at leaft, he 
knows how to give with munificence on 
proper occafions. If we appreciate the 
generofity of Princes ; if we refled from 

what 
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aie the efleilts of rigid and fyftematical 
economy ’ 

If however, it weie neceflary to cite 
examples of his generofity, many welU 
atteflcd inftances aie to be found. To- 
waids the wife of his fiiend Giiichart, 
(whom he named in ridicule Quintus 
Icilius, and who is better known by that 
denomination,) he behaved with great li- 
berality. Guichart enjoyed during many 
years, a diftinguifhed place in Ficdcric’s 
intimacy, wms conftantly at his table, 
and ufually remained the laft of any 
perfon in his chamber, after he was in bed. 
They had frequent quaiicls, followed by 
as frequent reconciliations. After Gui- 
chart’s death, the King bought his library, 
for which he paid near fifteen hundred 
poqnds fterling to his widow. He added 
befides, a prefent to her of fix thoufand 
dollars, and a penfion of four thoufand 
'more. General Lefchwitz, an officer of 
high merit, who had rendered many 
fervices in the courfe of the late war, re- 
ceived from him no’ remuneration during 

. feveral 



•iqjaxs t ~ 

JO uonyoJffli aqi Xq ‘sy^fqnj *«! Jo 
ijrp AJ3^3 S3qjuo\odmi pur ‘opcji srinfm 
ajj -suourpiSaj piiaianiuioa siq ni unp 
•jnoipo aioui sr ](9 av rt ‘ajiMnn oiora uonrxi} 
-ixnmpc tui ti 'sdcqiail ‘jjadjai ou ui 

tjuiridmoa 

Xjipoq pm: sjtaC tiq qjiw ‘puturn ool St 
Et ‘auamSnr qaiqii japiuctp jo tantcujgnt 
ytifun put ‘Sutpajtm ‘aAtjpaddo Booijtoao 
Xuctn uo SI oq Xpnonbajooa par ‘ snoij 
-aaAr stq tii anajoiA 'a[qreaijm ‘tnoiaudcs 
‘aiqtajm st sq ‘jaiptj $iq oqi'j •saaiptif 
-aid aiqriunoitunjni Xjoa Suiqiqun jo 
ajqcdca sr aq jcqi ‘paijitnpr aq ‘pacq jatpo 
atp uo ‘j3AaAtoq qmn aj Xaunoq siq jo 
sjoojd Xiritmaad aiiaaoj Xpuanbag ‘uon 
-nsaar siq jo spafqo jadojd maip japuaa 
BaamqjuinDjiD pur qpnptioa ajoqAv. ‘iiaa 
-go ■sittraa aarnoipajjr pur snoiarjB qjora 
aqa ni paqanoa ‘anpA tat paaurqua aitqa 
J9aa3[ r Xq pojnrdtnoaar trAi ai 3in[jay 
Epunod pngnotp XanaAU urqa sjona tpjoAi. 
‘jayrtn stq moaj Epnaj jo uonruop t: 
Xq pazudinj XiqcaaiSr stai aq "at papad 
-X3 qjraj aq uaqAi anq saraX puaAaj 

■Hi 


SBi JO tvionin 



'COURT OF BERUNj CtC. ^45 

exorbitant duties. Even the mode of 
their colledion is unpopular and impoli- 
tic, as he employs French cuftom-houfe 
officers, who are naturally ob]ev3:s of 
general deteflation. This fyftem, equally 
erroneous and peinicious, to which ne- 
verthelefs Frederic pertinacioufly adheres 5 
forms a problem hard to folve, in the 
conduct of a Pimce fo enlightened, and 
fo capable of juftly appreciating his true 
interefts. The fa(fl is Certain, .that com- 
merce declines, not ,only at Konigffierg, 
Stettin, and < Memel ; " but, univerfally 
throughout his dominions. The King 
has, it is true, pimciples relative to trade, 
which if they were only carried into 
practice, are excellent. He piofefles to 
confider all monopolies as deftrudtive and 
injurious j yet, by an unaccountable incon- 
fiftency, no country abounds in them fo 
! much as Piuffia. The immoderate duties, 
laid upon almoft every article of import 

or export, ruin the merchant. 

/ 

The partition of Poland five years ago, 
by which fo fertile, populous, and extenfive 
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a tra£t of country was added to the Prudian 
Crown , It was naturall) foppofed, would 
ennch the city of Konigfberg That 
capital, irora its pofition, Ticimty, and 
lodal advantages, feemed to he fo placed, 
as neceflanly to attrafi the trade of the 
newly acquired provincet. I am aflured 
neverthclefs, by perfons whofe teftimony 
ts uncTcepnonablc, that fo far from ha- 
ving derived any benefit by the feizurc 
of Polifli Prulfia, on the contrary, their 
commeraal advantages are diminilhed finco 
that event The caufes are fimple, ob- 
MOu«, and evident The part of Poland 
which prcvioully fumilhed Konigfberg with 
the mod valuable articles of exportation, 
IS, in confcquencc of the late difincmbcr- 
ment, become fubjed to the empire of 
Rulfia. Of Courfc, Its produQions arc 
earned down the Ouna to Riga, indcad of 
being tranfported as hcrciotorc, bv tlic 
nvers Ruffe and Pregel, to Komglbcrg 1 
am far from affming that the Rosal re- 
venues have receivcil no mereale hv t'liV' 

.0/ 
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leptitation,, and the difcipline of his troops, 
we fhalL not wonder that he is formidable 
to his,,neighbouis. To his fubjedfs he ia 
rather an objedl of ■ admiration, not wholly 
unmixed with terror, than- of affediion. 

' They deiive a national vanity fiom the 
fame, the conquefts, and the talents of fo 
great a Prince ; but they pay deaily for 
his celebrity and atchievements. It is 
at the pi ice of then tranquillity that he 
has gained his laurels ; it is by the lame 
facrifice that he muft maintain them. 

The augmentation of the Pruffian mo- 
narchy brings with it no lelaxation of taxes, 
no alleviation of burdens. On the con- 
, trary, new levies and greater armies are 
requifite, in order to fuppoit his acquifi- 
tions. He is compelled to flietch the 
nerves of the Hate, and to exert efforts 
above its natui al flrength. The vicinity and 
jealoufy of Auftria, added to, the prodigious 
extent of territory polfelfed by Maria 
Theiefa, lender his tenure of Silelia in 
no fmalhdegrce infecure. While Frederic 

L 3 himfelf 
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fl])) more fertile, and hardly left extcnfirc, 
Polilh Prnflia. It comprehends the courTe 
of the nver Viftula, from the ga cs of 
Thom to thofe of Dantzic' and renders 
him mailer of the mod valuable evpons 
of Poland. He has, in a word, matcnallj’ 
altered the balance of jmwer in Europe , 
rmd nearly doubled in cMcnt, as well as m 
revenues, the temtoncs nhicli devolved to 
him at the death of his father, about thirty - 
feven years ago. 

Upbn no Europevn Soicrcign arc the 
regards of manland direfrcd with fo muuli 
apprehcnfion and fohcitudc, as on rrcdcnc 
From his retreat at “Sans Souei," though 
infirm and declined in yeans, he ftill as tu. 
the Cabinets of the North, who I ndw by 
txptneace Ins promptitude and rcfourccs 
At this moment he lihs fomewhat aboie 
tido liundred thoufand cfTeflivc foldicrs 
under arms, 'immenfe magaiihes, c-xpen- 
fcneed cbmmandefs, well regulated revenue', 
iind an ample treafure If to fo many 
points of fupenonty, we add his perfonil 
- - repu- 
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icputation, anti the difciplinc ofhlb troops, 
we not wonder that he is fonnidahlc 
to his neighbours To his fubjccls he is 
lather an objcdl of adiniiation, not wliolly 
immixed \\ith tenor, than of aflcciion. 
They dciive a n.atlonal vanity fioin the 
fame, tlic conqiicfts, and tlic talciur. of fo 
great a Prince ; hut they pay dearly for 
his celebrity and atchic\eincnis. It is 
at the piice of theii traiujuiUlty that he 
has gained his laurels j it is by the fame 
faciifice that he mtifl maintain them. 

The augmentation of tlie Pruflian mo- 
narchy biings with it no iclaxation ol ta*v"cs, 
no alleviation of bin dens. On the con- 
trary, new levies and greater armies .ire 
requifite, in order to fiippou lus acquifi- 
tions. He is compelled to Riclch the 
nerves of the Pate, and to c\crt cflmtb 
above its natuial Aicngth. The tiuniiy'and 
jcaloufy of Auftria, added to the }>rodigious 
extent of territory pollened by Maria 
Theiefa, lender his tenure of Silcfia in 
no fmalPdcgrcc infecure. While Frederic 

^ 3 himfclf 
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himfelf furvives, to regulate the machine 
■which -with fo much labour and ability he 
has conflrufled, all things may continue 
profperouE, 'But, it is difficult to calculate 
how far his death will convulfc or disjoint 
a complicated fyftcm, demanding fuch a 
■v^ety of talents There arc not wanting 
pcrfons here, as well as all over Germany, 
who confidcr the termination of his life, 
as the ara from which will be dated the 
dcclme and fall of the Pruffian monarchy 
Time alone can ffiew whether thefe pre- 
diQions are founded m truth 

The portrait of Frederic winch I have 
endeavoured to trace, is, 1 am confcious, 
very impeifeft There are many features 
of his mind and charaQer, on which I have 
not touched, or over which I have palfcd 
hghtlj In order to do com) letc jufticc to 
the" ment- and dements of fuch a Pnnee, 
we mud hand at a greater dillance from 
him It docs not belong to the prefent 
age to decide finall), whether he is, or is 
not cninlcd to the epithet of Gnat Louis 

the 
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the Fourteenth has been already defpoUed 
of that title, conferred on him by the 
adulation of his cotemporaiies. Peter the 
Firft has retained it by imiverfal confent. 
Pofterity will pafs fentcnce on Frederic, 
and will judge of him impartially. Pei haps 
I have not been able to do fo altogether 
myfelf. If I were called upon however, 
to declare whether the picture which I 
haveheie diawn, is on the whole, a flatter- 
ing, or an unfavourable likenefs, I fhould 
not hefitate to fay that it leans towards the 
former. Or at leaft, that I could without 
violating truth, have fomewhat darkened 
the fliades, and diminifhed the lights . but 
it is an ungrateful tafk to feek for and difr 
clofe the vices, while we dwell with fatis- 
faftion on the great endowments of the 
foyereign and the ipan. 
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Review cf the pmcTpal tamj^ipu gf Rrcdenc the 
Sttond — hfoihLitTL —AntedtJe tf MarJbalRtu 
ftr^ ’-^LtrOoJrtz. — BatileofPra^e —Anecdotei 
re/pedin^ it -^CbaraGer cf Marjhcl BainU ' — 
Paritcvlan f the battle of Ctdiru^RsJhach — 
Lijfa — Zte^eof Olmutz*~~Zcrndorf ^Battle cf 
Hchhreberu — D dtb cf Marjhal Kettb —Pet^ 

‘ iieulan if ibe battle cf Ctnerfdcrf — Surrender 
cf Bnebt” at '"Maren ’^LarJjhjt -^Ltgnitz,-^ 
Paltk cfTcr^au ^Vfperaie JHuaJicn cf tbeKjnx 
/ni76l — DtalbtfEltxabeibyPniprefj fRifia 
•^frejber^ -~-Peacef Huber tjbur^ — RefteBiom 
cn the Kfng*t ccndaPl during the war ~-His 
treatment cf (Be Saxcrj — C^cnjlitutnn cf ibe 
Pnffian army — rsrei^n Trtep: — Dg /" rittn — 
fry^s ^Invatidt 


Offiiwagit I-;** 

j^rTtR having contemplated the King 
himfclf in fo man} points of vicvk,jt 
may M\ he an inftTuQ.ivc occwpation, to 
furvtv the bnlhant portions of his reign 
■'Che campaigns m which the Prufiian mo- 
narch) 
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narchy has been hazarded, or by which it 
has been preferved and extended fince his 
acceflion, are fo numerous, as to furniflx 
matter of inexhauftible reflection. Of the 
ofiicers who diftinguifhed themfelves in 
the firft and fecond Silefian wars, between 
1741 and 1745, few indeed now remain. 
Except Fredeiic himfelf, the old Prince of 
Bevern, and Ziethen, hardly a General of 
eminence has fuivived. But, the' events 
of the late war which began in 1756, are 
hill recent ; and they form a pleafing, as 
well as a frequent fubjeCt of converfation 
in every cohipany. Let us call; our eye 
rapidly over its principal features, which 
offer the moft animating picture" ever pre- 
fented to the human mind. In Antiquity, 
the fecond Punic war can alone be op- 
pofed to it for diiratioh, as well as for 
interefh and impoitance. 

The great eiiterprize by which Frederic 
rendered himfelf known to foreign nations, 
alraofl; immediately after his acceflion, was 
the invahori of Sileha. We mu'ft not 

perhaps. 
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■perhaps, examine too cloftlp, sshether it 
■was perfedUy juft or magnanimous to 
attack a Pnneefs with whom he had no quar- 
rel , and rrhofe diflrefled fituauon rather 
claimed protedlion, tlian ought to have 
provoked holblity His pretentions to 
SiIeGa were vmqueftionably founded, though 
tliey were of an anuent dale, amj were 
onij revived from the apparent facihtj 
which the death of the 1 -mpcror Charles 
the Sutth offered, for making them effee- 
tise The battle of Moll Witz, a little village 
in Upper Silefia, confirmed to Pruffia that 
valuable acquiCuon It took place on the 
loth of Apnl 1741, and is the Crfl general 
aflion in which the King was ever prefent, 
though he had fen eiiundctPnnce Eugene, 
in the Imperial army, before Phihpfburg, 
during the inglorious campaign of 1734. 
Marffial Isciipcrg commanded the Aullnans 
•It Mollwiiz , the fupcnority of whofc ca- 
\alry had nearly deaded the fortune of 
the day, and perhaps the future fate of 
Ircdcric himfelC It is admitted that he 


was 
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jwas borne away in the rout of his troops ; 
and it is not lefs certain that to the abilities 
of Schwerin, he was principally indebted 
for fnatching ~ from the Auftrian General 
the vidloiy, which he had almoft gained. 
Thofe who attribute the King’s flight to 
pcrfonal motives unbecoming him, muft 
however know his charadler very imper- 
fedly. Any fuch imputation is contra- 
dided by the whole tenor of his life. But 
it is aflerted, and I believe not without 
leafon, that he never cordially forgave 
Schwerin for having rendered a fervice too 
important in itfelf, as well as too wounding 
to the vanity of a Sovereign fuch as Fre- 
deric. 

More than two years afterwards, in 1743, 
his late Britannic Majefty George the 
Second, being at his head-quarters at 
Worms, a fhoit time fubfequent to the 
battle of Dettingen ; entcitained at dinner 
a number of Englifli, Auflrian, and Ha- 
noverian oflicers. The battle of Mollwitz 
having been mentioned in the courfe of 
converfation, the King, either by accident 
I 


or 
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or^by intention* alked of thofe ivho fat 
near bim, what General commanded ‘the 
Auftnarts in that aQion f Marthal Ncuperg 
was one of the perfops prefent, ahd immct- 
dutely laying down his hnifc and fork , 
“ C’eftiinoi, Sire,” faid he, “ qui ai com- 
“ jnandd dans cettc bataille, tt je 1 ai perdu 
“ par ma propre fante.” So ingenuous 
and fo unexpefled an avowal, produced an 
univerfal filence The King himfclf feemed 
to be embarraOed and concerned “ I re- 
“ ptat.Sire,” continued the Marfhal, “ that 
‘t I loti the battle by my own fault Tlic 
“ Croats, upon wliofc vigilance and alcrt- 
“ nefs to difcover the motions of the 
“ enemy, I relied too imphcitlj, deceived 
“ me. I had potted parties of them upon 
“ every roid by which tlic PrulTians could 
“ pottibl) advance, but the) abandoned 
" theiiifelvcs to pillage and intoxication 
“ Notice wav brought me that lii^ Pruf- 
fian Majctl), at the head of his forces, 

“ prepared to give me battle Dut, not 
“ having received any intelligence from 
“ m) Croats, I could not credit the in- 
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foimation. It was not till the Pruffian 

^ i f 

t 

columns were preparing to form, that 
“ my own eyes .undeceived me. I then 
made the heft difpofitions in my power 
“ and if they were not as fuccefsful as they 
“ might have been, I only am to blame.” 
A nobleman who was prefent on the occa- 
fion, recounted to me this fadt, which re- 
dounds highly to the honour of Marlhal 
Neuperg’s candoui and fuperiority of 

r \ 

mind, however it may feem to detract 
from his military reputation. 

The two Silefian wars, as' they are com- 
monly denominated, from the name of the 
province which formed the fubjeft of con- 
teft ; were fucceeded by a period of repofe 
that Lifted eleven years. This is the golden 
age of Pruffia, when the King, in the' prime 
of life, covered with laurels earned in the 
field, cultivated the arts of peace, and 
feemed to have renounced a wifh for fur- 
ther conquefts. Content with having 
added an extenftve and beautiful province 
to his dominions, he afpired only to pre- 

ferve, 
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fcrvc, and tranfmit it to his/ucceflbrs. But, 
the Court of Vienna, which never for a 
moment loft fight of Silefia, fccrctly medi- 
tated, in conjundbon with that of Drcfdcn, 
to reduce the power of Pruflia- Elizabeth, 
Emprcit of Ruftia, impelled more by mo- 
tives of perfonal animofity towards Fre- 
deric, than from any political reafons, 
joined Mana Therefa Sweden Iihcwife 
declared war, almoft without pretext. The 
German empire followed its ElcdliveHead, 
and even France, which for ages had been 
the enemy of Auftna, laboured to defttoy 
the only power which could fet limits to 
Its ambition 

Frcdenc, inftcad of deprecating fo vaft 
a combination, or temporizing till the 
florm lias palTcd, basing penetrated their 
intentions, did not hcfitatc to anticipate 
them With his ufiia! dccifion of charac- 
ter, he burft in upon Saxony during the 
fummer of 175G, and made himfelf inaftcr 
of Drcfdcn , while Auguftus the liiird, 
unable to oppofe the torrent, retired ni'h 

his 
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his forces to Pima, where his army occu- 
pied a poft deemed inattackable. The 
K-ing leaving a body of troops to block the 
Saxon camp, rapidly entered Bohemia, 
■where the Auftrians were advancing to 
extricate their allies. Under thefe circum- 
‘ftances took place the battle of Lowofitz, 
on the firft of Odtobcr. It was fought 
among the mountains and defiles, upon 
the diredl road from Drefden to Pi'ague ; 
and the King fhaied no lefs the danger 
than the honour. With inferior numbers 
and under great difadvantages of ground, 
he attacked, broke, and at length drove 
the enemy from their pofition. Marfiial 
Count Brown, who commanded the tioops 
of Maiia Tlierefa, has been much cenfuied 
for the difpofitions which he made at 
Lowofitz. He was neveithelefs, a General 
of diftinguifiied meiit and great experi- 
ence; though pci haps too adive and en- 
tei'prizing m his temper, when it is 
confidered that he was to oppofe fuch an 
antagonift as the King of Pruflia. 


Lowofitz 
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Lotvofitz cannot however be reckoned 
among the number of thofe dcafivc vic- 
tories, in which the rout of ibe beaten army 
IS complete. Far from being vanquiOicd, 
the AuAnans only retired on the enfu- 
ing dav, and took a new pofmon behind 
the nver Eger, a few miles diftant, nor 
did Frcdcnc, at fo advanced a fcafon, ven- 
ture to profecutc his advantage But, all 
the fruits of vnQory attended it, fince he 
thereby incapacitated MarChal Brown from 
coming to the adiflancc of the SatonS. 
That unfortunate body of forces, furround- 
ed on all Tides at Pima, rot far from Dref- 
den, dcHitulc of provifions, and cut olT 
from fuccours j aftvr holding out to the laft 
cxtrcmit) , v-crc reduced to fiirrcnderthcm- 
fclvcs pnfoners of war Augiidus tbcTliird, 
King of Poland, abandoning bis hcrcdi ary 
dominions, had prevaoun) fet out for War- 
fav\ , leaving his Queen and Ins Tamil) to 
the mercy of the conqueror, as Barius did 
after the battle of Iflus If licdcnc did 
not equal Alexander ni courtefv lowardi 

Ins 
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his captives ; yet, by this able an-d decifive 
ftroke, at the commencement of the conteft, 
he turned the weapons of the enemy againft 
themfelves j covered Brandenburgh, while 
he became mafter of Saxony; and was 
enabled to begin the campaign of 1757, 
by offenfive operations in the heart of 
Bohemia, 

That extraordinal y campaign, the mod 
fertile m battles, reverfes, and gieat events, 
of anv prefented by modern hifiory, opened 
with the memorable in option of Fiederic 
into Bohemia, and^ the battle of Prague, 
fought under the walls of the city itfelf on 
the 6th of May. Few adtions have been 
more obftinately difputed ; and there was 
a moment, when vidtory fpemed on the 
point of declaiingin favour of theAuftrians, 
Marfhal Count Brown commanded them, 
conjointly with Prince Charles of Lonain, 
To the defperate courage, and perhaps to 
the fenfibility of Marfhal Schweiin, the 
Pruflians wmre eminently indebted for the 
vidtoiy which they gained. It is unquef- 
tionable that the infantry under his com- _ 

yoL. I. ^ N mand 
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inand gave way, and appeared ready to 
turn their backs The King, indignant 
at the fight, and rendered almdft frantic 
by the profpcQ of defeat, rode up to the 
Marflial, and reproached him in fevcrc 
terms, for the miftehavioiir of his troops. 
Touched to the quick by treatment fo un- 
mented, Schwerin indantly fcizcd the 
ftandard of his regiment , and imitating 
the example of the Dccii, devoted himfelf 
to death Rufliing into the thiekefl ranks 
of thcAuflnans, he called on his foldicrs to 
follow him They did fo with cnihufiafm, 
and foon fnatched from the enemy their 
temporary advantages But Schwenn was 
killed almoft immediately, by three balls 
which he received m the bread, one of 
which pierced his heart He nas not Icfs 
deeply lamented by liis raadcr, than was 
Lc Port by Peter the Great , and I rcdcric 
has immortaliicd the arciimdanccs of his 
death, b) crcdting a datue to his memory, 
in one of the pnncipal fquarcs of Berlin 
Sdiwcnn is there rcprcfcntcd as he fell, the 
colours clafped in his hand, and in the afl 

of 
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of expiring. The monument commemo- . 
rates at once the fiailty of the Sovereign, 

' and the merits of the Geneial.' 

Prince Charles Lichtenftein, who was 
prefent in the battle of Prague, and who 
- held at that time a diftinguilhed rank in^the 
Auftrian cavalry, has related to me many 
interehing particulars lefpedting the en- 
gagement The weather had been for 
fome day6 pievious, uncommonly hot and 
dry. Nothing could exceed the clouds 
of dull W'hich flew up after the adtion 
commenced ; and when the left wing, 
which was under Prince Charles of Lor- 
rain’s command, retreated precipitately into 
Prague, the whirlwinds of dull grew fo 
violent, that it became almoft impolfible 
any longer to diftinguifh the blue, from the 
white uniforms. Marfhal Brown having 
received a wound from a cannon ball, 
which fplmtered his leg, the confuflon 
augmented among the Auftrians, who fled 
on every fide. Prederic, vidlorious, laid 
fiege to Prague, and feemed to be on the 
point of making prifoners the army ftiut up 

^ H 2 in 
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in the aty But, fortune, joined to hiB own 
temerity, extneated the Emprefs Queen 
from a Ctuation fo full of danger 

Pnnee Charles Lichtcnftein told me that 
he had a brother named Philip, who ferv- 
cd, as well as himfclf, m tlie Imperial 
troops, and who fell in the adlton No 
man m the army was of more unqucdion- 
able courage, or mote warmly attached to 
lus profcITion It being probable, from the 
rapid march and difpofmons of the King of 
Pnidia, that he intended, as foon as he was 
joined b) Schwenn, to altacl. the AuAnans , 
eiery preparation was made, and c\cr) re- 
(juifitc order was itfucd b) Matihal Brown, 
on the es cning preceding the battle The 
principal officers were enjoined to be at-thcir 
rcfpcftivc polls by day-breaU , and Pnnee 
Charles having been on horfeback for 
fc\ cral hours, had retired to his tent, mean- 
ing to take feme repofe But, fcarcely had 
he lam down and fallen afleep, when he was 
awakened b) lus brother Philip, who (lioot 
him, and told him that he had fomethingto 

impan of moment. “ Do it tlicn quicklj," 

...r..— ,1 
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anfrveied lie, “ for I am very fleepy, and 
“ we fliall be called betimes to-moiiow.” 

“ Cbdiles,” laid Piincc Philip, “ I believe 
you do not doubt my courage, noi 
think me capable of being depicfied at 
“ the profpedL of a battle ; but I have been 
fo unaccountably dcjc£lcd all day, and 
I am fo ccitain 1 fliall fall to-morrow in 
“ the field, that I could enjoy no tran- 
“ quilhty of mind till I liad come to you. 

I have fome dircdlions to give relatuc 
“ to my concerns, which I mufl: cntieal 
you to receive, and then I fliall be per- 
fcdlly at cafe.” Piince Chailes was, 
how^ever, fo fai from complying wdth his 
brother’s defiie, that lie lallied him on his 
weaknefs, refufed to liflen to him, and 
fent him aw^ay to his quarteis j defiring 
him, not to inteiiupt any moie Iiis icpofe, 
as he fliould have fo much occupation on 
the enfuing day. Thus lepulfcd, Philip 
reludiantly withdrew to his tent ; while ^ 
his brother, like Don Mathias de Sylva in 
‘‘ Gil Bias,” foon lelapfed into a found 
fleep. 

M 3 
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From this ftalc he was a fecond time 
roufed by Prince Philip, though not with- 
out difficulty “ It IS m vain, Charles,” 
faid he, “ that you treat me sMlh Icntj , 
“ my hour la come, and to-morrow 1 ffiall 
“ fall I mud infift upon it therefore, 

that you tahe down my lad requeds 
“ They diall be very brief, and cannot 
“ detain you beyond a few minutes.” Half 
adeep, as well as out of humour at being 
fo didurbed, Prince Cliarles at length took 
a penal, and committed to paper fomc 
heads of tedamcmaiy difpofitions diQatcd 
by his brother Tlicy rerpefled pnncipally 
his midrcfs and his creditors , which being 
done, he again retired On the following 
day he leccised a wound from a mudet 
ball, and was earned to his lent, whence 
after having been dreded, he infidcd on 
returning to the field. Tlic futgeon and 
attendants endeasoured to withhold him, 
hi t, neither entreaties nor evpodulations 
could prevent hi following the impulfe of 
his courage He foon tccciscd a fecond 

wound, 
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wound, wliicli teiminatcd bis life in ibe 
prime of youth. Had he cfcapcd unhurt, 
his predidlon would have been confidercd 
only as an idle dream, and never com- 
memorated. Its accidental accompliflimcnt 
imprefles it on the imagination. 

I return to the King of Pruflia. If that 
Prince would have been falisfied to profe- 
cute the fiegc of Prague with vigour, it is 
highly probable that he muft have become 
maflicr of tlic place, and confequcntly have 
made Prince Charles of Loirain and his 
army piifoncrs. Oi, if i enouncing the at- 
tempt, he liad only puifued without delay 
the flying enemy, dining the fiifl; impref- 
fion of their defeat ; it is not Icfs probable 
that he might have carried all before him, 
to the banks of the Danube. The AuRrians 
required time to rally, and to colled new 
foiccs 5 by allowing it them, Frederic com- 
mitted an irreparable eiror. Relying too 
much on his paR fuccefs, and tiuRing to 
foitune, he ventured to leave a pait of his 
army before Prague, v/hilc he marched in 
perfon to give battle with the remainder. 

4 At 
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At this cntical jun£lura DauQ^ came for- 
xAard, the Fabius of the Auftnans, who by 
his conftitut^nal caution, tias wonderfully 
Well adapted to male head aminff a Prince 
of Predene'e chantfl-ef ' He was of a noble 
family, and had long ferv^Sd s^ith ilillinc- 
tioU in the Impcnal fdrees ’ ’Naturally 
phlegmatic, and often iHefolute.^Iic rdqliir- 
cd to be impclltd, rather^than reftraihed 
Of ihfurmountable coolnils. nb dangers 
ruffled, and no rcVerfcjf dejlreired liiln' 
In his ftiend Gencfal'Iacy, Who adcbtti- 
pamed him, he found the i^udlities which 
nature had denied to himfclf, dcafion, 
afliMty, and encfgy T6 (hity’s advice 
and exhortations, was ilufi^Tnuch''of the 
fame acquired by t)aun, who higlily cf- 
teemed him, and confultcd'him on all otcai 
fions of emergency ■' 

The Hones which arc related of Dauri’s 
fclf-poDTcffion, excite a degree of admiration, 
and nlmofl of Incrcdulit) Count Stuart, 
an ofliccr of Scotch c'jtraflion, who Icrvcd 
under him dunng a great part of the war, 
afllired me that at the battle of Hohkirclien 
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in .175S, he .ia\v, Dauiii giving fome clitcc- 
tioij? 10 a colonel of Rrtillciy, v.licn a cati- 
lien ball took olT his head. ;Thc Maiflial, 
thoutrh he 'was fo clofe as to be covcicd 
with the bloody ncithci tui'ncd, aildc, nor 
uttered a won], nor made the rniallcll mo- 
lion. reifcCtlv calm, he only addiclled 
Inmlejr to ilie next auilleiy ofiiccl in rank^ 
oalcting lum. t6 execute the commifliou 
with wdiich he lud chaired the Other.. Ilis 
well known ll at^on anoihci occafiou, riding 
out w'lth Gcticial SciiK-lloiu to icconnoitrc 
the ruifhan forces, they wcic repeatedly 
hied Rt by paitics polled, in the Jicdgos. 
The diot hying about their heads, Daim 
was preparing to ictirej.cbut Scrbcllolii, 
who was pointing wyth-. his, finger to an 
objc£t which hcr wnlhed the Marfii.al to 
remark, exclaimed, “ Ges nc font (]uc dcs 
“ mouches.k AnynHant afterwaids, a fiiOL 
fliatteied his hand ; Daun turning quietly 
round, onlyfaid, me paroit au inoins, 
‘‘ qiie les mouches ont piques,” 


/ I ^ 
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~ jR -waS at Cohn thnrTrSdtnc for the’firft 
•time fully espOrienced the tnHahility of for- 
riiinh. ’ His’prefcedihg'viaones had fomc- 
‘whatantcoacited him','> add induced him tb 
bxulh too much to the ‘fupenonty of his 
•atlns I 'Mallhal Brown hawng been rcnl- 
defcd incaphble nf commanding, m confe- 
cfuence ohJiis wound, and Pnhce Charles 
of Xorrain being (hut up in Prague , 'Dahn 
coUcflred the fcattercd remiinS b'f the 'Auf 
Jniin 3 ,,who were food joined by new'forccs 
About eleven o'clock in'-thb^niomm^ of 
the i8th of June 1757, hia Pruffian Majefty 
appeared in Cght DaUn’S hca'd-quarters 
(were flatiohed « at ’ the litde^ village of 
ChblzcmitzJ dear the toVvn of Cohn, ort 
nn emmence , whence, with a telefcope m 
his lhaiid,(ihedtitlentiv<ly furveyed cidry 
difpofitiOn^bf “the enemy He remarl'cd 
thetn long ih filencc , at length taking the 
glafs frOm'hlfe cycj “ Ma foi," faid he, “ il 
{‘ me ftmhle que le Ror doit perdre au- 
“jourd’huyl’ ' 


Frederic 
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Frederic began the attack, after a variety 
of manoeuvres, at two in the afternoon. 
The Auftrians, on the firft charge, were 
thrown into fuch confufion, that Marfhal 
Daiin, apprchenfive of an entire defeat, 
iffued orders foi fecuring his retreat, and 
for removing the artilleiy ' without delay. 
But, two regiments of Saxons newly raifed, 
confining principally of . young recruits 
who had fcarcely feen any ffervice, were 
highly inftrumental in checking the aidour 
of the PrufTians. They repulfed, and finally 
diove back the enemy. Another circum- 
ftance impojEble to have been forefeen, 
materially contributed to decide the fate 
the adion in favour of Daun. One of 
the Pruffian columns as it marched up, 
was annoyed by a party of Croats ftationed 
in a wood, who kept up a briflc ,fire on 
their flank. The King informed of it, dif- 
patched an Aide-de-camp to order a regiment 
of the column to enter the wood, and to 
diflodge the Croats. But, the ofiicer who 
carried the meffage, forgot, or negleded to 

caufe 
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caufe the i column to ddvance On fhc 
contraryi'Ut twar ftopped for a conCder- 
able timc,-\Vhdt the regimfnLlcnt to at- 
tack the CnSatSji cxecutedithat commiffion 
If afaftead of-'haldng, the' column had ra- 
prdlj", hlled n{) -the anterval, advanced, 
opened, and>fbrracd , it tvhs fuppofed thc^ 
might havcjrdone greit e>:ccntion,npcrhafi£ 
have totally- cljan’^ed the] afpefl; of iffairs. 
When at lafti they came n^, it avab t6o late 
tofbe.-of hoy dScdtual fcmce. The King 
ipade'^fcvcnll defperate efforts to force the 
Auffnan Imfes 5 but, his troopi, dllhcartencd 
and fatigued, could not be induced to con- 
tinue their attacks. Towards eight in the 
evening thb'‘-aibdn ccafeU,Mhe I’rulfians 
fled, and thehdbt became genera! j rredend 
was compelled to raifc the ficge of Prague 
prCeipitately-and to rctife in fomc dlforder 
towards tliV’fcihfincS of SS'tony 
Netcr TVts’ rtilory mord opportunely 
gamed, nor mori important in Its confe- 
tjuenccs. The army, inclofed wuthin the 
walls of PragU", preffed by famine, and 
dimmidicd 
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dlininlflied by ficknefs, could juot long have, 
held out the place. ^ Neither, if Daun had 
been vanquilhed at Cohn, ' could any new 
body of forces' have been fpeedily oppofed* 
to the Pruffians. They might have advanced 
to the vicinity of Vienna, and driveut, 
Mana Theiefa fiom her capital, as had been^ 
done before by the French and Bavarians.’ 
So fignal a fervice juftly proem ed Daun- 
prodigious reputation, and the death of 
Marfhal Brown placed him in the fupreme* 
command of the Auftrian armies. Brown 
expired at Prague, in confequence of his 
wound, accelerated by a confumptive habit 
of body. His enemies pretended that 
the chagrin which he felt at Daun’s extra- 
ordinary fuccefs, when contraded v/ith hiS 
own recent defeats at Prague, and at Lowo-, 
fitz, haftened his end. He affedfed how- 
ever, to participate in the general congratu- 
lations on the vidory of Cohn and as. a 
teftimony of his efteem for Daun, he or- 
dered his beft Englifh horfe to be cauied- 
to that commander, as foon a,s he received 

the 
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the intelhgence. He fiirpived it only a 
few days. 

A melancholy reverie fuccccded to the 
late rapid conquefts of Frederic. Inftead 
of over-ru nni ng Bohemia, and penetrating 
into Auftna, as he expeticd to have done, he 
could Icarcely maintam himfclf m Saxony 
The viGonous troops of Daun not only 
prelTed upon his rear, but in a great raea- 
furc recovered SileQa On the other fide 
advanced to attack him the army of the 
German Empire, united with the forces of 
France. The fame Prince, who in June 
appeared to be on the point of diQatmg 
peace at the gates of Vienna , before the 
clofe of Oflober, doubted whether he 
fliould be able to defend his patnmonial 
dominions from the attacks of his ene- 
mies But the campaign of 1757 exhibits 
from Its commencement to its termi- 
nation, an unparalleled chain of reveries 
and vicilTitudcs At the moment vhen 
wmter was already begun, Frcdcnc, by 
two deaGve vifloncs completely extn- 

cated 
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cated his affairs, and refumed his fotmer, 
afcendancy. i ' 

Rofbach, a little village not far from, the 
banks of the river Saal in Thuringia, was 
the fcene of the firfl; of thefe memorable 
a<^ions. It took, place on the liftlr o£ 
November ; and like the “.battle of tlie. 
Spurs,” in the fixteenth Century, might 
rather be denominated a rout ' than anf 
engagement. The allied ari*y had two' 
chiefs; the forces of the Empire being, 
commanded by the Prince of Saxe-Hil- 
burghaufen, while the Ereneh auxiliaiy 
troops were under the orders of the Prince 
of Soubife. The fuperioiity of the Piiijdian 
manoeuvies was aided no lefs by the 
temeiity of the enemy previous to the en=^ 
gagement, than by their fubfequenc panic. 
Scarcely did they refift for more than half 
an "hour. During the inteiview between, 
the Emperor and the King of Piuflia, in 
1 770, at Neuft^dt in Moravia, jFredeiic 
gave the former a moft humorous and ludn , 

' crous defcription of the battle ^of Rofbacli 
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lb' the fcourfe 'which he 'treated i the 
French with the utmoft /eventyi Genetdl 
NoIhtz,tVho -rttiS 'prefent, olTured me ' of 
the faft. ' ilndeed, whatever may he 'hia 
Pruffian- Majefty’a partiality towards the 
nauon^he la known to hold their difciplmo 
and tallica in 'the utmoft contempt. i < ' 
Jillut the viifloryr at'Rotbadh, however 
bnlhant, by' no means hberatid the King- 
&om hia difficulties. It was ncceflaiy toi 
gam another not lefs decifive, over the Auf- 
tnans, who, after taking "Schweidnitz, had 
attacked and defeated the Pruffians, cn-^ 
trenched under the cannon of Breflao 
That aty itfclft the capital of Silcfia,! 
unable to reGft an array of ciglity tlioufand 
men, had furrendcred, -while the lhattcred 
remains of tliosrPnncc of Bcicrn’s fmall 
force was reduced to abandon any fur- 
ther attempt to ftop their progrefs. Such 
was ftill the defperate fituation of hii 
affairs in Silcfia, when tredcnc gamed 
the battle of Liffa, on the 4th of Dc- 
ccrobcr The -Incapacity and mifconiludl 
V of 
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c-f Plincc Chailcs of Lorralu, who coin- 
inanclcd the AuRiiati foiccs, enabled the 
King;, with inferior numbcis, and in the 
fpacc of Icfs than throe horns, ncaily to 
annihilate that formidahlc aim). InRcad 
of remaining v. ithin his enticnchincnts, 
where he would ha\c been inattackable. 
Prince Chailcs iinncccnaril)’' advanced, and 
offered battle. Silcfia was the pi ire for 
which they contended, and it immediately 
returned to the conqueror. Seaiccly could 
the furvi\ors of the '’defeat at Liffa, ic- 
duced to one-third of their oiiginal num- 
beis, reach Bohemia; where, I am affured, 
twenty thoufand AuRrians were can led into 
the hofpitals. 

Prince Jefeph Lobkowitz, who was 
prefent in the adion, was fent on the 
following morning to the field of battle ; 
a fufpenfion of arms for twenty-four houis 
having been granted, in order to allow 
time to buiy the dead. The cold of the' 
night w’-as extremely fevere; and I have 

VOL. I. N , heard 
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heard him fiy, that the fpeflacle whiclt 
prefented itfelf viaB fuch as no language, 
could vreU defenbe , great numbers of the 
men and horfes -who had fallen on the 
preceding day, being hard frozen, and 
their limbs fi'icd in the altitudes of pam 
or diftonion in -which they had- expired 
Nor -was the flight of the Auflnans after 
the engagement, lefs dcftruQitc than the 
adtion Itfelf Compelled, alnioft dcftitute 
of baggage or neceflancs, to pafs the de- 
files -which feparate Silefia from Bohenua,i 
thoufands funk under the weight of thar 
arms, and pcrifhed amidft the fnows, of 
hunger, cold, and fatigue, or -were maf- 
facred by the peafants. After five great 
hattlesi in four of -which the King had 
been prefent, and m three of which he 
bad been viflonous, he ftill retained pof- 
feflion of Saxony, had reconquered Silefia, 
and menaced the Emprefs Queen with a 
new irruption into her dominions, on the 
return of Ipndg 


TJic 
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The campaign of 175S, lefs biilUant and 
vailed than the one ndiicli we have juft re- 
aiewed, difplays nevcrthclcfs, the fum dia- 
Taifter and vaft icfources of Frederic, under 
circumftanccs tlic moft adverfe, augmented 
by defeat. Aftci retaking Schweidnitz, the 
only remaining acqulfilion of the enemy, 
he burft uncxpciSledly into bloiaaia, and 
invefted Olmutz, the capital. Flad he 
fucceeded, nothing could have prevented 
his penetrating to Vienna. It is how- 
ever, the opinion of almoft every oflicer, 
Pruflian, Auftrian, 01 Saxon, with whom 
I ever converfed, that the King aifted in- 
judicioufly in direfting his arms againft 
Moiavia. If, inftead of undertaking a 
liege fo hazardous and difficult as Olmutz, 
he had entered Bohemia early in May, 
no effedual oppofition could have been 
made to him by Marffial Daun, whofe 
army was ftill in the hofpitals. But while 
the Pruffians continued before Olmutz, that 
commander aftembled his troops. Lau- 
-dohn, who afterwards lignalizcd himfelf 

' N 2 fo ^ 
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To mucli, having defeated a conTOj" of 
proviGons on ita way to the 1*111111311 camp, 
compelled Fredenc to renounce his entei-- 
pnze He retired , but it was the retreat 
&f a Lion, who turns upon his purfuers 
Fruftated, not vanquiflted, formidable eiea 
in defeat , carrying with him all his artil- 
lery and his baggage, he left to Daun little 
more than a negative triumph 

New and equally formidable enemies 
waited for him on the banks of the Oder, 
whom It was neceflary to evpel from his 
dominions. The Mufcovites, alter ravaging 
the kingdom of Fniflia, had entered Bran- 
denburgh, and were advancing towards 
Berlin, conduded by General Termer 
Frcdenc gave them battle at the little v illagc 
of Zorndorf, not far from Cuftnn upon tlic 
Oder, and it might be termed a caniagc, 
rather than an adion Neither the fury 
of Ins artillcr) , the valor and difciphne of 
his infantiy, nor the repeated charges of 
his cavalry, could compel the Ruffians to 
recede a foot , much Icfs to turn their 

hacks, 
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bucks, or take to f]i}2:btv ncai tliii- 

tccti hoiiRs, i'loin fix: in ilic morning till 
I'excn in the evening oi ilic r-5ih of Augud, 
they willi Rood, unmoved, eveiy cUbrt Ot 
the Pnifli.in ladles. Aftci the nauglitcr of 
iwcnry-one tlunil'and men, they Rill dif- 
damed to lelrc.u, and night alone tci minated 
the combat. But the Rufiian commander, 
by immediately falling back towaids Poland, 
x\hilc he feemed to yield the honor of the 
^Idon' to Prcdciic, allowed liim time to 
Ry to the afli Ranee of liis brotlicr. 

It was become indifpcniablc to c\Uicatc 
Prince Plcnry, wliom Daim had alrcadv 
furrounded in the \icinjiy of Drefdcn. 
The Ring’s approach eRccled it ; but, not 
content ^^ith obliging die AuRrians to 
abandon their projed, he raOily attempted 
to cut off their communication with Bo- 
hemia. Rcgardlcfs of the advice and 
rcmoiiRrances of Marflial Keith, hc'pcr- 
fiRed for that puipofc to occupy a pofition 
at the village of Holikirchcn, near Baut- 
zen, in Lufatia. Keith presided to him 
' N 3 tliat 
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that he -would be there attacked by Daua, 
and aflerted that ''the pod was untenable 
againft fnpenor numbers. His apprehen- 
lions -were flighted by the Sing, and the 
event foretold, took place Favored by 
the night and a thick fog, Daun, on the 
14th of October, furpnzed the Pruflla’n 
camp, drove their troops from the heights 
of HohkirchA, and gamed a fignal vic- 
tory But the ^tig’s greateft ind tfioft 
Irreparable loft was that of Keith lumfelf, 
vrho, after having rallied the foldicrs, and 
performed for more than three holirs all the 
funQions of a confummate General, fell m 
the church-yard of the idlage, mortally 
wounded. 

Marfhal Keith -was bom m Scotland, 
of a very ancient and noble family, which, 
unhappily, from principles of generous, 
but millaken attachment to the exiled 
houfe of Stuart, engaged in the rebellion 
of ryiy, againll George the Firfl 
Obliged to qmt his native country, he 
entefed int? the femcc of Rufiia, where 

Ik 
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He rdfe to the xanL of Field-Marflial ^ and 
afterwards 'paifed into that of Fiederic the 
Second. By him", "who knew how to 
^appreciate, and to value merit, Keith was 
;not defs beloved than lefpedfed. All his 
exertions to wieft the vi6:oiy from Daun 
at H'ohkuchen, were unfuctefsful. His 
body, after he fell, ftripped and naked, was 
carried into the , church of the village, and 
laid upon a barrow, covered jWith a Croat’s 
cloak.^ When , all refiftanc^ on the part of 

a 

the Bruffians was completely at an end, 
and their army difpeifed y Marfhal Daun, 
accompanied by Lacy and feveral other 
'Officers entered the church. Seeing, a 
dead body expofed on, a. barrow, and* con- 
ceiving it to be fome perfon of diftindlion, 
he enquired who it was ? Lacy approach ed 
'the corpfe, and after atteiitively regarding 
it, exclaimed with great emotion, “ Alas I 
’tis my father’s beft, friend, ’tis Keith 
The late ' Mar'ffial Lacy and he ‘Lad 
both been in the fervice of 'Ruffia, ' had 
made more than one campaign together, 

N 4 under 
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under the rei^ of the Emprefs Anne, 
and had hved on terms of intimate friend- 
fliip At fo melancholy a piece of intel- 
ligence, Daun burft into tears, at did Lacy, 
and erery perfon prcfent How afTcifhng 
a moment , and how fublimc, as well as 
touching a fubjedl, for the pencil of an 
arufr ' 111 

Wlule they were paying this tribute of 
rclpefl and fympathy to the remains of 
KeilK, a Crdat made his appearance, 
dreOed in the Marlhal’s uniform, and hav- 
Jng acrofs liis breaft the jellow riband of 
the I’luflian order of the “ Bfach Eagle." 
Dauii dcfinng to know bow be came by 
tbofe fpoila, J[ took them,’ anfwered 
the Croat, “ from the man who lies 
yonder, whom I killed and flnppcd 1 
base giicn him my cloak.’ Tlic corpfe 
was fcarccly in the lead disfigured, or 
bloody , nor waJ it without fomc difficult) , 
and after confidcrable fcarcb, that the 
wound srbicli be had received, was dif- 
coscrablc. A mufket ball bad penetrated 

Ids 
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Ills fide, of -fiank, but tbe oribce wasbardly 
'perceptible,' and only niarked by a'fmall 
''purple fpot. ‘ A'^^'lie fell; on- his back, he 
'had hied" inwardly. ' *' 

'Dauh' having' ihftantly ordered 'oUt three 
regiments’ ’ under ^ armsj caufed him - to ibe 
''interred 'with all the military honours duefo 
his high 'rank and his diftinguifhed rmefit. 
On the 'enfuing day the Marfhal -jreceived 
a letter from his Piuffian Majefty, bi ought 
by a trumpet. In >k, Frederic,; after con- 
gratulating him on his late vidtoiy,, and 
complimenting ^ him - on the "manoeuvres 
which, had conduced to fo fignal a fuccefs, 
requefled ^him to renderjCvery military ho- 
nor to the remains of the great man, whom 
it had been his misfortune to' lofe* TJie 
Auftrian commander in his reply befought 
the King to believe, that he had not Waited 
for his royal commands ,on fuch a point ; 
but had already paid to the deceafed Mar- 
fhal every mark of lefpeft in. his power. 

, Frederic, in his letter to Daun, made no 
mention whatever of Prince Francis of 

Brunfwic, 
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Bninfwic, his Own brother-in-}a^> who had 
IiLewife fallen m the fajne aQion Sir 
Robert Keith, (nqvf envoy at Vicnna,-ancl 
fo well known by his Ipinted condnfl: m 
Denmark during the terolntion m 177a,) 
jhasjJately crefled }n the church of Hoh- 
Jarchen, an elegaht marblfe roOnUment to 
ihe memory of hik relation, Marlhal Keith. 
' Every ipirticular relative to his death, here 
enutnerated, was imparted to me by an 
Auftnan officer of diftindhon who was 
prefent 

If the King cannot be exempted from 
cenfure for pctlifling, m contradiflion to 
Keith’s advice, to occupy tlic camp at 
Hohkirclicn, he is not lefs to be admired 
for the cclenty and Ikill with which he 
repaired hii defeat Far from reconquering 
Silefia, or even expelling him from Sax- 
ony, Daun found him equally formidable 
as before the late roisfonunc When he 
attempted to befiege Ncifs, and afterwards 
to attack Drcfdcn, Frederic obliged him to 
renounce both cnterprizes, and finally to 
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fall back upon^Bobemia. The army of the 
Empire, wtiicb. nearly at the fame time 
made a feeble effort to regain their lionor 
loft at Rofbach, was eafily rcpulfcd : wJiilc 
the Swedes, who only half a century bcfoi c 
had triumphantly overrun Poland, RufTia, 
and Saxony, tinder Charles the Twelftli, 
•^vere compelled to retire precipitately from 
Pomeiania,' If the campaign of I75'8 had 
hsen more dlfaftrous to Frederic than ' the 
preceding one, it had Hkewife manifefted 
in a confpicuous manner his prodigious 
refources. The next was deftined to put 
him to ftill feverer trials. 


Daun no longer engaged in 1759, the 
principal attention of the Ring. Content 
with watching his motlcn:, svlth co"erm,g 
Silcfi 
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It was marked by ravages, of every knnd, 
and the irritated to a p^itcli of defpe- 

ration at the defeat of AVedcI, ,re(cdred to 

"f 1 ' I I <' f - 

£>yc,t'icn>i,{)nce^more battle ^ ,Thc Oder, 
■which had l^n ^ twire Jhei feene^ pf thefc 
confliGs^ jyitnctjcd a tl^ir^ engagement' not 
lets fan^uinaryj^ andjftill jrapre.pnemorahlc'’ 
from Its tej-minaOon ^11 t^he , preceding 

dilaftcrB -which Fredenc ,had csncncnccd, 
j' n '-I 1 1 J 11 IL pi i j - e J» I* - ' 

•were light in ajip^ianropjvyith thp defeat 

^tiiat he fuftained at Cunerfdorf 

. sail - li ji u 1 ji 1 

Apprehenfise^from^ Ac njiptjpps^o^ t|je 
Pruflfiaa atqij^ that the King meditajed 
an attack on SoItikofT, Marlhal Datin de- 
tached Laudohn to join him,^ at the Ijcad 
of twelve Aoufand Auftnans and Sa,sonl, 
pnnapally cavalry The junQion was 
effcflcd, not without difhcult), a verj 
few da)S before Ac engagement On 
the afternoon immediately preceding it 
Soltikoir and Laudohn rode out together, 
in order to reconnoitre the enemy As it 
■was ctidcnt that Ac King meant to bnng 
on a battle, SoItikofT tpok occafion to ex- 
plain 
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plain to his colleague, the dlfpofitions 
which he intended to make for receiving 
the Prullians. > He pointed out at the fame 
time the pofition in which, he fhould wait 
for the attack, and the point againfl 
which, he conceived, it would be piinci- 
pally dnedted. Laudohn, though he coin- 
cided with him in opinion, enquired 
neverthelefs, what meafures he had taken 
for covering or fecunng his retieat, in cafe 
of a difafter “ None whatever,” leplied 
Soltikoff ; “ the Ruffians are unacquainted 
with retieats : they always eithei conquer 
or die.” 

On the following morning' the twelfth 
of Auguft, Frederic attacked the en- 
trenched camp at Cunerfdorf. His greateft 
effoits were diiedted againft their flank, at 
the only point where it was acceffible, by 
a narrow opening through a morafs. , Two 
Ruffian regiments, ftaiioned in the pafs, ' 
long fuftained without ' giving way, the 
onfet of the Pruffian army ' they t were 
. at length put to the fwOrd, and' fell in 

their 
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their rants Soltikoff frojioftd therefore 
to Laudohn, that a regiment of Auftnans 
fhould march into the vacant fpacc, along 
fide of a regiment of hu own troops 
But the Ailftnan foldiers rejeQcd the pro- 
pofal with indignation. “ We are fcady 
to fight,” cned they, “ but hot to be 
butchered like viflims,” Ncitlier re- 
proaches nor entreaues could alter their 
determination , and they were even fo 
exafperated againft Landohn, that they 
threatened to tear him in pieces. In order 
to avoid their fury, he was obliged to 
conceal htmfelf for a fhort time among 
the baggage, ull their firfl; emotions of 
refentment had fubfided 

In this fituaaon, unfiipported by his 
Auhnan allies, Soltikoff inflantly ordered 
two regiments of his own troops to ad- 
vance, with drums beating and colours 
l])ing Like their prcdccelforE they were 
cut to picccr, and were fucccedcd by two 
more, who underwent a fimilar fate 
Seated) a manremamed alive, but, tlicir 

bodies 
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bodies foon formed a ftupendous mound, 
completely filling the fpace through which 
alone the enemy could penetrate. Of the 
feventh and eighth regiments, which in 
turn occupied the fame fpot, fo few efcaped^ 
that the gentleman who' related thefe par- 
ticulars, afiured me, an officer of the name 
of Richter, though only an enfign in the 
morning, commanded the furvivors at the 
clofe of the day. 

Such troops, though they might be put 
to the fword, it feemed impoffible to van- 
quifh. The Pruflians, wearied with {laugh- 
ter, and finking under the heat of the 
weather, which was intolerable, began, 
after fome hours, to relax in their ardour. 
Inftead of refiing fatisfied with the impor- 
tant^ advantage which he had cheaply 
gained, and waiting for a more favourable 
occafion to complete the defhudtion of his 
enemies ; Frederic, in oppofitlon to all ad- 
vice, forced his foldiers to new exertions. 
I^audohn perceiving their exhaufted con- 
dition, 
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dition, and inftandy availing himfelf of it, 
made a dciperatc charge at the head of the 
Aiiftnan davaliy, which decided the for- 
tune of the day The Pruffians Ucd on 
every fide, threw down their arms, and 
abandoned the field Tents, artillery, bag- 
gage, every thing fell into the hands of the 
conqueror Scarcely could ten men be 
coUeded together m a body Frcdenc, 
obliged to confult his fafeiy by flight, 
paflcd the night in a hut, only a few miles 
from the feene of his defeat, dcftituto of 
protedtion, and almoft without ncccflancs 
Laudohn, after c-cpteffing to the Rufliati 
General his admiration of the valour and 
ftcadincfs of Ins troops, oficred, if SoluholT 
would cntrufl a few of them to his com- 
mand, to go m purfuit of the beaten enemy 
He cvensentured to anfwer for bringing 
Ins Prufllan Majefly pnfoncr into the 
fnmp w ithm three days. Far from accept- 
ing the ofllr, SoItihofT coldly declined it 
“ 1 hi\c already gamed two battles, ” find 

he. 
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liCjT “ in little more than d fortnight ; let 
“ my brotheF Daun now do fomething in 

the common caufe.” 

n-Inftead of heing' overwhelmed by fuch 
a-difaftcr, as might have been expedted, 
Erederic foon revived more formidable from 
his defeat. The inadtion of the Ruffians 
allowed him time to affemble a new army ; 
and'Soltikoff neither followed up his vic- 
tory, nor atchieved any thing of confe- 
quence during the reft of the campaign. 
But Drefden, which the Pruffians, had 
hitherto held, was wTefted fiom them by 
Daun 5 and as if fomething linifter prefided 
in the councils of their Sovereign, he un- 
derwent foon afterwards a humiliation ftill 
more poignant than the calamity of Cunerf- 
dorf. I mean the furrenderof near twenty 
thoufand troops at Maxen ; an event which 
may almoft be compared with the difgrace 
of the Caudine Porks, fo memorable in the 
hiftory of Rome. Ever difpofed from his 
turn of mind and character, to adt offen- 
fively, the King ventured to detach a body 

of forces, in.ojrcler to cut off Daun’s com- 

- ' ^ 
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municdtion -with Bohcmiai They Tveri 
commanded to take poft at Marten, a 
poGaon capable of beuig defended againft 
fupenor numben, and from its fituatlon 
adnurably calculated to iniorcept the letrtat 
of the Auftnans. Finck, a General of erpi' 
nence and ment, a\as feledlcd for this 
cotiimiGioh, m the execution of which, he 
did not, however, by any means anfwcr 
the eatpcflations of his maftcr 
'1 have heard the condudt of Finck dif- 
dulTcd by mans Autlnan oDicers who were 
prefent at his furrender, and they in gene- 
ral agree, that In. not only took a bad pofi- 
lion, but that lie defended it fUll avorfe 
By leanng the heights above his camp 
unoccupied, he committed an irreparable 
fault, which enabled Daun, nfter furround- 
ing, ulumately to compel him to lay down 
his arms. Alwavs flow, and frcqucntl) 
irrcfolutc, Daun hcfitatcd nctcrthclefs, 
whether he fliould make the attempt , but 
the eabonations of Lacy prevailed over hn 
indcciGon Finck, inverted on every fide 
by the Auftnans, found cfcapc impolfible , 
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and Lacy, after having made hinifelf maf- 
ter of the heights which coihmanded" thb 
Pmflian camp, fnmmoned their commander' 
to furrender. He was not in wailt of 
provilions j aiid General Wunfch, as well 
as many other ' officers, indignant at the 
idea of ffibmitting to an ignominious capi- 
tulation, propofed either to cut their palfage 
through the enemy, or to periffi to the laft 
mkn fword in hand. Finck, though he 
- lejedted the piopofal, yet did not furrender- 
till he had vainly made' every effort to libe-'' 
/ate himfelf and his unfortunate aimy. 
While the articles ■ were framing, Wunfch 
attempted to force his way at the head of 
two regiments of cavalry. But, on the 
menace of the Auftiiansto pilt tffe remain- 

— r 

ing troops to the fword, and at Finch’s ex- 
prefs command, he reluctantly returned to 
the campi' Seventeen thoufand of Frederic’s 
veteran fdldiers piled up their arms. Lacy 
r6'de in among them, after having Con- 
cluded the capitulation, and made regi- 
ment after regiment prifoners of war. 
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The King was more fenfihle to this dif- 
graceful and unexpefled bloiSj than he had 
been to all his preceding defeats In tlic 
Tiolence of his refentment, he refufed to 
admit Enck to his prefence, lor c\ en to hear 
his judification That officer foou after- 
wards entered into the Daniffi fcrvicc, and 
n fince dead at Copenhagen I ought bow- 
er cr, to add, that many perfons here at 
Bethri) who ire well able to njiprecmtc the 
condufl of Finck, declare that he n-as Icfs 
culptlble than unfortunate Idiey alfert that 
he originally remonftrated againft the mea- 
furc of taking port at Maxen, and only did 
it iwcompliance with his mailer’s peremp- 
tory orders "riiuS terminated the cam- 
paign of 1759, rendered for eVer memo- 
rable by the ret erfes of Cunerfdorf and of 
Maxen Saxon) was hkcwifc wrerted from 
Frederic, \ hich had ferred as a harrier to 
lus own dommions , while his enemies, 
elated b) fuccefs, proinifcd thcmfclvcs to 
efleff lus entire dcftniflion in the courfe 
of the cnfinng year 


Neither 
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Neither Daun ^ nor Soltikoff form the 
moft confpicuous figures in 1760. On the 
"contrary, they fink' into comparative ob- 
fcurity ; while Laudohn, who had fo lately 
diftinguifhed himfelf at Cimerfdorf, by the 
fuperiority of his views, added to the deci- 
fion and rapidity of his movements, conti- 
nued to inflidl; the moft fevere and humili- 
ating wounds on the Pruffian Monarchy. 
Fouquet, another General oft Frederic’s, 
renewed in fome meafure at Landfhut, 
the capitulation of Finck at Maxen. He 
made indeed a more vigorous defence y but, 
the termination was fcarcely lefs difhonor- 
able,'and equally calamitous. Of twenty- 
one thoufand men whom he commanded, 
not above fix thoufand efcaped the fwOrd 
or a prifon ; and Fouquet himfelf was 
among the number of the captives. Two 
fuch ,difafters following each other at fo 
fhort an interval, fullied no lefs the luftre 
of the Pruflian arms, than they elevated the 
courage of their opponents. Glatz, one 
pf the keys of Silefia, for which Laudohn 
• o 3 and 
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and Fouquet had contended, fell fo |tlic 
former 

That province became once more the 
pnncipal theatre of the military operations, 
wpere Frederic maintained a defperate and 
unequal confiifl agamft fupenor forces. 
On every fide he appeared to be precluded 
not only from afllllance, but even from ef- 
cape The Autlnan and Rnflian Generals 
having enclofcd him, anticipated his fall 
or his furrendcr They already meditated 
to furpnfe him in his camp, and to renew 
the aSiur at Hohkirchcn But, the genius 
of Frederic fuftained, and his cclenty e-x- 
tneated him in this emergency Without 
allowing hiB enemies time to mature their 
mcafurcs, he marched to meet the danger , 
and fclefljng Laudolm as the mod expofed 
from his fituauon, he attacked that General 
at Lignitz on the I yth of Augulh After 
a defperate rcfidancc the King obtained a 
viQory, fo much the mpre gratifying, as 
It was gamed over a man whole name and 
fucccDes had depretred the Prulliani It has 

been 
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been commonly aflerted, that Lacy, Who 
commanded a feparate body of troops, 
might have advanced in time to Laudohn’s 
relief ; but, that from a fpirit of rivalfliip 
or jealoufy, he withheld his affiftance. 
Nothing can however, I believe, be moie 
unfounded as well as unjuft than fuch an 
afperfion, which is beft confuted by Lacy’s 
life and charafter. Par fiom fuftaining 
any diminution of fame, Laudohn rofe 
more refpedable from his defeat, and glo- 
rioully repaired the difafter of Lignitz 
before the clofe of the war. 

Under ordinaiy cWcumftances, wheie the 
rerpe<ll;ive force was in any meafure ba- 
lanced, Fiederic’s late vidlory would have 
given him a decided fuperiority duiing the 
remainder of the campaign". But, Fo im- 
menfe was the difparity of numbeis, that 
no common exertions could even long 
protraft his total rum. Berlin itfelf was 
laid under contribution by the Ruffians : 
Laudohn ftill maintained hiinfelf in the 
midft of Silefia, while Daun and Lacy 
weie mafteis of Saxony and Lufatia. It 

o /j. was 
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was not enough for Fredenc to have 
forced SoloLoff to have abandoned Bran- 
denhurgh, and ulamately to evacuate the 
other parts of his dominions. Some great 
and dcafive vidtoiy was neceflar) , in order 
to enable him to take up his winter- 
quarters m Saxony Rendered defperate 
by his fituation, and regardlcfs of obdaclcs, 
Fredenc refolved to attack the Auftnans, 
who occupied a pofition along the Dbc, 
equally flrong and advantageous. Such 
were the curumhanccs in which took place 
the memorable battle of Torgao, on the 
third of November 

In no aflion of the whole war, not even 
at Cohn, did the King probably commit fo 
much to fortune , fince the confcqucnccs 
of defeat to him were incalculable Ani- 
mated by a fenfc of the necclTit) of con- 
quering, he forgot every perfonal confidcr- 
ation, and expofed hirafclf to the fevered 
fire, while he rallied and led his cavalry 
again and again to the charge But fucli 
were the impediments, natural and arti 
ficial, with which his infantry liad to 

contend, 
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-contend, that though they ’ difplayed ' the 
fteadieft courage, they'* aiever -could open 
and foim’ inTacc of the Auftiian batteries, 
Towaids evening, notwhhftandmg the per- 
tinacious efforts'^of the King 'to teaf^the 
viiloiy from Daun^ he not' only main- 
tained his ground, but had repulfed the 
Pruflians. Eighteen thoufand of 'their befl 
troops were left on the held, and ' fcarcely 
two* thirds of that number had fallen on the 
other fide. Frederic, unable to renew the 
conteft, muft have fallen back upon Bran- 
denburg ; and Daun had already difpatched 
a courier^ to announce to the Emprefs Queen 
the intelligence of a decifive victory ; when 
an unexpected and fortuitous event com- 
pletely changed the fortune of the day. 

Some Pruffian Soldiers having accidentally 
difcovered that the heights of SiphtZj which 
commanded the Auftrian camp,- were un- 
guarded, cairied tile intelligence to their 
officer. After afcertainmg the faCt, he re- 
ported it to General Zieth^n ; who, equally 
aftoniffied and delighted at th6 information, 

caufed 
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icjiufed fevcral pitccs of cannon to be im- 
jtnediattly tranfported thither, and occupied 
thh poft with a detachment of troops. The 
Jarkncls of the night favoured and facih- 
tated hia operations. At daybreaL fo 
tremendous a cannonade opened on the 
forces of Daun, that he tvas compelled to 
breah Up his camp, and to retire in the 
utmoft confuCon, harafled and purfued by 
the Pmlfians A fecond couner was fent o£F 
to Vienoa, to communieiJte to Mana Thc- 
refa the difaftrous reverie ohieh had taken 
place Lacy alone of all the Imperial Ge- 
nerals retreated in admirable order at the 
head of the diiifion svhich he commanded, 
along tlic left bank of the Elbe. In fight 
of the Viflonous army, on the fame fide of 
the river, he made good his retreat fo^ 
fevcral leagues Tlicn crolTing the Elbe at 
the town of Mcifiln, he gamed the oppofitc 
heights, and checked the further progrefs 
of the cnemv This manoeuvre mat rank 
with the finch of the prefent age But, 
all the advantages of \iflory remained to 

I ndcric 
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Frederic. Laudohn, reluftantly compelled 
to quit Silefia, once more abandoned that: 
Dutchy ; while the,Pruflians, favopre'd by 
tl^eir late fuccefs, ,took up theif winter- 
' quarters again in , Saxony. 

The, campaign; of 176,1, unlike all the 
preceding, is fterile in great events, no ge- 
neral adtion having been fought anywhere 
from its commencement to its clofe. En- 
feebled by their paft exertions, and ren- 
dered mutually cautious by the reverfes of 
fortune which they had in turn experienced, 
'neither party feemed inclined to rifk an 
engagement. But, it was apparent that the 
King muft ultimately fink under hich an 
unequal ftruggle, which neither fubfidies, 
nor ability, however confummate, nor mi- 
litary Ikill could long protradf. At no 
period of the war does he, indeed, juftly 
excite fo much admiration. ' Five cam- 
paigns had deprived him of hi's moft able 

\ 

Generals, and left him little other refourcs 
than in the unfhaken firmnefs of his own 
character. A meaner Prince mull have 
inevitably fallen under the 'weight of his 

enemies 


I 
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enemies anti Ins cmbarradmcnts. Frederic, 
by judiaoully protraffing the final iDue, 
effeQcd fits extncation ' Inftead of admg 
oficnfivcly and committing all to hazard, as 
he had done more than once in the preced- 
ing campaigns, he feemj to have exchanged 
quahties vjith his antagonifi, and to liave 
adopted the phlegm assvcll as the caution of 
Dana This verfatihty, tvhich is not the 
lead -wonderful feature of his charadlcr, 
proved the prefervation of Silcfia, and of 
the FrulTian Monarchy Both mud have 
been lod by a falfc llcp, or by an n£l of 
imprudence. 

I On the other hand, the Court of Vienna 
and the commanders of the Aullnan forces, 
by not adopting the mod \ igorous mcafures, 
were guilty of an unpardonable error Tlicy 
could not he ignorant that their ally the 
Lmprefs of RulTia was m a very prccanout 
Hate of licalth, and they knew that her 
death would at lead dilfolvc the union be- 
tween the two Crowns, if not convert the 
Rullians into open enemies Under fuch 
tircumdanccs, it feents obvious that Daun 

11 ould 
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{hould havV’ forciduAis -Kiilg^o dti aSibn, 
let "the obftadles 'have bfecri'JeVer-Td^gi^^afi'' 
ilnce a fingle'xa<!b0iy-overdmii'WOiild'hafb^ 
ended tlTerContefi;. fhf^iJigli^Maiian^he- ' 
refa’s fouces- wbrE'jbined^by'thb Ruffiarfs 
fac'f&om Brefla’vt'ji'jft) 'ably ' did Fiederib^ 
chdfe kia.pnfinxM^f thaR Dauii- never ^%n- 
turedj fto 'attadt" hrih^ m-'his ^ainp heab- 


Schweidnitz. While his brother Henry,' 
with^ ijlferie^rs^rcesl 'defended Saxony and 
Brand enburgh'; "th 4 ' Kin'gi baffled' all the 
effortsjof Haiini:*an]d"'finally-:compeiIed his 
Mufen'^te allies ta retife'into Boland, with- 
out e^jpling any- ihaterial'objedl;. ' If Lad- 
dohn had ndtiipartlyifupplied Daiin’s inac- 
tivity, ithe eampai^bf 1761 would preTent ' 
a blank-. ;de(l-itute.bf-events : “but ' neither 

'' A i. ' * 

Frederic’-s'adiivity nor his vigilance, how-i 
eVer-j d^bjepitted^.xcould^ prevent -that vable" 
Gener^Vffofn;ationce forming and execrftihg 
an 'entetprizcjl'id', ‘which'-we 'are^at a lolk^ - 


whether, to admire-' moff his 'laudacity, his 
iapidity,^Gr hisHuccefs. ' Schweidnitz, the 
moft i-mportan^pfoitiefs^n alb Silefia, de- 
fended, by .a mumeious garrifon, and coin- 
> manded 
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manded by a gincnJibiEccf of approved 
capacity fell into thd bands of the Aullnanic 
Laudohn c bavipg- unejqicaedlf- marclicd 
■with tlmiJdlpcity of lightning to atuick It 
on the firlfjof OGpbdr, inftantly planted his 
laddqrSi ^agaSnfl; the iWa^la , land defpifing 
the ordinary forms of 4 fiegdjitamcd itlbjl 
ftorm, at the point of iihe bayonet, m three 
hourt.'; ' ' i / ' i 

f So uncxpc£led a difafter f(iemed’'to pfc- 
fage the approaching fall bf the Kingihim- 
felf, tvhich -every thinfe annonriced to be 
imminentiflnd almoll luientable. Charles 
the Twelfth’s fituation after i his defeit it 
PultoWi) w 41 hahily mdre defperate' than' 
tliat of Frederic, 1 towards the clofeof 1761 
Another campaigm accdlrding to all appear- 
ances,! mull have laid him entirely at the 
mere) of the vnft combinafaon which had 
determined his dellruflion MatiaThcrcfa, 
nilftrcCs of Schw eidnitz and ofGlatz, alrcad) 
antitipatcd the rtRotatton of all Silefii , ' 
while the vanohs Pnnee- and States, whom 
Frederic had either injured or attached, im- 
patiently waited for the accomphfhment of 

their 
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their refpeflLve expcdati'dnsVhn thcdwiiion 
of liis dominions. SucliAras thn^critiual'finld. 
hopelefs 'Coridition of rhlsmflr<iirs,'f>vhcuitlie 
death of £lizdbcthi)/Empr<iTs -of RjUtfra^* 
took place. - f > . O'l* >t ' 

That-^ Princcfs, Eicdeiic’s ilhpl'abahle- 
enemy, expired at' f^ctcrfhnigh, 'Of a idif^ 
temp<£r laccdei ated bydter ' intemperance, on' 
the fifth-Of January >1762. Her nephew i^nd' 
fuccchbi , PctGi the Third, who had feefedy.' 
laboured during fcvcial yeais to impede the^ 
progiefs'of the Ruffian armies^- inftantly 
manifefted without dirguife, the , violent) 
prediledlion that he had long nouriflicd for 
his Pruffian Majefty; a partiality whichf 
rofe to adoration. Not content:-- with f 
feparating his forces from thofe of h'lariai 
Therefa,*he afted as her avowed enemy,' 
and as theiauxiliary of Fiederic : his reign- 
was indeed fh’ort, and its termination tra- 
gical. But, the' great principle of political 
connection- between Mufeovy and Aiiftria, 
which had fiibfifted under Elizabeth,- was i 
not the lefs diffolved. - Catharine the . Se- ' 
€ond, though the hy no means adopted the.x 
6 intern- 
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intfiviy>crat4 zeal orhe'r Ijunand^atfiavouf 
was totrsnfe as well utob mag- 
fta’rtimDuy,tortfiimtthepcifonalTanimoljtics 
ofit4i£iboth She withdrew her trobps alto- 
gether from the conteft, almoftas foon as 
the afcbpdtd thftttfrone. , Sweden, weaned 
W(h ft VtagOi tiiifh Itie had doftSer 
tnrj, reputation, without, reaping jlic fipalled 
dugmentauoa of terntor), had] prcfioully 
cpncludcd n fcjiaratc peace with the Court 
of Ihirhtu i , 

‘Labcratcd Hotn tt\o of his numerous o|>- 
pements, the king m 1761 becamb fupenor 
toDaun In. the field , more however, ns it 
would fecro, bp hts own Oaergpr'and the 
chaiaflcntlic caution of the Impcnal Genc- 
rah tfdm from, an) other circumtlance In 
face of flicAuItnan arm), Frcdbnc even 
ventured to lap regular ficge to Schn tldnitr , 
whitli, after a long and gallant defence, 
plrotraidcd to the lad e\trcmil) , furrendered, 
notwilh’diiiding even effort made fo' 
its^cfcrvation ' With the battle' of Trei* 
Iicfg, tctminatcd the Seventh and lad cam-' 
ptalgn' of this long and fangulnary war , 
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afi acfltion in which neither the King, nor 
' Daun, nor Laudohn^ had any fhare. 

, The honour of the day was exclufively re- 
ferved for Prince Henry ‘of Pruflia, to 
whom his brother. conftantly intrufted the 
arduous tafk of lepelling the enemy on the 
Saxon frontier. Having attacked the com- 
bined forces of Auftria and the Empire, on 
the 29th of October, be obtained a brilliant 
victory. Frederic, who, juftly alarmed 
for his iafety, was in full march to his af- 
fiftance, did not ariive till the day after the 
engagement. Thofe who fee his character 
through an unfavorable medium, alTert that 
he has never forgiven Prince Henry fqr 
having fo glorioufly clofed the war, with- 
out waiting to allow a participator in his 
fuccefs. 

^ / I J 

The Piuffian^ troops, , elevated by their 
advantages, once more re-entered Bohemia, 
fiom which they had been fo^long expelled ; 
while detached jparties ravaged the circle of 
Franconia, lanfomed the 'city of Nurem- . 
beig, and fpread confternation over every 
pait of the German empire. In this fitua- 
VOL. I. p tion, 
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itit&npirati: zeal orher Ipifbani-an Javom* 
ifiPhlfliajiwas toaavifeds ivclt asrtoi) tnlg- 
to refume. tho pcrfonal aniriiolitics 
of^ifcibcth f Shi; tvilhdrUw her troops alto- 
gether from the conteft, almofl as foon as 
the afebpiltd thRjhtopt. jS>Tcden, vfcaned 
wfh ft tear^jU tyhjcJt l}ie had) Jollier mdi-, 
tnnpjtcputatiotl, -rJithdut tijapingthe fmalled 
augmentation: hf temtory, hadj^prc^iouflv 
concluded a fcjiarate peace with the Court 
of Berhn. 1 n , 

^Liberated irom too of his Numerous op- 
ponents, the lyng m 1761 becamt fupenor 
toiDatmtn the field , more howeier, as it, 
■vdould fecni, hp his own ddergy'^and the 
charaflcnflic caution of the Impcnal Gene- 
ral; than from aup oilier eircumlbncc In 
face of the ^uilnan army, Frcdtric even 
ventured to laj rcgiUar fiegc to Sclmcidnitr , 
wlutli, after a long and galhiit defence, 
protrailqd to the lad ctlrcmitjjfurrcndercil,' 
notwItlfQdiiding ever) efibit made for 
itsprcfcnalion ' With the battle' of Trei- 
berg, terminated the Sexemh and lad cam- 
paign’ ol this long and fangulnarj 'var , 
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ati action in which neither the King, nor 
Daun, nor Laudohn^ had any fliare. 
The honour of the day was exclufively re- 
ferved for Piince Henry of Pruffia, to 
whom His brother conftantly intrufted the 
arduous tafk of repelling the enemy on the 
Saxon frontier. Having attacked the com- 
bined forces of Auftria and the Empire, on 
the 29th of October, he obtained a brilliant 
victory. Frederic, who, juftly alarmed 
for his fafety, was in full march to his af- 
fiftance, did not aiiive till the day after the 
engagement. Thofe who fee his charader 
through an unfavorable medium, alTert that 
he has never foi given Prince Henry for 
having fo glorioufly clofed the war, with- 
out waiting to allow a participator in his 
fuccefs. 

The Piuffian troops, elevated by their 
advantages, once more re-entered Bohemia, 
fiom which they had been fo^long expelled ; 
while detached, parties raV^aged the circle of 
Franconia, lanfomed the city of Nurem- ^ 
berg, and fpread confternation over every 
pait of the Geiman empire. In this Htua- 

VOL. I. p tion, 
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tion, Mana Thcrefa, abandoned by Ruffia 
and by Sweden, denving little or no afliH- 
ance from France, and unable to protcil 
htr own dominions, was nccelTitatcd to have 
iTcourfe to ncgotution After fci cn cam- 
paigns, and after fuftaimng the rudeft Ibocks 
of adverfe fortune, Frcdcnc was Aill not 
only capable of refinance, but m a ftate to 
ad every wlicrc offenfively Of all tlicir con- 
ijntllt. Glare alone, togetber wiUi a portion 
of tlie Dutchy of Cleves, remained in pof- 
fcflion of the Auftnans Tlicir facnfice 
avas rcquifite, in order to induce the 
cnem) to evacuate Saxony, winch unfor- 
tunate country had fcvcrcly fuflered for the 
political connediohs of its Sovereign, and 
his ftcady adherence to theHoufc of Aufiria 
Thefc confiderauons impcnoully didatcd 
the peace of Hubertfburg, which refiored 
tranquillity to the empire in the beginning 
of tyCj Silefia, the principal objcQ of 
contcA, remained enure to the Pruflian 
momtcliy , and fcarcely a foot of tcrritoiy 
was loft or gained bj a war, which had not 
onb caufed fo vafl an cDufion of Wood, 

but 
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but which threatened moie than once the 
fubveilion of the piefent political fyftem of 
Europe. 

When we confidci the long refiflance 
made by a Prince fo infer! oi in political 
ftrength to his antagonifts ; when we appre- 
ciate his mihtar}'- efforts, and compare them 
with his apparent refources, we cannot re- 
fufe to him our higheft admiration. He is 
not merely great when crowned with fuc- 
cefs. His reverfes and defeats, his eirors 
and misfortunes, contribute to elevate him in 
our opinion. We follow him with eager- 
nefs through all the tranfitions of war; and 
we fee him with exultation emerge again 
into daylight from his complicated diftrefs. 
His fortitude, under ciicumftances of almoft 
unparalleled depreflion, excites aftonifhment 
blended with refpeft. Charles the Tw’’elfth 
was only a fuccefsful madman, deftitute of 
fyftem, impelled by blind animofity, and 
incapable of repairing his faults. After ele- 
vating his country tp a traipifitory point of 
greatnefs in the fcale of Europe, he pre- 
cipitated the Swedes into lafting poverty and> 

p 2 ' oblivion. 


an iiEMoiRS or tae 

oblivion But Fredenc knows how to pre- 
fcrve, as wdl as how to conquer During 
a -war of fuch duration, marked in many of 
Its ftages by uoprccedaitcd caJamitics, he 
neither impovenflied, nor even greatly de- 
populated his dominions. They are now 
admitted to be more flounOiing and better 
cultivated, than at any period fince his 
acccnion. Ic is true that his policy is not 
alv,ayE the moft upnght, beneficent, or 
confonant to the diQates of Immanity 
And however ncceffity, whlcli has been 
juftly termed the plea of tyrants, may 
fometimes feera to acquit him , it is an 
acquittal with which Pnnees fucli as Trajan 
would not be fatisfied 

His treatment of the Saxons during the 
late war, fcarccly admits of anj judification, 
and will, 1 trull, have no imitators. I do not 
merely allude toihc fail of his immunng the 
pnncipal inhabitants of Drcfden in a public 
building, where they were detained till 
they bad railed ,a heavy contribution, and 
afterwards drawn bills on their correfpond- 
ents in various pans of Europe Nor do 

I con- 



COURT OF BERLIN, CtC. 213 

I confider his caufing the fubuibs of that 
beautiful city to be deftroyed, in order to 
fecure it againft the approach of the Auf- 
trians ; as meriting any fcvcrc condemnation. 
Thcfe a£ts, however harfli, may be in a 
great meafurc juflified by militar)’’ ncceflity. 
But, there arc others imputable to Fiederic, 
over which no cafuiftry can throw a glofs. 
Neither the laws of nations, nor thofe of 
modern war, allow of tranfpoiting the male 
and female manufaduiers of a conquered 
flate, into the dominions of the invader. 
This Inffadion of natural juhicc was never- 
thelefs committed at Meilfen in Saxony ; a 
place famous for the fabric of porcelain, fo 
generally admired under the name of Dref- 
den China. All the bell ai lifts, forcibly fent 
to Berlin, were there compelled, duiinglife, 
to continue their labours, and exeit their 
talents, for the profit of a Sovereign, the 
inveterate enemy of their countiy. They, 
and their defendants or their fcholars, who 
are ftill here, have become the involuntary 
denizens of another foil, the fubjeds of 
Frederic the Second. 

P 3 
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Hundreds of Si-ton J-oung \tomcn, car- ' 
ned off by violence from their paternal cot- 
tages, tvere fent into the remoteft provinces 
of thcPruffian Monarchy, and there matched 
with huftands provided for them by the 
State. The rape of the Sabines in anti- 
quity, feems to be the bcH precedent for 
fuch treatment. Ih compliance with the 
Cune lyftem of policy, mimbcis of the 
Saxon youth, cither taken in arms, or 
dragged from the domcdic occupations of 
hufbandry, tvete obliged to enter into the 
Pnifllan fcrvice, and to carry dcfiruiiion 
into the bofom of their native country 
The Romans, it is tme, in the decline of 
the empire, incorporated into their legions 
the Barbarian youth of tlic Rhmc and the 
Danube But, they ncicr forced the Par- 
thians, or the Huns taken in battle, to bear 
arms againft their Sovereign, mflead of 
fightmg for his eaufe. Such an capen- 
ment might c\cn be accounted dangcrout 
imdcra variety of afpefls, but, hrederte pof- 
feffes the fccrct of ditcQing and regulating 
a machine, v-liich m common hands would 

probably 
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piobably be fatal to its inventor. His army, 
unlike the military force of other Princes, 
is compofed in j)eace as well as in war, of 
difcordant and heterogeneous materials. 
Every European State, from Spain to RufTia, 
may be faid to contribute towards its forma- 
tion. Poland, Germany, Holland, Denmark, 
but above all, France, furnifli him with re- 
cruits. The French alone may be always 
eftimated at five-and-twenty thoufand men. 

Neither that fentiment which we deno- 
minate the love of our country, nor the 
principle of loyalty to the Sovereign!, con- 
ftitute here the, general bafis of military 
difcipline and adherence. Frederic contents 
himfelf with fubftituting in their place 
other motives of adlion, lefs voluntary and 
lefs honourable, but equally efficacious. 
How, in fad;, can the native of Gafeony, 
of Podolia, or of ‘Suabia, entrapped -or 
feduced into a foreign fervice, and detained 
in it ’by force, be animated with patriotifm, 
affedtion, or even a fenfe of allegiance i 
It is enough if he does not deteR .the 
Pnnce and the State for whom Jie drawls 

P 4 , th^ 
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the trigger, or puihes the bayonet. Aware 
of this onginal defcG in the conflitiiuon 
of his force, the King lias rccourfc to 
other modes of maintaining and reemuing 
his army Never, perhaps, did human 
ability, invcftcd mth unlimited power, 
exert fo much ingenuity in dctainmg its 
captives , for, in that light, the far greater 
part of the foreign troops muft be con- 
fidcrcd This nt), as well as Potzdam, 
js delbtute of fortifications , but, both arc 
furrounded with a ftrong wall, or fioccadc, 
one of the pnnapal objcfls of which is 
to prevent dcfcrtion With a Mcw to 
incrcafc the difficulties, all the fcntmels on 
guard arc commonly placed either ti\o 
together, or at fo fmall adiflancc from each 
other, as to render it impraflicablc to 
defert without being perceived Tlic line 
of fcntmels being double, one iMthout the 
other, and the foldicrs being called over 
ciciy tno hours, it feems nearly Impoffible 
to get, undifcoicrcd, to an) confidcrabic 
dillancc. If, however, b) good forlunF 
fpeed, the) Diould effcfl it, guns arc 
intlantly 


or 
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inftantly fired, to fpread the alarm through- 
out the country. The peafants, on hear- 
ing the fignal, are obliged to rife, in order 
to Tecure the unfortunate fugitive ; and 
"they aie even p6rfonally interefted in his 
recapture, as they muft furnifli a fubftitute 
in the place of any one who efcapes. Yet, 
in defiance of thefe, and fimilar precautions, 
fuch are the attradfions of freedom, and the 
impatience of bondage, that eveiy night 
attempts are made to defert. The frontiers 
of Saxony are fo near, that they may be 
reached from Potzdam in the Ipace of three 
or four hours. 

The prodigious proportion of foreigners 
in the fervice of Frederic, renders it matter 
of calculation at the commencement of a 
war, whether one or two campaigns may 
not be principally fupported at their ex- 
pence, with a comparatively flender facri- 
fice of native Prulfians. By thus fparing 
the blood of his own fubjefts, and referv- 
ing them for fubfequent emergencies, the 
King js enabled to fuftain the firft fliock 

of 
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of hoftiliues, without matenallj’ affcQmg 
the internal indulhy, cultivation, or popu- 
lation of his donumotis. It is ncverthelcfs 
a dangerous weapon, which may recofl, 
unlefs fupenutended with equal vigilanec 
and dextenty The bayonet is admitted 
to be more formidable than the mufket 
but, if It 18 to be feared, that the foldicr 
wants adherence to the Prince for whom 
he fights, its very advantages become mat- 
ter of apprchcnfion Whole platooni, 
when once mingled vntli the enemy, may 
throw down thar arms a arcurollancc 
wholly impoDiblc to take place, while the fire 
15 kept up at a dillancc between two bodies 
of troops This is a delicate point on 
wluch to explain m)fcU', but, it is well 
tmderhood here, h) every man acquainted 
with the formation of the PrulTi-n armj 
Tlic Jews, who ever fince the time of 
Adrian, lm\c manifeflcd the moll decided 
inaptitude and antipathy to a\ar, have 
ncacrtliclcfs attraQcU the attention of lic- 
dcnc, as capable of being made fubfcrvicnt 

to 
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io the general protection or defence. After 
the partition of Poland, five years ago, 
finding that there was a very eonfiderablc 
number of them in the traCt of territoi*y 
which fell to his fiiare, he determined to 
embody them, and to teach them the 
fcience of arms. They vainly remonftrated 
that war was neither analogous to their 
genius, nor agreeable to their feelings. A 
coips of feveral thoufand Was formed, 
compelled to learn the manual exercife, 
and pafled in review. But, fuch was found 
to he on trial, their infurmountable difincli- 
nalion to bear arms, that after many vain 
endeavours, they were finally broken and 
difbanded. The abhorrence of the peafants 
towards them being fo violent, that it was 
apprehended the Jews might be mafiacred 
or pillaged, in pafling through the villages, 
to their refpeCtive homes ; an efcort of 
horfe was therefore ordered to conduCfc 
them in fafety back to their abodes. " I 
believe it is the -only attempt of the kind, 
which has been yet made in our times, 

to 
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to bnng Jem into the field , and having 
failed m fuch able hands, we may conjec- 
ture that It will not be Ipccdily repeated 
by other Princes. 

No Sovereign, ancient or modem, has 
ever better known how to awaken and to 
ammate in his caufe, the vanity as well as 
the pnde of the foldier In all his writ- 
ings, in all his addrefles to them, he calls 
them by the endearing epithets of “ Mes 
“ cavaliers, mes enfans, mes camarades.” 
Thtfe appellations, though they mean no- 
thing in efieil, yet produce a powerful 
fenfation, and tend to make fomc amends 
for the want of more fohd benefits or re- 
munerations. There is, iii fafl, I believe, 
no cftabhnimcnt in the Prufiian dominions, 
preafely rcfembhng thofc of Cliclfea, or of 
Grccnmch among us, to which the inva- 
lided or the wounded foldier may retire, after 
having pafied liis life In the aflivc femee of 
the Stale Tlie veteran mull depend. In a 
great mcafure, on the King s ability, incli- 
nation, and opporlunit) of providing for 

him, 
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liim, \vlien lie can no longer crniy arms» 
His levcnucs, perhaps, aie not fiiflicicntly 
ample to enable him to furnifli adequate 
funds for age and infirmity, in every in- 
ftancc. Detradion has accufed him of not 
Avifliing to maintain any troops, except 
fuch as are cap<jblo of appearing in the 
field . but, I believe the infinuation to be no 
Icfs malignant, than void of foundation. 
Fiederic underftands too well his real in- 
tereft, ever to tieat ivlth cruelty the fup- 
porters of his greatnefs, the inRiuments 
and companions of his vidoiics, 

* Fifteen years have iieaily clapfcd fiiicc 
the conclufioii of the peace of Hubertf- 
burg j and it is matter of curious fpccula- 
tion, whcthci in cafe of a rupture the 
Pnifiian troops will maintain the afeend- 
ancy over thofc of Aullria, which, all 
circumftanccs confidcrcd, they had incoii- 
tcftably acquired, during the laR war. TJih 
is however, a qacRion not likely to be 
fpeedily refolved, as appearances feem to 
indicate a long continuance of the calm cn- 

jo'v cd 
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joyed by Germany Sdcfia, to the rcfump- 
tion of which the Coott of Vienna for- 
merly looked with ccafelcfs anxiety, is now 
confirmed to Prullia by time and long pre- 
fenption The King, who begins to feel 
the prcfifiire of age, mull wifli rather to 
fccurc than to augment the grandeur of bis 
houfe. Content with having crefled fo 
vaft a fabnek, liis ambition vs ill probably 
be fatisficd v.nth devolving it entire to lus 
fuccefibr 
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LETTER. VI. 

Revie’w of the Priffian Htfory^ previous to the 
Accejfton of Freda ic the Second,‘ — His Mai'- 
1 lage. — ^ecn of Frujfia. — CbaraEicr and 
Heath of VdiUiam Augujtus, the late Ptince 
Royal. — His Difpofition and Slualiiics — Seve- 
nty c.K'crctfed tozvai d^ him by the King — Pi m- 
cefs Royal. — Chatii6lei\ and EKpe6iaiio"s foimed 
of Frederic William. — Prince Henry of Pi ajfia , — ■ 
His Talents and Set vices. — Princcfs Amelia,-— 
Prince Ferdinand of Pruffia.. 

Berlin, Novtmler 2d, 1777. 

glGHTY years have not yet elapfed fmee 
the peiiod when this powerful Mo- 
narchy, which now occupies fo diftin- 
guifhed a lank among the States of Europe, 
was only a German Eledorate, whofe 
Soveieign was Duke of Pruffia. It would 
however be unjuft to attiibiite to the 
talents or even to the vidories of the pre- 
fent King exclufively, fo extraordinaiy 
and rapid an aggrandizement- The Pr^iffian 
greatnefs is the work -of four fucceffive 

Piincc? 
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Princes, ^vho, in the fjpacc of near a hundred 
and forty years, availing thcmfclvcs of a 
aanety of arcumftanccs, have elevated their 
houfe to Its aflual {late Frederic William, 
commonly denominated in hidory, “ the 
Great DcQor,” laid the foundations by his 
tvifdom, valor, and policy In the conrfe 
of near half a century, his able adralmflra- 
tion repaired the calamities of the preced- 
ing reign , emancipated the Duhedom of 
PnifTia from us feudal homage to the Crown 
and Repubhe of Poland , introduced arts, 
manufadurcs, and civihzatton among his 
fubjefls, and rendered the Elcflors of 
Brandenburgh the mod powerful Pnnees 
of the North, under the rani of croiined 
heads. When 1 confidcr thefe fafls, 1 am 
not furpnzed at llic eulogiums conferred 
on him by his prefent Majcfl), m his 
■wnungs, nor at the popular veneration 
sntli which Ills name and aflions arc al- 
ways mentioned in this country 

The \anity of the fon cominucd and 
embellillicd the fabticl, raifcd by the ta- 
lents of the father Odentation, rather 
R* than 
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than a wife and enlarged atnbidon, probably 
ftimulatedFiederic the Firft to exchange the 
electoral bonnet for a croyrn • but, it may be- 
juftly doubteci, whether the deepeft and rhoft 
fuccefsfiil policy could have contributed fo 
much to the elevation of his family* What- 
ever contempt has been thrown on his 
charader by the prefent King his grandfon, 
he has always appeared to me to have juftly 
challenged the gratitude of his pofterity. 
His perfonal deformity, his love of expen- 
five fliew, and his puerile attachment to 
favourites, are all expofed with feverity, in 
the “ Memoirs of the Houfe of Branden-^ 
burgh.” If, however, we confult other 
fources of infoimation, we fhall fee him 
depi£tured as magnificent, liberal, and 
humane. It is thus that Pollnitz has de- 
fcribed him ; and it is in thefe colors that 
I have heaid him mentioned by' perfons 
here, whofe fathers occupied diftinguifhed 
places in his Court. 

To Fredeiic the Firft fucceeded his fon, 
Frederic William, the moft harfti and un- 

voL. I. amiable 
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amiable of Princes, wliofc pnncipal felicity 
feemed to confitl m forming and difciplm- 
log a giant regiment of guardj, the -wonder 
of hiE oi\ n people, and the ridicule of foreign 
nations. Pariimonious in cicry other arti- 
cle of picafurc, and an encm) to cepcnce, 
he retained about him no trace of his 
father’s fpicndor Tcrnble in his anger, 
innc-eiblc m his prejudices, and inc'iorable 
in his refentment, he pumthed the tranf- 
grclGons of his children with une.\amplcd 
feventy His fucceffor, the prefent King, 
narrowly cfcapcd the fate of Don Carlos in 
Spain, and of the CzarowitzAlc'Cis m RulTia, 
fora fault which merited onl) rcprehcnfioti 
To the intcrpofition of the late Cmpcror 
Charles the Sixth, wliofc daughter he fincc 
dcCpoilcd of Silcfia, Fredenc was eminently 
indebted for his pardon and his life It 
mull be contcffld that over this iranfaflion, 
ns well as ostrmani oilier cenfurab'c patii 
of Frederic William’s condufl, he has 
throivn the veil ol filial piety and decorum, 
111 all his wtiungs , \ lute he avo vs tl c 
cbli^.atic'is 
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obligations due td his father’s economy, 
his policy, and his attention to piomote the 
profpeiiLy of his fubje£ts. 

The private felicity of his fon did not 
form equally an object of his endeavours, 
fince no fooner had he releafed the Prince 
Royal fiom a long and rigorous confine- 
ment in the Citadel of Cuftiin, than he was 
compelled by his father to contraT a mar- 
riage altogether contiaiy to his inclinations. 
Frederic William’s choice having fallen on 
the Princefs Elizabeth Chriftina of Brunf- 
wic Wolfenbuttle, the nuptials were fo- 
lemnized in June 1733; but his parental 
authority never could enforce their con- 
fiimmation. She remains, it is fuppofed, 
a maiden Queen. At the time of her 
union 'with his prefent Majefty, flie never- 
thelefs pofleffed perfonal charms of the 
moft captivating kind, which might well 
have awakened defire, if not excited attach- 
ment. She had not completed her eight-" 
eenth year, and to a very fine complexion, 
flie added a graceful and elegant figure. 
But, thefe attradiions had no influence over 

CL2 her 
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her hufband, a\ho manifcflccl for her an 
infurmountablc intlifitrencc, which he was 
at little pains to conceal. His difmclination 
towards the Pnneefs, seas augmented b) 
his contempt of her undcrftanding As 
the match had been on his part altogether 
insoluntary, doubts of its salidit) might 
base been darted not without fome rcafon. 
It was c\eii commonly ftippolcd that on 
hrcdcnc A\ illiam s death, and hu own 
acctirion to the throne, he would avail liim- 
Iclf ol the pretext of compulfioii , either 
b> difownmg her as his legal wife, or by 
procuring a disortc. 

Iredern. has not howtscr, mamfeded 
the flighted difpolmon to bteah the matri- 
monial fetters impofed on him b) the late 
King, nor (hewn any anMCts to tranlmit 
the Crown to a hinal fu.ccfTor Whether 
a fen'e of honor, rclpcfl to the memo-y of 
his prcdccelfor, or ether metises of a per 
loiial rututc, diflicuh and dcliiale to cv 
plain, mas lias c contributed mod to [ ro- 
diicc Ins acqmcfcencc, it is not cafy to faj 
\ itb cctnmti One of Ins fird ad', wat 
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to acknowJedge her publickly as Queen of 
Piuffia ; > but, fatisfied with that recogni- 
tion, he went no further. During four- 
aud-forty years which have fince elapfed, 
he has uniformly treated her with external 
refped:, civility, and coldnefs. ‘ In the 
beginning' of his reign, when they fie- 
quently appeared together on public occa- 
fions, the Queen, naturally timid, felt 
fo much overawed by the confcioufnefs 
of her omi inferiority of underftanding, 
added to her hufband’s negledf ; that if by 
accident he addreifed his difcourfe to 
her at table, fhe burft into tears, and 
was incapable of leply. This conduct:, 
far from exciting any emotion of concern 
or companion in his bofom, only aug- 
mented his ' diflike : a fentiment which 
deiived ftiength from the compaiifon 
between her and the two Queens her 
immediate predecefTors, who weie both 
very fupeiibr women. Sophia Charlotte, 
wife of Fiedeiic the Fiift, the friend and 
correfpondent of Leibnitz, cultivated letters 
and philofophy as the beft companions of 
^ CL3 the 
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the throne, and the gfcatell confolations 
of human life. The late Queen enjoted to 
the time of her death, when flic rras more 
than fevent), the aflciflionate attaclimcnt 
of her family and her fubjcQs Both n ere 
Trinceflc* of Hanover , one the filler, and 
the other the daughter of George the Firft, 
King of England. Frcdcnc has immor- 
tahzed the memory of the firft Queen of 
Fruflia, in hrs t\ ntings , and he found 
Icifure even in the midfl of his greatell 
public diflicultics, to pay the tribute of 
filial alTcflion to the virtues of the fccond 
She died only ten da)s after the memorable 
defeat at Cohn, in June lyty, leaving her 
fon and the I’ruffian Monarchy ufclf m 
the moll perilous enfis 

flic prefent Queen is little known lie- 
vond the limits of Berlin or the palace of 
Cliarlottcnburg, to which Ihc commonly 
repairs in funmer She has indeed the 
name and honors of roja'is , but, her life 
IS mclancluiK, uniform, and infipid Nor 
are her apj ointments ndetjuate to fnllain- 
lOj, the rquefentatton of a Sovereign, In a 

runner 
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manner bccomnvj: her (Inanity. However 

runited lier t.alcnt'^, (lie nicritr. fiotn her 

nmiablc quplitKs and Autiica, the atlarh- 

inciU which iinneindly j^aid to Iicr. 

Age and knowhdge i)!' the woild have in^ 

fenfibly corioclcd hci natuial timidity ; 

bur, with her hulband Ihc has fcaiccl) any 

except a nomind conecVion. Lcjuallv a 

flrangei to hii pains .md to Ins phn/iires, 

(lie fees liim only in hib occafiom'l vidts 

to the capital, in common w itb c\ cry oilier 

perfon nbom tlic Cornu 

It IS no Ids tine th.an incredible, that 

in the coiirfe of near li.alfa century, which 

# * 

has ciapfed fmcc Jici aniial here, Hie 
never has been either at Pot/dani or at 
Sans Souci.” 7 'lic moriification of fucli 
an cxclufion is augmented by the prclc- 
rcnccflicivn to all tlic otiici Piinecfics of 
the Royal Family, wdio liavc been repeat- 
edly there, at the King’s invitation. It is 
true, that fomc years ago, Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Biunfwic her brollicr licing ai- 
rived at Berlin, his Majcfly acquainted 

0^4 him 
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him by letter, that if he had a a\i(h to nfit 
Potxdam and “ Sans Souci,” orders were 
given to (hew him everything defen ing 
his attention Frederic, who was juft 
fettmg out for Silcfia, added, that “ the 
“ Queen, if ftic plcafed, might accompany 
“him" But, narm!) as (lie dcfircd to 
gratify her curiofitj , by the fight of a place 
fo inicrcfling, (he difdaincd to accept the 
pcrmiftlon “ If,” faid (he, “ his Majefty 
“ does not deign to invite me to his palace, 
“ when he is there m perfon, I xiill not 
“profit of his abfence to vifit it" In 
confcquencc of her adherence to this 
determination, her brother went there 
alone 

The late King Frederic William wa 
earned off by a dropfv, while ftill in the 
vigor of his age, leaving behind him a 
numerous family His fccond foil, Wil- 
liam Auguftus IS no more , but, it is in 
his line that the crown will probably be 
perpetuated He was the handfomeft 
Pnnee of the Royal Houfe, of agreeable 

manners, 
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manners, and of an amiable cliaradter; 
though in talents civil as well as military, 
and in ftrength of mind, he could neither 
be compared with the King, nor with his 
younger brother Idem y. His fathei feleded 
for him another Piincefs of the family of 
Brunfwic, Louifa Amelia, fifter to the 
Queen of Pruflia j but, he was not dlftin- 
guiflied either by his continence before, or 
by his fidelity to the nuptial bed, after mar- 
riage. Unlike Frederic, he manifefted a 
decided paffion for the pleafurcs of love ; 
and his gallantries with women of diftinc- 
tion, were no lefs public than they were 
numerous. Cut off by a premature death, 
in the midft of the great war that feemed to 
menace the deftrudion of the Pruflian Mo- 
narchy, the event of which he is faid to have 
deprecated ; he had not the fatisfadion to 
witnefs the triumphant manner in which 
it was terminated. He expired in difgrace, 
at the age of thirty-fix, fcarcely more than 
nineteen yeais ago ; and his end is juftly 
fuppofed to have been acceleiated, if not 

occafioned 
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occafioned by tbc poignancy of h is own 
feelings, to which he fell a fafcnficc 
After the memorable defeat which hts 
PmHian Majefty fuftaincd at Cohn, in 
June 1 7a 7, he was obliged to retire 
with precipitation towards the confines of 
Sawonj In this critical fituation, having 
hallily mfed tlic ficgc of I’raguc, he 
thought proper to divide his forces , en- 
trufting to Ins brother William Augullus 
a confidcrablc corps, whidi was polled in 
one of die northern eirclcs of Bohemia 
Frcdenc, vhofe ma-im has always been, 
that an arm) afling on the dcfcnfue in 
an cncin)'s country, melt away bv dc- 
fcrtion and by fichnefs, more rapidl) than 
b) thefword, enjoined hii brother to fparo 
no dforts, in order to impede the progrtfs 
of the Aullnans, who were advancing 
rapidl) into Lufatia In hts infirudioni 
he added, that it would he bitter at all 
events to lofc Ids fohlicrs in aiiicl.ing anil 
hanfiing Pann, than to fiilTcr them to 
moulder awa) In tettea mg b“‘c’c a vi - 

to lOJi 
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torious General, ^V’hether from want 'of 
military fkill, or , as other peifons here 
affert, from inferloiity in numbers, and in 
the quality of the troops under his com- 
mand; it is certain that the Prince did 
not execute the commiffion -given him, in 
a fatisfaftory manner. Daun having palfed 
him, entered Lufatia, and bombarded the 
town of Zittau. The King inftantly 
difmilTed William Auguftus from his fer- 
vice ; would liften to no explanations ; 
and when they met, he turned away fhis 
horfe’s head from the unfoitunate object 
of his refentment. On the Prince’s at- 
<- tempting to excufe and to juftify his con- 
du6:, “ Si je vous traitois comme voiis 
“ meritez,” anfwered Frederic, “ je vous 
‘‘Terois decapitei ; et j’enverrois votre tete 
“ a tous les Generaux de mon armee.” He 
was immediately ordered to retire ; and 
he died in June 1758, about a year after- 
wards, of tlie moll incurable of all ma- 
ladies, a , broken heart, in the prime of 
life.^ The King, engaged at that time in 

the 
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the arduou* cntcrpriEC of Olmutz, winch 
Jenunded all his attention, had fcarcclj 
Icifure, or perhaps dilpolition, to regret 
him He left one fon, namdd hredcnc 
'William, who is heir to the I’mlfian Mo- 
narcln , befidcs a daughter, tin. prefent 
rnneefs of Orange His widow ftill fur- 
wives, and rclTdcs at Berlin , but, (he is as 
Ifttlc di(bngui(hed bj rredcric’s iiotiec, as 
her filler the Queen Tlie) pafs their hits 
in ohfeunty, and ncitlitr the one nor the 
other will ever occtipV a cbnfpicnous place 
an the annals of the houfe of Brandenburgh 
Thofe 1 ho, from whatcier motive, d*- 
firous of change, cagerli anticipate a new 
Ttign , and mani of that dcfcnplion arc to 
he found here, contemplate with picafiirc 
the charaacr as well as quihlics of the 
Pnnee Roval of I’rulTia He is jufl thirl) - 
three years of age full fis- feet in hciph , 
and of a iigoroiis fninc in his carl) )nulh 
he was of a thin hihit, hrit 1 c now inermo 
to co-puicnc) Hi counicnaiicc, open, 
g-acieiis, and engaging, indicates moie 

Ici r(i- 
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beneficence of heart, than it exprefies fupe- 
riority of mind. His figuie, far exceeding 
the propoitions of oi dinary men, may be 
termed athletic, and almoft Herculean. If 
he were habited in the flcin of the Nemasan 
Lion, he would convey no inadequate idea 
of the fon of Jupiter and Alcmena. Foimed 
foi a camp, moie than a diawing-room, he 
has the frank and martial air of a foldier, 
rather than the poliflied manners of a 
Prince.' Of arobuft conftilution, and inured 
to hardfiiips, he has been, from his child- 
hood, little accuftomed to the luxury, 
which frequently in other countries fur- 
rounds peifons of royal birth. Bied in the 
fchool of Potzdam, under the fevere and 
continual infpedtion of the King his uncle, 
he has praftifed the moft implicit obedience. 
Early taught to defend the Crown, which 
is one day to defcend to him, he has 
palTed through all the fubordinate military 
ranks, up to that of Major-General in the 
Pruffian fervice, which he now holds. 
The difcipline to which every other officer 

is 
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13 fubjcQcd, fufiers no relaxation for the 
Heir Apparent He dares not abfent him- 
fclf from bis duty, or be reraifs in its 
difchargc, vnthout incurring the highcll 
refentment of his Sovereign, difpla) ed in 
the moll public manner Every morning, 
in winter, no Icfs than in furcmer, he is 
to be found on the parade, before the 
palace at Potrdam , nor can he e\cn leave 
that place, except by ftealth, to sifit Ber- 
lin, unlefs by exprefs pcrnulTion from the 
Kang Tew Princes, who arc probably 
dellincd to reign, have been treated m their 
youth snth fo much ngour 

If the heir to the Crown is by no means 
endowed with the abilities of Frederic, or 
of Pnnee Henry, his two uncles, he is, 
on the other hand, admiltcd to pofTcfs a 
fohd and cnhrgcd undcrllanding IIis 
mental qualities ire ccrtamlj neither bnU 
liant nor impofing j but, they arc far from 
bang inadequate to tin. arduous fi ualion 
which he 11 b) and by to rocupy In 
the King he has had conflantly b'forc hiS 
7 eves 
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eyes the greateft model of fiiccefsful am- 
bition which any age can pioducc. His 
mind has been improved, if not by the 
ftudy of polite letteis, at lead by an ac- 
quaintance with tadlics and the fciencc of 
war; noi is he deficient in more liberal 
blanches of knowledge and infoimation. 
He poflefics the ineftimablc advantage of 
having been initiated from his cradle, into 
the fyftein of the Piufiian adminiftration, 
finances, and policy. Having already at- 
tained to a ripe age, it is lefs piobable that he 
will be led into excefl'es of plcafiire or pro- 
fufion, whenever he fliall afeend the throne. 
Thefabnck of thePruffian greatnefs has been 
conftruded by a mafter-hand, which has 
long preferved it ; nor are the fariie talents 
requifite for maintaining, as for erecting 
the edifice. The pfefent King alone, per- 
haps, could have conquered and retained 
Silefia, or have acquired Polifh Pruffia: 
but, a much inferior Prince in energy or 
vigilance, may be able to keep pofieffion of 

them. 
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them, svhen tranfinuted to him in ptacefuf 
fucceffion 

Unfortunately the Heir Apparent has 
ne\ cr Iiecn aceeptable to, nor beloved by the 
King hit uncle, s\ho has always conceived 
and exprcITcd a mean opinion of his ne- 
phew’s abilities, Tliough he rcfidcs con- 
ftantly at Potidam, he is fcarcelj ever at 
“ Sana Souci ,’ and is rarely admitted to 
the royal table, unKfs when he accompanies 
hts Majedy to Brcfiaw, or into other parts 
of hts dominion* He has ncicr been 
ditlingiiilhed by that preference, edeem, 
and partialitj, which Ficdcnc inanifcds for 
his nephews of the famil) of Urunfwic , in 
particular for the Hereditary Prince, and 
his brother Pnnee I redenc, who base ca h 
apartments in “ S_n$ Scnci ” It is im 
podiblc not to difaf prose a conduit, which 
IS at once impolitic, iinjud, and fcscrc 
Tlic coldneft and ncgicil svitli whicli th- 
Prince Royal is treated, mud naluralls tend 
rather to deprefs and to irritate, tliaii to 

caah 
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exalt or ennoble his mind. It may et^en 
have inj 111 ions public ejBTefts at fome futuie 
period, and may Uy thd foundation of great 
national misfoi tunes. We muft, on the 
other hand, admit that hiftory furnilhes no 
models of Princes fo truly gieat, as thofe 
who have been educated in conftraint or in 
adverfity. It was the fchool of Elizabeth, 
of Henry the Fourth, and of I^iederic 
himfelf. 

In one inftance the prefent King has 
manifefted far more liberality of mind and 
indulgence towards his nephew, than he 
experienced himfelf from his own father. 
The Prince of Pruffia has beeri twice mar- 
ried ; butj neither in his firft rior fecond 
choice, does his Uncle _appear to have ex- 
■^rted any undue or tyrannical influence. 

' Perhaps the feveiily with which he was 
treated in that important tranfaQ;ion of his 
own life, may have induced him to leave his 
nephew more at liberty. He was mairied 
in July 'I ^65, to Elizabeth, Prmcefs of 
Brunfwic Wolfenbuttle, from whom he _ 

VOL. I. R was 
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vas dn orccd about three years aftcnvatds 
Mouses of (late rendering it nccclTirj for 
him to contnQ another alliance, aJ he had 
no male ilTue b) his fird wife, he remained 
for (bmc time undecided m lus yKfer- 
ence The German Empire vritli its nu- 
merous PrincclTcs offered a sanely of candi- 
dates, svhosvcrc fueceffivelj named as libel) 
to fill the sacant place in the Ro)al Famd) 

I am affured that he manifcded an inclina- 
tion for the prefent Landgravine of HclTc 
Calfel, daughter of the Margrave of Dran- 
denbutgh Schrvedt, one of the mod beauti- 
ful women in German) She is faid, boss- 
es cr, to has c refufed or declined the honour 
intended her It is certain that he might 
have rccciscd the hand of hii coufin Sophn 
Albcruna, fiflcr of the prefent Kmg of 
Ss-eden , but, from mouses ssbicli 1 do not 
pretend to gucf, he s-a\ asetfe to the 
match At length the rtiiiccfs 1 rcderica 
Lo iifa of Ilclf- Darindadt s-as fclcQed, 
and the nup lals s ere celebrated in Jiilj 
tyG^ She i an anuahlc, virtuou'. and 
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pleafing woman, polTcfTing indeed neither 
the perfonal attia£lions, nor the graces of 
her prcdecclfoi, Elizabeth of Bjunfwic; 
but exempt fiom her cnors and defeats. 
She is of a middle fizc, her countenance 
agreeable tliough not handfome, her man- 
ncis eafy and engaging, licr charadlci 
cftimabic, and formed to excite nnivcrfal 
refpefl:. 

* 

Notnithflanding thefe claims to atten- 
tion j {lie docs not enjoy the good fortune 
of being acceptable to the King, wlio has 
more than once mortified her in a public 
manner ; and who flicws lier none of the 
flattering marks of preference and diflinc- 
tion, with which he was accuftomed to 
honour the firfl; Princefs of Pruflia. She 
refides conftantly at Potzdam, rarely per- 
mitted to revifit Berlin, and in a fort of 
melancholy rctiiemcnt. Ker attendants 
are few, her cftablifliment fcanty, and 
deftitute of fplendoi. Thofe who have con- 
ffant accefs to her, affurc me, that though 
not diftinguifhed by extraordinary endow- 

R 2 ments 
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mcnts of mmd, her undcrftanding w folid, 
and her con\crCitton liighl) picafing She 
lias alrcads fulfilled the great objcQ of her 
marriage, hj- giMog Uvo heirs to the mo- 
narclu , her cldeif fon hrcdcnc illiam, 
hating been bom m Augud 1770 If flic 
has not eaptivatcd the alTcflionr, or fccured 
the conflanc) of her hulhand, (lie pofTcfTcj 
at lead his edeem, and receitcs fiom him 
evtrp proof of rcfpcfl 

Like his father William Augudus, he 
does not pique liimlclf on obfcrsing liis 
nuptial fidclit), or esen on concealing liis 
incgulanties hredene, fee ere on the pa 
rade, but, cxtrcniel) relaxed on ceer) point 
of moral or conjugal diUT, fees eeith in- 
ditTcrcnce the Prince < mfidclitj to the 
matnage lied His prefent favourite is 
Madeiiimfcllc Lnkel, sehom he arkuoev 
ledgcl as his millrcls, ar 1 bs sehom he 
ha fcecral cliildrca I have feen her fre- 
qicntt), as (lie has her box at the rrencfi 
Co iieJj 1 ike Msdaiiiv. lie Pompadour 
and MaJ-rae dii Bartc, eeho fu ccdle Ir 

j oeerneJ 
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governed France, her origin is not illuf- 
trious ; but Natuie has been lavifh to her 
in charms. They are, however, by no 
means fufficiently powerful to retain the 
exclufive pofleffion of her lover. The 
Prince frequently comes to Berlin to vifit 
her incognito, without the King his uncle’s 
knowledge ; as Ihe'dares not, on any con- 
fideration, be feen at Potzdam. When on 
thcfe feeiet expeditions, he always returns 
either during the night, or'eaily on the 
enfuing morning. 

The real chaiadfer of the Prince of 
Pruffia is probably as yet much concealed, 
and time alone can unfold it to the world. 
The fuperior genius of the King, the ef- 
trangement which fublifts betw^een them, 
and the degiee'of tyranny wdiich is exercifed 
by Frederic over his nephew, compel him to 
remain iri the (hade. Whenever he afcends 
the throne, Furope, as well as his fubjedfs, 
will pel haps be aftomflied at the difplay of 
talents and qualities, which at piefent he 

^ 3 is 
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IS not fufptftcd to poirefs. Many leading 
poinu of Ills dilpofition and temper arc, 
liovrcTcr, alrcad) v.cU afetrtamed In his 
manners, he is affable, eommunicativc, and 
plcafam in fociety, eonvivial, cheerful, 
and agreeable, without unbceoming fami- 
liarity He IS liberal to the greated de- 
gree , and he has manifeOed a warmth of 
adlicrenec or attachment towards all who 
have fuffered for his fahe, which does 
honor to the goodnefs of his heart. Various 
perfons, whom he has been fuppofcJ to 
diflinguifh by hts notice orfncndniip, have 
on that account incnncd the loyal difplca- 
fure, and base even been fent into didant 
parts of the I'nidian dominions TIic Prince, 
from Ins nariow appointmcntJ, e\lcnd< to 
tbem pecuniar) relief Nolhing is mo e 
iinqiitflionablc than hi pcrfonil enurape, 
and he i* neither deficient in amWticn, nor 
inloieof plor) Tliofe who know him 
bcfl, InscalhiaJ "le tlial he will tread in 
tl c fleps cf his J tedeceffor, and will have 

ro 
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no ohje£t neaicr his heart, than to maintain 
and to augment the fplciidor of the Piuflian 
Monarciiy. They aflfert, that he ^vill re- 
nounce pleafurc and diffipation, for the cares 
of hate, and the duties of- a foveieign; 
but,futuiity alone can piovc tlic truth 01 the 
fallacy of thefe piematuic piedi£lions. 

It is ccitain, that notuithRanding the 
gloiy of the piefcnt Monaich, and the na- 
tuial effed of fo difinguinied a charaftcr, 
in exciting the national vanity of his fub- 
jeds ; yet, no inconfiderable pait of them 
look foiwaid, with anxiety and impatience, 
to the period of his life. Independently 
of the love of novelty and cliange inherent 
in the nature of man, the PiuITians have 
reafons peculiai to themfelves for defiring a 
new mailer. Frederic, declining in years 
and in health, fevere, economical, vigilant, 
and difficult to deceive, may excite refped, 
but awakens no fentiment of affcdion. 
Averfe to pleafuic, gallantry, or expence, he 
is neither furrounded by courtiers, nor ac- 
ceffible to flattery. The Prince, on the con- 

R 4 trary, 
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trarj , from natural ilifpofiuon, is fufccptible, 
amorous, liberal, and fond of fociclj- In 
liim Ills fubjefis anticipate a more indulgent 
mailer, Icfs clct’ated and impofing, but, one 
avhom thej ma> lose as v.cll as admire. 
The Court, if that appellation can u ith pro- 
pnets be giten to the folitary Tctircmcnt 
pf Potzdam and “ Sans Souci,” xtill pro- 
hablp be transferred, in a greater or UlTer 
degree, to Ucrltn , and the metropolis, 
now deferted hr the Sovereign, will then 
rtfume its gaiety Such arc the c^pefla- 
lions formed of the Ilcir Apparent, and 
fueli the plcafing anticipations of future 
fclicit) under Ins reign ' 

It IS natural that I fliould fay a feu wordi 
rclatiac to Prince Henn of Prudia, a per- 
fon fcarcely hf dirtinguidied bj his great 
endowments, than hit elder brother the 
King He IS at thia time near fifis ts\o 
jet's of age, plain in hi> perfon, and 
dcflituic of anj cMC'nal graces of liyute 
K'aturall) filcm, cold, and diHaut m hi> 
riinncrs, 1 1 can neaenhcltf, s hen cvca 

fin 



COURT OF BERLIN) etC. ^49 

ilon demands, flialvc off his habitual re^- 
ferve, and become affable, communicative, 
and ingratiating. To fuperioi abilities, he 
joins uncommon cultivation of mind ; and 
like Frederic, he is no lefs a general than a 
ftatefman. Dining the whole courfe of 
the latcw’ar, the King always committed to 
his charge the moft arduous undertakings, 
in which confummate prudence or militaiy 
fkill weie required. With inferior and ill- 
difciplined troops, he not only fuflamed, 
but repelled more than once, the Auftrian 
and Saxon attacks. At the battle of Piap-ue* 

O ' 

he difplayed the greateft intrepidity. At 
that of Freyberg, he mamfehed talents for 
war, which rank him among the fiifl; com- 
manders of the age. To the fupeiiority 
of his view^s and difpofitions, was piinci- 
pally due the vidiory which he there ob- 
tained, and of which I have already fpoken 
elfewhere. His military talents are faid to 
be the leverfe of the King’s. Fiederic, 
enterpiizing in his temper, is formed for 
bold and offenfive meafures. Prince 

Henry, 
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Henry, more cwiUQii<i is calculated for 
defenfire -war 

It IS not only in the field that hit abihlicj 
have been aflrvely and bencfiaallv em- 
ployed, for the fupport of the rruflian 
Cronn and Monarchy he lias furmoumed 
obllaclcs in the cabinet equally difficult To 
him the King committed the tvo delicate 
negociaaons with Catliannc the Second, 
■which changed the face of Europe, ea ent- 
uallj produced the partition of Poland, and 
cemented on lading grounds, the fnenddiip 
between the Courts of Pctcrdiurgh and 
Berlin In the two vifits which he made 
to the Lmprefs for tliat purpofe, when he 
aided at once as mintfier of date and as 
ambadador, he more than anfwcrcd every 
capcflation, and cireidcd all the leading 
points intruded to his tare Such an union 
of talents IS aimed unccamplcd m two 
Princes fo ncarlj nihed. Tlicrc are not 
Wanting pctlnns hr*c, whn edeetn him (u- 
{■cue" m cayact \ to lb- King; hat tic 

(Vvj I n 
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eievatton of a throne is more calculated for 
its difplay, than ^ private ftation. 

In many paiticulars of their life and ^if- 
pohtiOn, even in their very dcfeds, the hml- 
- iarity between the two brothers is ftriking. 
Like Frederic, Prince Henry is deftitute of 
male or female iflue. Like him too,, the 
Prince is not of an amorous complexion, 
nor happy in his domeftic connexions. 
Both pafs a great portion of their lives in 
retreat, little feen except by the perfons 
who compofe their houfehold, and confti- 
tute their ordinary fociety. The Prince 
was married in 1752, to Wilhelmina, 
.daughter of 'Maximilian, Landgrave of 
Heffe Caffel ; but they neither eat, Ipeak, 
meet, nor cohabit together. She is, never- 
thelefs, not only an amiable and pleafing 
woman, but poffelfed of a fuperior under- 
ftanding.' It certainly is not in the Royal 
Family of Pruffia, that examples of conjugal 
- union or felicity can at prefent be ealily 
found. Such is the alienation which fub- 
hfts between Prince Henry and his wife, 
7 that 
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tliat he lias aluays, -when at Berlin, a fcpi' 
rate table , but, he rcfides dunng Uic far 
greater part of tlie jear, at his palace of 
Rheinfberg, near the borders of the Dutch) 
of Mcckicnbcrg Strelitr. It is thcR that 
he IS to be feen and (ludicd, not in the 
capital, where he rarcl) remain' more than 
three months, from Januar) till April 
Tliough little confultcd or employed by 
rrcdcnc at prefent, no one doubts that if 
circumflanccs of danger or difhcultv fliould 
nrifc, Ins abilities would apin be called 
into afliec exertion 

Of tile King’s four fillets, onl) one, 
tlic Princefj Amelia, )ouiigcfi of Frederic 
Wiliam’s numerous family, lias remained 
unmamed Slic occupies a fplcndid palace 
in one of the bed (Irccts of the metropolis , 
andlrcdcnc, who regards her with great 
alTcfllon, ufiiall) brealfalls wnli her when- 
eser he oecjfionally vifits IKrlin Having 
been eleacd Abbefs of Qucillml'ourr In 
lyji, the income atifing from dial ee-tc- 
fiaflicat p c*" rment enables her to naintalia 
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an cftablifliment fuitable to her birth. Her* 
'endowments of mind are faid to be extra- 
ct dinaiy ; blit her health and conllitution. 
are altogether bioken by difeafe, though 
fire is fcarcely lifty-foiu years of age. 
Such aic hei infirmities, that fiie has eil- 
tiiely loft an eye, and the ufe of one arm ; 
in confequence of which fire Is feldom fceii 
in public, and never appeals at Coiiit. 

With Prince Ferdinand of Piufiia, iafi 
of ‘the Royal line, I fliall conclude this 
letter. Although he may not have the 
fame peifonal claims to immoitality with 
his two elder brotlieis, m peifonal cou^- 
rage he may juftly emulate them. Du- 
ring the late war he ferved in the Prufiian 
forces, add he has the rank of General. 
It is not, however, to him that Fredeiic 
will probably ever intruft, m a moment of 
danger, the material interefls of the family 
of Brandenburgh. Piince Ferdinand has 
two fons by his prefent wife ; fo that, not- 
wdthftanding the fherility of the Queen and 
of the Princefs Henry, the Crown, we may 

reafon- 
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reafonably conjeaure, -will not want malej 
to inhent it m our time. Thofe who 
believe that gemus is tniijfmitted by defeent, 
will perhaps regret that neither the King 
nor Prince Henry are likely to leave behind 
them any poftenty But, however greatly 
their abiUnes may have conduced to elevate 
the Pruffian Monarchy to its prefent ftate, 
we may fccurely confide its future preferva- 
tion, to the valour, judgment, and probity 
of Its collateral heirs. 
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LETTER VIL 

Poizdam . — “ Sans SouaP — The new Palace , — > 
Refiedtions on PotzdajHy and on the genius of the 
Prujftan government, 

X.EIPSIC, Novemher 

the fifth of this month I left Berlin, 
after a flay of about feven weeks, and 
arrived .at Potzdam the fame evening. It 
is difficult to injagine a more fterile trad: of 
Country, than that which fepaiates the two 
cities. The whole is an expanfe of fand, 
exhibiting fcarcely any marks of cultiva- 
tion, thinly peopled, dreary, and refembling 
a wildernefs, rather than the vicinity of a 
gieat metropolis. Groves of melancholy 
fir diverfi^, without enlivening the pro- 
Iped and few marks of agriculture or of 
opulence are feen. This appearance is, no 
doubt, to be chiefly attributed to the un- 
grateful natuie of the foil j but fomething 

muft, 
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muft, in my judgment, be allowed for the 
gemus of the government, which is more 
direQed to political aggrandizement, than 
to the felicity of the people 

If Berhn is the capital of the PrutTian 
Monarchy, Potzdam may be properly 
efteemed the ordinary refidence of the Sove- 
reign, fince the death of Fredenc the Firft, 
more than fixty years ago llie late King, 
his fon, preferred it to the metropolis , and 
the prefent King palles there the far greater 
part of the year Every fquare and every 
ftreet difplay the charaQenftic marls of his 
genius. I cottCder it more m the light of 
a military ftation, or as the head quarters 
of an army in cantonment, tlian as a city 
in the common acceptation of the term 
Like Berhn, it is regular, modem, and 
condradted with fjmmetry Some of the 
gates are of Athenian talle and elegance, 
exhibiting models of architcQure in various 
forms The Royal Palace is a pnncely 
edifice. 111 front of which extends tlie 
parade, where Prcdetic, uidefs prevented 

by 
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by itidifpofition, as every morning to be 
found, reviewing his guards. I faw him gal- 
lop along the line, and give the woid of 
command in perfon, with all the fire and 
animation of a young man. Yet he is now 
moie than fixty-five years of age ; a period 
of life, long before which the great Conde, 
as well as Marlborough, ceafed to appear 
in the field ; and after which, fcarcely any 
of the moft illuftrious Generals of the lafi: 
or prefent century, have ventured to afiume 
tlie command of armies. If Prince Eu- 
gene and Marfhal Villars form exceptions 
.to the lemark, it muft be admitted that 
they did not add to their laurels, by their - 
concluding campaigns. The King of 
Pruffia, notwithftanding his bodily in- 
firmities, preferves the frefhnefs, and even 
much of the activity of his youth. In cafe 
of a rupture with Auftiia or Rufiia, no 
man doubts that he would lead his troops 
in perfon againft the enemy. He -may 
perhaps be lefs enterprizing than formerly ; 
but neither the energy nor vigor of his 
- VOL. I. . s faculties 
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faculties fecm to have fuffercd any dimi- 
nution 

Many caufes, phyfical as well as moral, 
conduce to render Potzdam gloomy and 
cheerlefs The pofition is m itfcif de(h- 
tute of natural gaiety or beauty A fandy, 
barren foil, on rybich only the lir loves to 
run up or to thrive, is an inherent and 
irremediable defcG It is cveh adverfe to 
the genius of architeGurc for fo loofe is 
the ground, tint it appears to be incapable 
of long fuftaining the incumbent weight i 
of any very large or heavy ftruflure a 
deformity \ifible in various parts of the 
aty, where tlie buildings hare funL at the 
foundation Yet I do not recollcQ to have 
heard that at Palmyra, which (lands in the 
midft ot the fands of Arabia, any of the 
temples or monuments, though of remote 
antiquity, lean from the perpendicular, or 
have fulfered from the fame caufe Is it 
that fredcnc, though he loves to build, 
Confuhs pnncipallv his own gratification, 
or vanit j , rcgardlcls of pollcnty J It cer 



GOtTRT OF BERLIN, CtC. 2^9 

taialy was not thus, that Pericles embel- 
lifhed Athens ; or that Agrippa and Adrian 
conftru(3:ed the edifices intended to tranf- 
mit their memories to diftant times. Yet 
in tafte and the protection of all the fine arts, 
no lefs than in military fame, the King has 
ever been emulous to rival the g'reateft: 
names of Greece or Rome. 

Scarcely above a quaiter of a mile from 
Potzdam, on a pleafmg eminence, com- 
manding a view of the city, the river 
Havel', and the adjacent country, ftands 
the little palace of “ Sans Souci.” In 
celebrity, though not in magnitude or 
fplendor, it may vie with Verfailles, with 
tfie Efcurial, or the Vatican, the moft ex- 
penfive fabiics of modern vanity and gran- 
deui. The building is far from magnifi- 
cent, confifting only of a long range of 
apartments on the grpund, conftruCted by 
Frederic, not long after his acceflion_to the 
Crown. It was there, in the early part of 
the prefent reign, that Voltaire, Mauper- 
tuis, Bielfield, Algarotti, Manftein, D’Ar- 

s 2 gens, 
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gens, Koemng, and fo many other estraor 
dmary men, were accuftomed ftequenti' 
to hold their meetings, and to difcnfs th 
moft interelbng queftions of faence or o 
philofophy, m company with the King 
That penod of time terminated with th 
memorable war which began in i yyd, whei 
cccupanons of a more urgent and impc 
nous nature broke up their fociety Dur 
ing near leven years hi neither beheld hi 
capital, nor “ Sans Souei,” which were botl 
more than once in polTeffion of the Auf 
tnons or the Ruffians. They ncverthclef 
fpared, and protedled it from outrage. 
Except Voltaire, Frederic is now the fob 
furviiorof that great knot, and here ht 
palTcs in a retirement, partly Epicurean, 
partly philofopluc, the whole of tht 
Summer and Autumn, when he is not 
abfi-nt at the renews in Silefia, or on the 
Virtiiia At ‘ Sans Souci,” he affefls to 
dll eft liimfclf of the cares and fatigues 
attached to Royalty , to unbend his mind 
from State affairs, and to live for foaet) , 
fncndlliip, 
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irlendfliip, and knowledge. No vifitor of 
whatever rank intrudes, unafked, on the 

privacy of his retreat •; but the "Hereditaiy 

\ 

Prince of Brunfwic, as well as his brother 
Prince Frederic, each, have apartments in 
the palace; and when there, they con- 
ftantly dine at the royal table. ‘ 

The central chamber of “ Sans Souci,” 
which is the eating room, is fmall, but beau- 
tiful ; the figure oval ; and archltedfure, 
as well as fculpture, have united towards 
its decoration. Italy and Egypt furnilhed 
the marble with which the flooi is inlaid ; 
and the Coiinthian pillais that fupport the 
roof, were dug out of the quarries of 
Cariara. Two ftatues of exquifite work- 
manfhip, hand in niches on either fide 
the door ; and in all the furniture, no lefs 
than in the ornaments, are difplayed luxury 
and tafte. In order to render it habitable, 
a warmer and more genial climate is re- 
quifite. On the fhore of Baise or of Sor- 
rento, fuch a retreat would be fupremely 
delightful ; but here, during ten months of 

s 3 the 
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the year, rve fliiver while we admire. In 
furamer the King conftantly dmes there, 
and adjoinmg it are three chambera, one 
within the other, peculiarly appropriated 
to hi8 own ufe. 

The firft, which is a drawing-room of 
very moderate dinieofionE, but elegant and 
adorned with a few paintings , unlike the 
generality of German rooms, has a chim- 
ney Frederic, who prefers comfort to 
grandeur, has difcovered that nothing can 
compenfate for the cheerful and vnifying 
influence of a fire. The body may indeed 
be completely warmed by the equal dil- 
fufion of heat from a ftove , but the mind, 
the temper, and the fancy, receive amma- 
tion as well as heat, from the fight of a 
blazing hearth The King is too well read 
in Horace and m Tibullus, not to feel 
how claflical a M armth is bellow ed by the 
“ hgna fuper foco ’ It is one of the many 
proofs that might be adduced, how fu- 
penor he is, in little, as well as in greater 
things, to the generality of Gennan 

Princes, 
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Princes, who never fee a fire, and are 
fatisfied with feeh7tg its operation. Near 
the chimney was placed a fofa, very dirty, 
and much worn by the King’s boots. 
Here he writes, reads, compofes, and dis- 
patches bufinefs. . 

Next to it is the mufic-room ; an amufe- 
ment of which Frederic, at every period 
of his life, has been fond. The flute was, 
for a long time, his favoiite inftrument; 
but he has, not without reludance, been 
obliged to renounce this elegant gr^atifica- 
tion, on account of the weaknefs of his 
lungs ; and he now performs 'on the harp- 
lichord. A very fine one flood in the 
apartment; and on a large marble table, 
tumbled together in confufion, lay Sonatas, 
petrefadfions, and a variety of curiofities, 
mineral, metallic, and lifeiary. Only one 
painting found places a portrait of the Em- 
peror Jofeph the Second, lately fent from 
Vienna. , He doubtlefs retains it there, as 
William the Third would have preferved 
that of Louis the Fourteenth, or as Alexan- 

S 4 , der 
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der would have done that of Danus. To 
the Court of Vienna, Fredcnc looks with 
natural and unceafing folicitude. He is 
neither lulled into lecunty by treaties, nor 
deceived by proteftations Confaous that 
the Aulbian Cabinet will feize the firft 
occaCon of regaining Silefia, and of hum- 
bling the fairuly of Brandcnburgh, he keeps 
his antagonill conllnntly before his eyes. 

In the third and innertnoft chamber, his 
Majefty fleeps but, on firft entering it, 
the precife place is not eafily difcoverable r 
a large recefs, gdded and defigned for a 
bed of ftatc, remaining unoccupied Be- 
hind a fcrccn, m one comer of the room, 
on a little camp bed, or ratlier couch, 
fcarcely three feet wide, he conftantly 
repofes The whole furniture, as well as 
the fcrccn itfelf, arc of pale blue farm, 
and at the foot is an alarum clock. Ac- 
cuftomed to a military life, and mured to 
hardlhips, he prefers this bed to one of 
a larger fize In the gardens, almoft clofc 
to the palace, is the gallery of paintings 

that 
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tliat he has con{lru£ted : the walls, as well 
as the floor of which, are entirely in- 
crufled with marble. Though the col- 
lection can neither compaie in magnitude, 
ivith that of Drefdcn, or of Dufieldorf, it 
contains many valuable pieces, Italian and 
Flemifli, He ufually paffes an hour or more 
there almofl: every day, when not pre- 
vented by more important occupations. 
Vanderweiif and Rubens arc his favorite 
mailers 

I diove about a mile through the gar- 

* 

dens of “ Sans Souci,” to the new palace; 
a magnificent ftruCture ereCled by the King 
fince the conclufion of the peace of Hu- 
bertfburg in 1763, and only finiflied a 
few years ago. The front is grand, and 
the Ilyle noble, but capricious and Angular; 
differing in fome points from the com- 
monly eftabhfhed rules of architecture. 
After contemplating its vaft extent, its 
fuperb furniture, its numerous apartments, 
capable of lodging the whole Royal Family, 
together with their attendants; we only 

lament 
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lament that it ftands in a fandy plain, 
deftitatc of chccrfulnefs or beauty It is 
indeed, difficult to affign a reafon tvhy a 
Pnnee fo economical, and fo much an 
enemy to ufelefs pomp, fhould conftruQ a 
fecond Verfailles among the fands of Bran- 
denburgh Was it not done, in order to 
convince all Europe, that the long, ruinous- 
and expenfive war which he fudained, has 
neither impovenlhed him, nor exhaufted 
his finances? Except during the Great 
Duke of Ruffia’s vifit to him laft year, he 
has fcarcely ever lodged in it a fingle night, 
and perhaps he will never inhabit it more. 
Content with having reared fo fuperb an 
edifice, he leaves it to be occupied by hii 
fuccclTors 

Notwithfianding thefe palaces and gar- 
dens, adorned by art, whofe efiefl; is cn- 
creafed by the external beauty and regu- 
larity of Potzdam, the mind wants fome- 
thing on which to repofe After the firft 
emotions of cunofitj and admiration have 
fubfided, we look round for comfort, plenty, 

and 



COURT OP nCRLIN, GtC. 26/ 

and felicity. But,*banifhed by the hand of 
military feverity, they aie not any where 
to be found. No feftive peafants are fcen 
along the fidcs of the melancholy Havel, 
employed in the occupations or rcci cations 
of a country life It feems to me that Homer 
might have written his “ Iliad,” or Voltaire 
his “ Henriade,” at Potzdam : but, Virgil 
could never have compofed his “ Georgies,” 
nor Theocritus, his “ Idylliums,” under 
the lliade of Frederic’s laurels. No rural or 
paftoial images prcfentthemfelves to theima- 
gination. Guards and Hulfars conftitute 
„ half the inhabitants ; and even they feein 
rather detained by force, than refident 
from inclination, loyalty, or adherence. 
While I remained there, I thought per- 
petually of what Cicero faid to Marcellus ; 
“ Wherever you are, recolledl that you arc 
“ equally within the power of the con- 
‘‘ queror.” The Pruflian Monarchy itfelf 
fometimes reminds me of a vaft prifon," 
in the gloomy centre of which appears 
the great keeper, occupied in the care of 

I his 



a68 


UIUOIRS OF THE 


hi! capbves. The air, which I am now 
breathing, feetns hghter than m Branden- 
burgh, the human face more cheerful, the 
animal man more happy, and the afpefl 
of nature itfclf more grateful I quitted 
the domiruona of Frederic, penetrated with 
admiration of his talents, his viflones, 
and his achievement! but, with fcnti- 
ment! fuch as we experience on leaving a 
magntficent caftle, furrounded with moats 
and battlements, wh«e emblems of re- 
flraint continually force themfelves on 
the eye, or the imagination. After my 
depanure from PotTidam, I reached the 
Saxon frontiers in a few hours, for the 
diftance is very inconfiderahlc. Not only 
the foil becomes fertile, but the cultivation 
IS better, and an air of plenty, mixed 
with content, is vifibic in every counte- 
nance, on entering the temtones of Sax- 
ony It is impo/Iible to exprefs how 
plcafing 1! the clTca of this cliange, on 
the mind. 
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( 

T T is difficylt to imagine a greater tran~ 
fition, than fiom the Prulhan, to the 
Saxon dominions ; or a contraft more 
ftriking, than is prefented by Berlin and 
Drefden. I am charmed with this city; 
with its en’dions, with its fociety, and 
with Its general afped:. The fandy plains 
of Brandenbiugh are here exchanged for 
a lich, finely undulated, and populous 
country, covered with marks of opu- 
lence, induftry, and freedom. Inftead of 

the 
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the melancholy and deferted magmfiecnce 
of Berlin, rre find a fmaller capital, Id’s 
regular in its conftruQion , but cheerful, 
elegant, and m a fitualion the mod pic- 
turefque. It retains indeed, in many 
parts, the frightful vcfiiges of bombard- 
ments, conflagrations, and ravages, prin- 
cipally infliQed hf Fredenc, during the 
coiirfe of the late war Never, perhaps, 
was any fituation, politically confidclcd, 
more unfortunate All the local or 
phyfical advantages which the Saaon ca- 
pital enjoys, are dearly purchaf-d by its 
expofed pofition Placed between two 
great nsal powers, who are perpetually 
contending for fuperionty, the Deflor is 
under a nccclTuy on c'cry rupture, of 
joining one or the other If, as in the late 
■war, he allies with Aullna, hia dominions, 
nay his capital and his palaces, are occu- 
pied, burnt, and demolilhcd by the Pruf- 
Cana. Auguflus the Third, King of 
Poland, grandfather to the prefent Eleflor, 
expenenced this truth in its full extent. 

Dnicn 



COURT OF BERLIN, CtC. 27 1 

Dliven from Drcfdcn, he paflTcd moft of the 
concluding years of his leign, in a fort of 
inglorious exile from his paternal domini- 
ons, at Warfaw, among his cledive fubjeds, 
the Poles. Does he take part againft the 
Court of Vienna ? He is, if pofhble, ex- 
pofed to greater calamities. The Bohe- 
mian frontiers are fcarcely four leagues 
diftant ; and a body of Cioats, or Pan- 
douis, fecrctly detached by the enemy, 
may carry off the Eledor himfelf, if he 
venture to take the diverfion of hunting 
at Moritzburg, or at Pilnitz, two of his 
palaces in the vicinity of Drefden. 

Yet, under all thefe difadvantages, in 
the fliort time which has elapfed fince the 
conclufion of the late peace, fuch are the 
Inherent fuperioiities of the foil of Saxony, 
fuch the induftry of its inhabitants, and 
fuch the wifdom, economy, and benignity 
of the prefent Government, that, except 
in Drefden itfelf, I fee few marks of mif- 
fortune. Fredeiic’s Generals, from necef- 
fity more 'than inclination, were reduced 
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to bum the fuburbs in 1758 , but he dt- 
refled hi» bombs againft the finefl public 
edifices, dunng the ficgc m 1760 Ani- 
mated by pcrfonal rcfentcnent towards 
Count Biuhl, firft mimfter and favonte of 
Auguftus the Third, to whofe influence 
and counfels he nttnbuted the hofhlc pan 
tal cn by hia mailer , the King defeended 
to manifeft his indignation againft that 
nobleman, m a manner unworthy of fo 
great a Prince. He not only deftroyed 
Count Bruhl s palaces , but even caufed, 
It IS faid, the pavilions and ftatucs in his 
gardens, to be mutilated or defaced a 
ftate in whicli many of them ftill remain 
at this hour Such a revenge, if true, 
rcfcmblcs more the roipotcnt fury of Cam- 
byfes, or of Caracalla, than the dignified 
refentment which Ihould charaflenze a 
Sovereign, by 'whom the arts have been 
always chenihed. His enemies by no 
means rcialiaicd with equal feventy on 
Berlin, or on Potzdam, of both which, 
or a fhort time, they were repeatedly 

raafteri , 
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mafters ; and which, though they plun- 
dered and ranfomed, th^y neither defaced, 
nor demolilhed. During the winter of 
1756, when Frederic occupied Drefden, 
he was accuftomed to pafs much of his lei- 
fure in the celebrated gallery of paintings 
conftrudted by Auguftus the Third. It is 
■by far the fineft collection of that nature, 
in the north of Europe, and does honor 
to the tafte as well as magnificence, of the 
late King of Poland.' I confefs however, 
that I am lefs firuck with the “ Notte’’ of 
Corregio, oppofite to which Frederic ufed 
to caufe his chair to be placed, than with 
' many other pieces in the gallery. 

Of the Saxon Court, though I have beer^ 
prefented to the EleCtor, I am incompe- 
tent to fpeak with information, from fo 
Ihort a refidence. A glance fuffices, ne- 
verthelefs, to fhew that it fcarcely retains 
any traces of the fplendcff, which cha- 
racterized it under the reigns of Auguftus 
the Second and Third. Thofe Princes, 

I 

in addition to their hereditary poflefljOhs, 
were by election Kings of P<^land ; and 
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Drefdep, from the beginning of thf prcfcnt 
century, down to the year 1756, might vie 
with Pana itfelf m the arts of luxury But, 
the accumulated calamitieg of lyar, under 
which Saxony groaned during more than 
Itx years, nearly exUnguilhed induftry, and 
impovenflied every clafs of the people. 
The reigning Eleftor, economical, laborious, 
and neither attached to pleafure, nor to 
cxhibrnona of pomp, wifely repretfes every 
tepdency to expence. Occupied mcnton- 
oufly in recovering his dommions from the 
ravages of Fredenc, no lefs than from the 
pffeff of the profpfion of hu prcdeccflbrs , 
he gives no pan of hiS revenues to mif- 
trefles, to dancers, to artilU, or to pubhc 
performers m any line. 

When I recollcft the dcfcnptions left us 
of Drtfden under Augullus the Second, 
by Tady Wortlcy Montagu, by Pollmtz, 
and by many otlier writers , 1 am tempted 
to thinh tliat I read of fome other place. 
Encampments, Ihevis, and diicrfions, per- 
jiCtually fuccccding, to which drangen 
earerly crowded from all tlie Ungdoms of 

Europe, 
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Europe, rendered dt at once the moft amiif^ 
ing and fplendid Court in Germany. That 
Prince, whofe bodily ftrength equalled all 
that fable attributes to Ajax or to Thefeus, 
was formed to excel in manly exercifes of 
every kind. Pleafure, varied in a thoufand 
forms, feemed to conftitute the only occu- 

V 

pation of his reign. Banquets, or rather 
Bacchanalian Orgies, fuch as the Regent 
Duke of ^Orleans, nearly at the fame time, 
was accuftomed to celebrate in the 
“ Palais Royal,” -were continually held by 
Auguftus. The moft beautiful women of 
Poland and of Germany, allured by his libe- 
rality and munificence, ftrove for the tranfi- 
tory pofleflion of his affedtions. It is in 
vain that you would now feek for beauty 
in the Saxon drawing-room. Except the- 
Countefs Lofs, I have not feen a fingle 
woman of condition here, who has any 
pretenfions to be called handfome. Even 
Madame de Lofs, if critically examined, 
may rather be denominated elegant and 
pleafing, than fuperior in perfonal charms. 

If however, the upper ranks can furnifli fo 

T 2- . f&w , 
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few models foe the painter, it by no meani 
follows, that the fet has degenerated within 
the laft fifty years, m Sa-eony Among the 
middle orders, and among the peafants, 
the mod charming figures arc found , far 
fupenor, in my opinion, to thofc ordi- 
nanly feen in other parts of the German 
Empire I have often been inclined to 
imagine, fhough it is perhaps ideal, that 
there is in the air, climate, and flej of 
Drcfden and its environs, fomething more 
favourable to beauty, than in Hanover, 
BtAndenburgh, or Bavaria 

Among the Pnndes of the Elefloral 
family to whom I have been prefented, 
Prince Charles, uncle to the reigning Dee- 
tor, claims particular notice He is here 
commonly denominated Dule of Courland, 
the States of that Dutchy Iiaving chofen 
him for thnr Sovereign, b) the influence 
and proteflion of Dizabeih, late Emprefs 
of Ruflia , as his uncle, the famous Mar- 
(hal Save, had been, at an earlier period of 
the prefent centur) Wtli lliat Ptinccfi s 
reign expired his iranfilorj elevation , and 
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the exiled Duke'Biren, recalled by Peter 
the Third frorn Siberia, refumed his fuf- 
pended rights. Piince Charles of Saxony 
is not only elegant in his perfon and man- 
ners; but, highly amiable and accompliihed. 
He and the Pnncefs his wife, who was a 
Polifh lady of the family ©f Crafinfky, in- 
habit the palace here in Drefden, which 
belonged to the late Chevalier de Saxe bis 
uncle, one of the many natural fons of 
Auguftus the Second. 

li- the great gallery, where I was pre- 
fented to Prince Charles three days fince, 
was performed the memorable fcene of 
mifing the apparition of the Chevalier 
de Saxe. Never, perhaps, was a more 
impudent, or a more fuccefsful experiment 
tried upon human weaknefs and credulityo 
As it happened only about four years ago, 
and as many perfons of the firft rank and 
eonfideration in this country were prefent, 
the principal circumilances attending it, are 
well known and remembered. But, the 
ridicule which has attached to it, and the 
marked difapprobation exprelfed by the 

T 3 Eleflor 
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Hcflor towards any repetition of fuch ex- 
penments, render nil thofe hho witnclTed it 
cxtremel) fliy of relating the tranfaflion. 
It was not without difBcuIty, after repeated 
fohatation, that I obtained fiotn one of 
the gentlemen who offifted at it, the rcatal 
which I am about to make. He is i man 
of lenfc, courage, and intelligence I 
fupprefs his name, but, you may form 
from It fome cftimate of the human mmd 
m this part of Europe, which in many 
rcTpcfts, IS certainly more open to fuper- 
ftitious ImprefTions, than with us. Tlie 
Germans, almoll univcrfally, even thofe of 
the founded and mod cultivated under- 
ftandings, believe in the exidcnce of fami- 
liar fpints , in whofe tram follow witches, 
ghods, and the whole family of invlfible 
agents. If hoV’cier, we incline to confi- 
dcr fuch weaknefs with pity or contempt, 
wc Ihould rccollcQ, that limilar proofs of 
human infirmit) Iia\c been given b) turns, 
in ever) European capital Tlic miracles, 
performed in the church )ard of St Mc- 
dard, at Pam, under Jxiuis the ndeenth’s 

reign. 
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i*eign, which were only terminated by the 
royal interpofition, are not yet foi^otteni 
Scarcely fifteen years, I believe, are elapfed, 
fince London had its “ Chevalier de Saxe,’’ 
in the memorable Goclc-Lahe ghoft. 

The man who here exhibited -fo e^- 
traordinary a proof of his art; for fuch 
it muft, in every cafe, be efteemed ; was 
a pierfon of the name of Schrepfer, 
who originally refided at Leipfic, of 
which city he was a native, and where 
he kept a cofFee-houfe. But, his buli- 
hefs hot producing him either as much 
profit, or as much diftindtion as he afpired 
to pofTefs, he pietended to ftudy magic, 
and to have acquired many fccrets con- 
nedled with that imaginary fcience. He 
boldly afferted that he had inteicourfe with, 
and a control over fpirits, whom he could 
fummon, command, and caufe to difap- 
pear, if not altogether at his pleafure, yet 
by the force of liis invocations. Thefe 
agents he had the ingenuity and effrontery 
to divide into three claffes, the friendly, 
the evil, and the neutral ; all of whom he 

T 4 ^ knew 
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knew how to diftinguilh at their approach, 
or on their appearance, by thenoifcs which 
preceded and attended them AVhenever 
he affedlcd to ceert his magical powers, he 
always began by calling to his aflillance the 
benevolent (pints , in order, as he faid, to 
defend him againft the attacks of the mahg- 
nant ones. Pretenfions fo extraordinary, 
fudained by fome exhibitions which im- 
prelfed the fpeflators with adonilhment, 
foon procured him no little reputation 
Schrepfer, about this time, while he AiII 
refided at Lcipfic, had given offence to 
Pnnee Charles of Saxony, by exprcdioni 
relative to him, of an unbecoming or info- 
Icnt nature The Pnnee imtated at fuch 
conduQ, ordered an officer bclonpng to hii 
houfcliold to repair to Leipfie, and there to 
inflifl on Schrepfer, in his name, perfonal 
chaAifcmcnt. His orders were exaflly 
executed but Schrepfer, though he made 
no other rcfiAancc, running into a comer 
of the room, threw himfclf on his hnecs, 
and loudly invoked his invifible allies to 
come to his affiftance. Their vifible ap- 

pearance 
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pear^incc or interpofition were however 
unneceffary, in order to refcue him from 
violence : the officei , it is alTerted, having 
been fo much alarmed at the invocation 
and its poffible confcquenccs, as to quit the 
chamber with piecipitation. 

A circumftance of fuch notoriety, as well 
as fo degrading in itfelf to Schrepfer, in- 
duced him to leave Lcipfic. After an ab- 
fence of fome time, he appealed atDrefdcn, 
wliere he aflumed a fidlitious name, and an- 
nounced that he was a colonel in the fervicc 
of Prance. In that quality he even made an 
attempt to be prefented to the Pledlor ; but 
Monfieur de Marbois, who adled as Chaige 
d’A0aires in the abfence of the French en- 
voy, refufed to carry him to Couit. His 
real name foon became known ; and his 
pretences to Ikill in magic attrading many 
followers, his reputation fpeedily reached 
Prince Charles. It was accompanied with 
fuch extraordinary aticounts of Schrepfer’s 
powders, as to induce that Prince to make 
every exertion for obliterating the recol- 
ledion of the indignity lately offered him. 

As 
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As a Hep towards it, he did not hefitatc to 
go in pirfon to the “ Hotel dc Polognc,” 
an inn w here Schrepfer lodged , and in 
prefence of lanous mlnelTcs, to alk hi< 
pirdon for the blows given him, as well as 
to offer ei ery amends that the nature of the 
affront admitted. Schrepfer, flattered by 
fuch a condefeenfion, basing accepted the 
apologici, the Pnnee then requefled to fee 
fome proofs of his fupematural art It is 
pretended that he exhibited many, all of 
which only tended to augment the rnncc’s 
admiration, and to flimulate his cunofity 
for further fpeamens 

But, the mofl difficult operation of magic 
in all ages, has been to raifc departed fpmts 
from the tomb, a prodigy which Schrepfer 
made no fccrct of hu ability to perform 
Prince Charles having eamcffly, as w ell as 
repeatedly befought it i after man) rcfufals, 
real or affe£tcd, obtained at length a reluc- 
tant promifc to prcfenl before his eyes an 
appantion , for Schrepfer anfull) profcffctl 
tlic greateff repugnance and difinclination 
to the aft, as being perilous to himfclf, and 

attended 
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ittended "witli various circumftahces^ofJior- 
:or. It only remained therefore, to iix on 
:he fpirit to be fummoned. After long 
:onfidel:atibn the' Chevalier de Saxe was 
named, and Schrepfer undertook to jprbduce 
his ghoft before a feledl company. The 
place chofen for the experiment, was Prince 
Charles’s Palace in t)refden. But, as it 
was well known that the Elector having 
the misfortune to be neither credulous, nor 
inclined to permit fuch exhibitions in hIS 
capital, might difapprove and prohibit it, 
the ftridteft fecrecy was obfer%’'ed previous 
to the affair. 

The Chevalier de Saxe, third in order of 
birth, among the natural fons of Auguftus 
the Second, King of Poland, was only half 
btother to the famous Marfhal Saxe, as 
they yrere by different mothers. In right 
of his, who was a Princefs Lubomiidlca, 
of a very illuftrious Polifh family^ the Che- 
valier inherited confiderable property in 
that country, as well as in Saxony. He 
refided principally in Drefden, and died only 

a few 
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a few years ago, at his palace m this aty , 
which his nephew Prince Charles, who 
was his pnncipal heir, occupied after his 
deceafe In addition to his maternal eftates, 
the Chevalier poITefled a vaft income from 
his military and other appointments in the 
ElciSoral femce, and as he left no ifTiic, 
he was fuppofed to hawiamaircd great fums. 
Reports had been circulated, that money 
was concealed in the palace, but no one 
pretended to afeertam the prccifc place 
where it was dcpofited If his fpint could 
be compelled to appear, that interedmg 
fccret might be extorted from him Thus 
cunofity combining with asance, or at lead 
with the hope of dilcoienng aconfidcrable 
treafurc, prompted Pnnee Charles to name 
his uncle, as the ohjcQ of the experiment 
On the appointed night , for Schrepfer 
naturallj preferred darinefs, as not only 
more pnvate in itfelf, but better calculated 
for the edcfl of incantations, the com- 
pany alTcmblcd, They were nineteen in 
number, of whom I perfonallj know 

fcvcral. 
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fevcral, who are perfons of confideration, 
charadtfer, and refpedtability. When they 
were met in the great gallery of the palace, 
the firft objedt of all prefent was to fecure 
the windows and doors, in order equally to 
prevent intrufion or deception. As far as 
precaution could effeiSl: it, they did fo, and 
were fatisfied that nothing except violence 
could procure accefs or entrance. Schrepfer 
then acquainted them, that the ad: which 
he was about to perform, would demand all 
their firmnefs ; and advifed them to fortify 
their nerves by partaking of a bowl of 
punch, which was placed upon the table. 
Several of them, (indeed, as I believe, all 
except one or two,) thinking the exhorta- 
tion judicious, very readily followed it; but, 
the gentleman from whom I received thefe 
particulars, declined to profit by the advice. 

I am come here,” faid he to Schrepfer, 
“ to be prefent at raifing an apparition. 
“ Either I will fee all, or nothing. My 
“ refolution is taken, and no inducement can 
“ make me put any thing within my lips.” 

Another 



386 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


Another of the compgnj^, who preferred 
hiB prefence of mind, placed himfelf clofc 
to the principal door, in order to watch if 
any one attempted to open or force it 
Thefe preparatory fteps being tahen, the 
great work -began with the utmoll fo- 
Icmnity 

Schrepfer commenced it, by retiring into 
a comer of the gallery, where "kneehng 
down, with many myftcnous ceremonies 
he invoked the fpinti to appear, or rather 
to come to lus aid , for it is allowed that 
none were ever vifibic A very confidcr- 
able time elapfed before they obeyed t dur- 
ing which interval, he laboured apparently 
under great agitauon of body and mind, be- 
ing covered with a violent fv\ eat, and almofl 
in convulfions, like the Pythonefs of an- 
tiqmty At length, a loud clatter was 
heard at all the windows on the outGde , 
which was foon followed by another noife, 
rcfcrabhng more the effedl produced by a 
number of sset fingers drawn over the edge 
of glaflcs, than jin) thing elfe to which it 
I a could 
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could well be compared. This found an- 
nounced, as he faid, the arrival of his good 
or prote^ling fpiriis, and feemed to encou- 
rage him to piocccd. A fliort time after- 
wards a yelling \\ as heard, of a fiightfiil and 
unufual nature, which came, lie declared, 
from the malignant fpiiiis, whofc prcfcncc, 
as it feems, was ncccifary and indifpcnfablc 
to the completion of the catalliophc. 

The company were now*, at leaf! the 
greater part, clcflrificd with amaremenr, 
or petrified w’iih horror; and of couifc 
fully prepared for cver)^ objcfl which could 
be prefented to them. Schrepfer continuing 
his invocations, the door fuddcnly opened 
w’lth violence, and fomething that refem- 
blcd a black ball or globe, rolled into the 
room. It was invcflcd w'ith fmoke or 
cloud, in the midfi: of wdiich appealed to be 
a human face, like the countenance of the 
Chevalier dc Saxe ; much in the fame tvay, 
it w'ould feem, that Corregio or Hannibal 
Cairache have reprefented Jupiter appear- 
ing to Scmcle, From this form ifitied a 

loud 
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loud and angiy voice, which evclaimcd in 
German, “ Carl, was woUe du mit mich ? ’ 
“ Charles, rvhat wouldll thou mth me ? 
“ Why dbft thou difturb me V 

Language, as may be fuppofed, can ill de- 
fenbe the conflemation produced among the 
fpeilators at fuch a fight. Either firmly 
perfiiaded that the appearance which they 
beheld, was fpintual and intangible , or 
deprived of refolution to approach and 
attempt to fcize it, they appear to hare 
made no effort to latwfy themfclvcs of its 
incorporeal nature. The Pnnee, whofe 
impious cunofit) had fumraoned his uncle’s 
ghoft, and to whom, as the perfon princi- 
pally rcrponfiblc, the fpcflre addreffed itfclf , 
far from manifetling coolnefs, or attempting 
repl) , betrayed the (Irongell marhs of horror 
and contntion Throwing himfelf on his 
1 nccs, he called on God for mercy , while 
others of the terrified part) camcllly bc- 
fought the magician to give the only re- 
maining proof of Ins art for which they 
now were inMOiis, bj difiniDing the appa- 

riticn. 
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iition. But Schuspfef, though appaiently 
willing, found, orpretended to find, this effort 
beyond his powei. However incredible, 
abl'urd, dr fidiculous it may be thought, thd 
^Crfons -udio witneffed the fcenc, proteft that 
near an hour clapfed, before, by the foice of 
his invocations, the fpcdtre could be com- 
pelled ‘td difappedr. Nay, when at length 
Schrepfer had fUcceeded in difmiffing it ; at 
the moment that the company began to re- 
flime a degiee of feienity, the door, which 
had been clofed, burft open again, and the 
fame hideous form prefented iifelf anew 
to their eyes. The moft lefolute and cdl- 
ledted among them, were not pi'oof to its 
fecond appearance, and a feene of uni-’ 
verbal difmay enfued. Schrepfer, however, 
by reiterated exorcifms or exeitions, finally 
difmiffed the apparition* The terrified 
fpedlators foon difperfed, overcome with 
amazement, and fully fatisfied, as they 
■well might be, of Schrepfer’s fupernatuial 
powers* 

Having thus related as ferioilfly and cir- 
cumftantially as I am able, the principal 
' VOL. I.' V fadts 
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fafts relam e to the alTa^r in quclbon, it is 
natural to atk mj own opinion of the (lory , 
and to demand whetlier I can feplain or 
account for it in any rational manner To 
fuch inquincs I muft frankly reply, that I 
can neither gue an> fatisfaflorj foluuon of 
It, nor hale I heard any attempted, cscept 
the ohvious one of human credulity and 
terror, operated Upon hy impodure and 
deccptiom Hut, the manner in which fo 
wonderful an illufion was produced, I am, 
m common with every perfon here, at a 
lofs to underAand I belicie, no one has 
jetclcarl) explained how the hqucfaflion 
of St Januanui’s blood is performed, 
though, out of Naples, I imagine feiv per- 
font attribute it to miraculous or fuperna- 
tural intcrpofition Wc know from, ex- 
pcncncc, how prodigious are the deceptions 
praflifcd in and upon optics Nineteen 
men, met together for the a\ owed purpofe 
of feeing an appanlion, and believing that 
It 15 in human posver to render ti departed 
fpint vifihlc, arc already half fubdued to 
anj tiling, how L\cr grofs Night, darknefr, 

and 
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and the iriipofing iblemnity of magic invo- 
cations, bereave the ftrongeft minds of 
their felf-jpdfTeffion. A bold and artful 
impoftdr might then trample on their 
Teafon, and prefent to their eyes fome 
hideous figure pioperly accoutred for the 
t)Ccafion. It muft, however, always excite 
fome aftonifhment and more I regret^ that 
.among near twenty perfonsj not one fliould 
have endeavoured to lay hands on the 
fpedre. Its fecond appearance is likewife 
a circumftance very difficult to account for,, 
as it Was unneceflaiy in order to produce 
•convidtion^ which had been fully effe£teds. 
That it was a deception, no man of found 
underftanding will doubt ; but how it was 
managed or produced, the perfons who. were 
duped, have not yet difcovered. They are 
all, or nearly all, ftill alive In^this country, 
and they by no means boaft of their ad- 
venture, or derive from it any fort of vanity. 
On the contrary, independent of the ridi- 
cule, they all feel and exprefs the utmoft 
repugnance to relating, or even recolledling 

V iz a fcencp 
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a fcene, which has iraprcflcd on Uicir ima- 
gination lb much horror Their friends 
dread and deprecate a renewal of the images 
then prefented to thofc who were prefent, 
and a lady eamefUy befought of me, not to 
prefs her hulhand on afubjefl, of which Jic 
could never think or convsrfc inthout 
palTing a necplefs ‘ night. We mutt, be 
content therefore to refolvc it into German 
credulity or fuperftiiion, and congratulate 
ourfeh cs on our fupenonty to fuch puerile 
terror' 

TIic Aory no fooncr fprtad through 
Drcfdcn, than the Ocflor csprclTcd his dif- 
approbation of fuch fccnos, and his per- 
emptory mjunflions not to repeat them 
Schrepfer foon retired to his native c!t), 

T cipfic, where his fame accompanied him, 
and drew after him a crowd of difciplcs 
or votancs To them be continued to 
give, a' 15 confidcnll) alTcrtcd here, nu- 
nicrou and attomlhing proofs of his fuper- 
natunl power, fomc of which I have heani 
rcl ueJ , but after the fpcciraen that 1 have 

detailed, 
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detailed, all otlic.?* would be at once tedious 
and fir 'erfiu oils. Schiepfer did not long 
enjoy cf.ehrlty, and his death is not 
the icaf cntiaordinary pait of liis hiflory. 
Th ^cc eentlemcn, whom lie had in fome 
mcafuie initiated into his myftcrics ; for he 
piofcffed to infti udl in tlie fcicncc of magic ; 
were piomifed by Iiiin an exhibition more 
wondeiful than any at which they had yet 
affifted. Tor this pui pofc they attended him 
into the \\ ood of Rofcndaal, which is at a 
fmall diflancc without the gates of Lcipfic. It 
was in fummer, before the fun rofe, between 
three and four 'o’clock in the morning. 
"When they came to a certain 'pait of the 
glove, he defired them to flay a little, while 
he went on one fide, to make the rcqiufite 
invocations. After waiting a few minutes, 
they heard the report of a piRol. Running 
tp the fpot, they found that he had Riot 
himfelf, and was alicady without fenfe. 
He foon afterwards expired. All thofc 
who believe him to have had inteicoiiifc 
y7ith evil fpirits, affiim that he Avas toi- 

u 3 mented 



394 MEMOIRS O- THE 

merited by them perpeUiJIr, svhich ren- 
dering his life mifcrablc, induced him 
to have recourfc to a piftol 1 imagine 
horvev er, you will thmh with Horace, that 
It IS not neceflary to call in fupcmatural 
interference, in order to account for the 
violent end of fuch a man He has Iclt 
behind him many profel) Ics , but, I belici c, 
no one tiho pretends (o equal hnon ledge of 
his fccrcts 

It IS probable that mj nett letter mil be 
from Trague, or from Vienna 
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LETTER IX. 

1 

yotn ncy fi om Di cfdcn^ ih oiigb Pi ag iu\ I0 Vienna. 

— Vtiatc of that Capital, and of the Imperial 
Cowl, at the clofc of the y cm 1777. 

Vmssa, Dtceniher 20 , J777* 
r-r-'HREE weeks arc ncaiiy clap fed fincc I 
arrived in this city ; but, before I 
enter on ^vny thing conneded with it, let 
me mention biicfly fome particulais of my 
journey thiough Bohemia. I left Drefden 
wdth regret, on the 24th of November, at 
midnight, in the midft of a heavy fnow, 
and found myfelf at day-break, ncai the 
frontiers of Saxony. At a miferable village 
among the mountains, called Peteifvvalda, 

I enteied the Auftrian dominions, but 
fuch was the feverity of the weather, and 
the depth of the fnows, that it was wuth 
difficulty the carriage could pioceed, or be 
prevented from overfetting. The road lay 
through defiles for feveral leagues, befunded 

u 4 by ' 
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by prccipiceEto the left, that overhang the 
nvcr Elbe , and of -which I could give you 
a dcfcnption, if it had not been already 
much better done many years ago, by Lady 
Wortley Montagu, -when Qxc travelled the 
fame road I drove it, as flic did, by 
night , and neither the danger nor the 
difficulties arc dimmilJicd fince her time, 
Paffing through Lowofitz, famous for the 
battle fought there ifi I got to 

Prague in about thirty-^ight hours after 
leaving Drefdcn 

Mv flay was much too fliort to allow roc, 
jf I had the inclmation, to ghc you any ac- 
curate dcfcripiion of Prague. Tlie fltu- 
ation 16 wild and romantic , the city large, 
but not cheerful, cicept in thofe parts 
that he on the banks of the nrer Moldau, 
by which It ts interfered Prague is, m 
far, only the deferted capital of a dependant 
hingaom, lofl among the numerous and 
■Vvidcly feattcred pro\inccs of the Houfe of 
Auflrii. Its pofreffiou has been difputcd 
p almofl c\cry age, and the ground oil 
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all fides, like that, of Troy in antiquity, as 

V 

tnarked out by battles, -wbicb tender it 
clalbc in the hiftory of Germany. But, 
they have not the fame celebrity; carenf 
quia vate facro. On my journey through 
Bohemia, Moravia, and Upper Auftria, I 
only flopped to change horfes, and ai rived 
in this city on the 30th of November. 

Two days ago I 'Was prefented by Sh 
Robert Keith, to the Emprefs Queen, 
and afterwards to /the Emperor Jofeph. 
Maria Therefa received us in the deepeft 
Weeds, in a chamber hung with black 
velvet, on the third flory of the palace, 
^he has neither worn any other drefs, nor 
inhabited any other apaitments, fmce the 
deceafe of the late Emperor her hufband, 
more than twelve years ago. Her peifon 
retains no tiaces of her former beauty; 
but her manners are benign, gracious, 
and obliging, Over the doors of the room, 
I remarked the portraits of her grande 
father Leopold, and of his deliverer, John 
Sobiefki, King of Poland. In compliance 
^ith the antient etiquette of the Imperial 

Court, 
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Court, Ihe 18 always alope, when Ihe gives 
audience to foreign IVIiniHers, as is likiwife 
her fon the Emperor , 

This capital, in common with Ger- 
many, enjoys at prefent the mofl complete 
ferenity , and all the pleafures of the winter ' 
i?re already l^egun, among which thofe of 
the table feem not to he forgotten Prmcc 
Eaunitz, Prince Colloredo, and a number 
of the firft Mimfters or hlobihty, do tlic 
honors of Vienna to ftrangers, with equal 
hofpitahty and magnificence. The Court 
js much enlivened by the prefence of the 
Archduchefii of Milan, and her hulband the 
Archduke Ferdinand, who arc lately amved 
here from Lombardy, on a vifit to the Em- 
prefs Queen Mona Therefa, finking m 
years, divided between her religious ob- 
fcrvanccs, and her civil duties , Occupied 
altematcl) in bufinefs of Hate, and in ev- 
ercifcs of devotion , hopes to pafs the even- 
ing of her ftorm) reign in peace, furrounded 
by her numerous family She lias lived to 
c.\tmguilh the long hereditary enmities 

between 
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between the Hoiifcs of Bourbon and Auftria. 

% 

Three PiinccfTcSj her daughters, the Queens 
of France and Naples, and the Archduchefs 
of Parma, who fcalcd the reconciliation by 
their refpedive inairiagcs, form the bell 
guaiantces for its {lability. On the fide of 
PrufTia, there appears to be no immediate 
or obvious fubjc(£l of apprehenfjon. Ruflia, 
if not in clofe alliance with the cabinet of 
Vienna, at lead is not hollilc ; and the 
Turks are here confidered rather as objeds 
of plunder or conqueft, than as capable of 
eliciting alarm. 

The Emperor, on his part, is not lefs 
fiilly occupied than his mother ; but bufinefs 
feems to be his principal purfuit, and giati- 
fication. Emulous of Frederic, he wears like 
him a uniform on all occafions, and mani- 
fefts the warmed adedion for his foldiciy- 
Hunting is the only diverfion in which 
he indulges, unlefs we account travelling 
among the number of his amufements ; but 
even his travels are almod folely dircded 
tp objeds of information. He has already 

accurately 
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aixurately infpe&ed the far greater part of 
hisown ddtmniOns , htis recently retumt'd 
from France, and I am told, that he pn>- 
jefle foon to nCt En^nd ‘ 

Prince Kannitz, firft Mifiifter of Mana 
Thferela ddnhg thtec and-tfrenty jfelrs, 
eontitraes iftill to giiidc the tonnCils of his 
miftrels To him iS due the merit Of ter- 
minating the quarrels between the Houfe of 
Anhna and France, as the meafure was pe- 
culiarly his own Thongh-ho appears to 
pafs much of his time between his Manege, 
the fociety which meets every evening a^ 
hisipalaco, and the diverfion of billiards, 
yet he finds leifure for direOmg all the, 
complicated affairs of the Emprefs Queen, 
and poffeffes an aimofl unlimited authorit) 
LiFe her, declined in years he ncvcrthclcfs 
appears to be frefh and vigorous. 

Prince Collorcdo, as Vice Chani;cllor of 
the Empire, is the firft Minifter of Jofeph 
the Second in his Imperial capacity , but he 
IS fuppofed to enjoy far lefs of the private 
fonfidcncc Of hia tnaftcr, than Marfhal Lacy 

I hear 
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T iieardrttie>of)j La,)i5'olinv w|ioiocCiipl^s'‘ld 
diftingui j[hedla s Iplace in" the of < Fret 

deric',’^ and ''Who0iperfotm6(l'^^ftltl^''-femliifeh£ 
FerviGes-inithedatfe 

hifn'^tb tbmpar-atixc-^nfignififcd-riheV'^'^rn-’thc 
perfonal afFe£tions 

her daughter the Aichdiichefs Chriftina is 
believed to have no rival. Her hufband. 
Prince Albert of Saxony, is Governor of 
Hungary; but they do not the lefs rehde 
in Vienna during the greater part of the 
winter. Among the foreign Minifters, the 
French Embaffador alone feems to enjoy a 
marked conlideration. The clofe connexion 

between this Court and that of VeiFailles; 

/ 

added to the magnificence in which he 
lives, as reprefentative of Louis the Six- 
teenth; conduce to give the Baron de Breteuii 
a vaft fupeiiority over every other member 
of the “ Corps Diplomatique.” It is no 
where more vifible than in the drawing- 
room of Prince Kaunitz himfeif. 

Such are the outlines of the Court and 
Cabinet of Vienna at the clofe of 1777, 

and 
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field. We havd not yet recovered tfftf 
allonifliment into -whicli this event has 

f - 

thrown us, and tVe are loft in fpiculations 
upon Its 'Jioffible cdnfequences. Before I 
enter further on foSunportaUt a fubje^ let 
me relate to yoii the principal ciTcumftances 
which threaten to mvolve Germany, and 
jicrhaps Europe, an fireOi calimiUes. 

The late EleSor of Bavana, Masirailian 
Jofeph,. yvas the fon of that unfortunate 
Emperor, Charles the Seventh, who, after 
a Ihort and miferable elevation to the Im- 
pet;ial,_digmty, law ilumfelf .driven from 
his J^ereditary domimons; and foon after- 
wards expired at Munich, under the acen- 
mulated weight of misfortunes and difeafes 
Jt IS he, whom Johnfon, in his tranilauon of 
the tenth Satire of Juvenal, has beautifully 
fclc^ted, as a conlpicuous proof of modern 
prc^.emincncem rank and in wretchcdncls. 
You probably rccollcfl the defcnption, 
which 18 one of the moft animated ever 
drawn, and which the circnmftances of 
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tlie ifiom^t in wlijcli I am nov/ writings 
rendet peculiarly interefting i ■ ' 

The hold Bavarian, in a lucklefs hour} 

Tries the dread fummltof Cffifarean power; 

** With Unexpedled legions burlls away} 

** And fees defcncelcfs realms accept Ins fway. 

Short fway 1 Pair Ailftna fpreads her mournful charms. 
The Queen, the Beauty, fets the world in arms.” 

i 

. It miy 'indeed bd accounted among tbe 
Wonderful 'revolutions of the prefent age^ 
that Maria Therefa fhould noW retaliate 
pTecifely dn the' fame maniler, Upon the 
death of the foti^ the injuries which fhe 
fultained from the fatht 7 \ Already a very 
confiderable portion of Bavaria has been 
feized on by bet troops, and is incorpo- 
rated with her doUiinions* 

.No event could have, been Uiore im- 
|)fobable, a few weeks -fince, th^n the de- 

‘v 

ceafe^'df the Eledfoi* of Bavaria J who was 
ftilb in the Vigor of - his age, about fifty 
y^fs old, diid' of a ftrong conftitUtione 
' He had always entertained great apprehen- 
fion’s of the fmall-pojt, which he never 
' V6l. I. - X had 
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had nitoaUy caught, and which he had 
not, like Catharine the Second, wifdom 
and magnanimity to antiapate by inocula- 
tion Every precaution was ineffeaual for 
prefcrving him from the attacks of that 
fatal diftemper A young lady of quahty, 
Madame de Rrva, who happened to be 
on a vifit at the Court of Munich, and 
who -lodged in the EleQoral palace, was 
feized with the finall-pox. iThe nature of 
her difeafe was carefullv concealed from the 
Eleflor , but her grandfathet having been 
with her at her bedfide, imprudently 
came immediately afterwards into the 
room where the EleQor was engaged at 
billiards. He had hardly remained a fetv 
minutes there, when that Pnnee enclaimed, 
‘I .Somc^erfon here lias the fmall-pij'(, I 
feel itl” ' Inftantlj throwing downjthe 
mace, which he hid in his hand, hejrctired 
to his apartment, and frion fickened 
Tliough the fymptoms, from the beginning, 
were v ery alatpaing, yet it « highly prp- 
_hahle, that under judicious management he 
1 ^ might 
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ftiight have furn;iounted the difeafe. But 
the Bavarian phyficians, who 'are not yet 
{killed in the modem treatment of the 
fmall-pox, adheted to the antient pra^^ice of 
warmth and the exclufion of frejOh air. 

- I 

jDuring fome c^ya before his deceafe, no 
hopes, of a favorable change were enter- 
tained ; and the refult fuffieiently proves 
that this Court .was fully prepared for his 

diffolution* He lay in r deplorable con- 

: 

dition for the laft forty-eight hours, his 
head fwelled ,to a prodigious hze, and his 
featuies. . hardly recognizable, from the 
malignan,t nature of the diftemper. 'On the 
30th of December, laft Tuefday fe’nnight, 
during the nighty he expired j and Count 
Hartig, the Auftriah Plenipotentiary at the 
Court of Bavaria, loft not an inftant iit 
dlfpatehing a meflenger to Prince Kaunitz, 
with the intelligence. ■ 

The Goi$rier alighted at the houfe of the 
fifft^Minifter, about half paft fix o’clock, 
on the evening of ' the ift ^of January; 
which -is.a day of Gala, and .the^only one 

X *2 now 
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cow obfcrvtd ^ ‘fucb m the Tvhole year 
All the tifibility and perfohs of condition 
an Vienna, “were" then^boui to alTenible in 
the gfeat 'dra'OTng-Toom“-of 'the palace, 
whcrc'’^c Emprefa- Queen, the Emperor, 
and the AithdnchclTeaj her daughters, were 
prdenC ^ Mana Thercfa fat down to play , 
while the Emj/eror, who nerer touches 
cards, ftobdi n&r her, engaged in conver- 
lation T was prefent at an incOnfiderablc 
diftance-from them. Pnnee Kaumtz, hav- 
ang^-'perufed the ddpatch fiom Munich, 
acquiSntmg him with the Eleflor’s deadi, 
ammediatcly repaired to the Impenal pa- 
lace,' with I which his own commuhicates 
by a gallery 'Unwithrig to c-tcite re- 
jnarhs, or to a^trafl the public lattention, 
he did" not flitw lumrelf, but fent m a 
perfonto inform the Emperor, that'he was 
defirous to impart to his Majelly fohie in- 
telhgence of confequentc Th6t Prince, 
who was probably aware of the nature of 
Ihd hews, which could* not be une-Xpefltd, 
withdir?r, but retu r n ed in a lew minutes, 

/ t - and 
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and ' leaning over ‘the table at which his 

i ** 

mother was playing, he whifpered fojne 
words in her ear. She inhantly let fall 
the cards, and rifmg up with evident mark? 
of emotion, quitted the apartment. As 
this was fudden, no one knew the caufe; ' 
and the Emprefs’s departure w^s fo pre- 
cipitate, as well as unforefeen, that the 
Archducheffes, her daughters, who were 
engaged each at a feparate card-table, re- 
mained for fome moments in ignorance of 
her having left the room. When they 
were made acquainted with it, they like- 
wife threw down their cards, and followed 
her. We all looked at each other in afto- 
nifhment, confeious that fome event of' 
moment had taken place, but uncertain of 
its. nature. Tpie Court broke up, and many 
conjeQiures were formed on the reafons of 
the Emprefs’s conduft. Next morning it 
was explained, by, the news of the Eledtor 
of Bavaria’s death, which became public. 

That event muft necelTarily have been con- 
fidered as inevitable, for fome days previous 

X 3 ^ 
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to Its ailually taking place , and the general 
meafures to be purfued upon it, for fe- 
curing, or feizing on a part of the Bavarian 
fticceffion, rvere no doubt, as we muft fup. 
pofe, already fettled in the Cabinet 1 know 
however, ^fiom good authority, that on the 
night of the firft of January, after the 
Empre& Queen retired to her own apart- 
ments, a fecret council was there held, 
confifting of herfelf, the Emperor, and 
Pnnee Kaunitz. Much difference of opi- 
nion, relanve to the txttni of temtory 
to be claimed and occupied by the Auf- 
tnan troops, then manifclled Itfelf The 
firft Minifter having fpread before their 
Iilajefties a map of Havana, pomted out 
the portions of that Eleiftorate, to which 
he conceived the pfCtcnCons of Mana The- 
rela might wifely and juftly be extended. 
The Emperor fupponed him with all his 
force, and urged that troops ftiould be in- 
ftantly fent to take poffelllon of the diftnfls 
in queftion but the Emprefs, become cau- 
tious ftom age, averfe to war, and perhaps 
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not altogether fatiofied in her mind of the 
jullice of the claims about to be fet up, 
appeared to be very undecided. She be- 
trayed great agitation^ often repeating 
with earneftnefs in Cierman, “ In God^s 
‘‘ name, only take what we have a right to 
demand ! I forefee that it will end in war, 
“^My wilh is to end my days in peace.” 

Notwithftandlng the Emprefs’s reluc- 
tance to the meafure of feizing by force oja 
any j^rt of the Bavarian territories, it- was 
finally adopted on that night, and has been 
' fince carried into , execution with incredible 
celerity. General Langlois, and Count 
Glairfait, by orders from the Court, en- 
tered on the newly claimed diftridts, with- 

1 ' \ 

out an hour’s delay. They met, as might 
be fuppofed, with no reliftance from the 
Bavarian or Palatine Government; and are 
already in polTeffion of a very confiderable 
trad: of country. At the hour that I am 
writing, fcarcely above a week after the 
reception of the news of the late Elcdfor’s 
death, we know here that the Imperial 

X 4 Commif* 
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Commiflanes are occupieji in numbering and 
marhng the houfea, throughout all the vil- 
Jagcs of Lower^Bavana* Troops are pounng 
in, to fuftain thofe which were fent at firft , 
and if no obftaclea of an unexpefled nature 
fhould anfe, the whole transfer mil be 
effeQed without fhedding a drop of blood 
But, however tranquil afOiuB may be at 
prefent, in fo early a (lage of the bufinefs , 
yve are naturaff) fed to alfc, whether they can 
terminate m the fame manner f Will the 
EleQor Palatine, nho is heir to the Duchy 
of Bsvana and to every part of the fue- 
ecffion, acquiefce in the claims of Mana 
Therefa and jofeph i \WI1 his nephew 
and prcfumptive fucceflbr, the Dube of 
Deux-ponts, fubmit to be thus defpoiled of 
a country which he conGders as his future 
inheritance ? Will the Elcflor of Saxony, 
whofe mother is Gfler to the deccafed 
Pnnee, and of courfe his allodial heir, 
tabe no interell in the affair I Even though 
all thofe Pnnees, from political tveabnefs, 
or ftpm any other motives, fhould tamely 
Ij allow 
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allow themfelves , to be plundeied ; can 

’ 1 \. 

Pruflia look on Unconcerned, while his moil 
formidable enemy aggrandizes himfelf, and 
extends his territories? Fredeiic, whofe 
vigilance never inteimits, will probably 
interfere fooner or later, at lead by nego- 
tiation, if not-by arms. What are the pre*^ 
tenfions of the Cabinet of Vienna ? ' On 
what fuppofed light or exifting treaty are 
they founded, and how large is their extent? 
On all thefe interefting points, relative to 
which we are here at prefent completely 
ignorant, a. Ihort time muft enable us to 
"form an opinion. 

The late Elector of Bavaria, though an, 
amiable, mild, and beneficent Prince, was 
deficient in vigor and energy of charader. 

, His facility of temper, added to the want 
of economy, produced numerous abufes. 
PolTefling neither ambition nor militaiy 
talents, he manifefted no wifh to augment 
his political power ; and inftruded by his 
father’s example, he only afpired to main- 
tain his dominions in peace. By the Eledrefs - 

his 



jI4 ilEHOlas OF THE 

hi8 wife, who was a Pimccfi of Saxonj-, 
daughter of Augullus the Third, he has left 
no ilTue, and in him expires the Gulielmmc 
Line of the Palatine Houfe. As head of 
the Rodolphne Branch, the Eledor Pala- 
tine fucceeda to his temtones , but the 
Eledoral dignity becomes extind Charles 
Theodore, the new Duke of Bavana, who 
has long fince reached Mumch, u a man 
of talents, a patron of all the fine arts, of 
letters, and of learning But, the exigency 
of his fituatlon demands vigor, deafion, 
and refourees of charader We fliall foon 
fee whether he means to refill, or to fiib- 
mit to the Auftnan claims a queftion 
which IS here difcnfied in every foaety, 
and which may foon agitate all Europe 
In my next letter I lhall proHably be able to 
fpeafc more decidedly upon the fubjed. 
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LETTER XL 

'Pacific Afpedi of Affairs. — Anmfements of ihn 
Court, and'^ of 'Vienna . — Defcripiion of a 
“ Comfe des Praineaux.’* — Society of Vienna. 
— Beniowjky. — His Adventures, and Efcaps 
from Kamfchatka. 

/ 

Vienna, January 26th, 177B* 

/’-T^HE ftorm -wliicli fo lately threatened to 
overturn the repofe of this country 
and of Europe, appears, if w^e credit every 
concurring account, to be paft. We talk 
here of nothing except peace^ and are 
only occupied with amufements. The 
Elector Palatine has not merely fubmitted’ 
to the demands of Maria Therefa and 
Jofeph, but has even ratified them by a 
formal, ftipulation. Whether the defire 
of tranquillity, his inability to refill: fo 
powerful a competitor, *or any more con- 
cealed motives of private intereft, have 
induced him to 'rehnquilh fo large and 
valuable a part of the Bavarian fuccellion, 
we are unacquainted. As he is however, 

like 
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like the late Eleflor, hia predecelTor, def- 
titute of legitimate iflue, it 13 neceflary 
that the Duke of Deut-ponts, hia prefump- 
^ive heir, thould hkewife acqmcfce lu the 
Auftnan claims. Relative to the Kipg of 
Prullia, httle coucem feems to be evpiclTed, 
and httle fenous oppofiuon on his part is 
espcfled The Cabmct of Vienna probably 
relies on his infirmities, his wcU-known 
rcluflance to engage again in war, and 
hi8 confiaoufncfs of the Rate of preparation 
in which he would find tlie Houfc of 
Auftna. Yefierday, Fnncc Jofqih Lob- 
kowitz fet off for Munich, 'to inveft the 
Eleflor Palatine with the order of “ the 
“ Golden Fleece,” in the name of their 
Imperial Majeflies. It is a bad c-vchange 
for his eaptured provinces. Indeed, his 
whole conduA in the tranfadlion has not 
tended to raifc his charafler even here, for 
maguanimity or fpint Lampoons arc pub- 
hckly circulated through Vienna, in which 
he is treated with great feventy 

While, by the rapid and fuccefsful 
fcizurc of fo confidcrabblc a temtory ad- 
joining 
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]oiiiing to upper- Auftiia and Bohemia, 
the political power and dominions of 
Maria Therefa are greatly and indefinitely 
augmented ; Vienna prefents a fcene of 
amufement and feftivity. Even the Couit, 
which is not in general cheeiful, has 
fliaken off its formality, and relaxed fome- 
what of its gravity. To the prefence of 
the Archduchels of Milan, we are indebted 
for fo unufual an exhibition of gaiety and 
magnificence. She is a very pleafing and 
amiable Princefs, an Italian, daughter and 
heirefs of the ' Duke of Modena. Eler 
perfon is by ho means beautiful, but her 
manners captivate univerfally. As fhe 
loves diverfions, particularly dancing, the 
Emprefs, in compliment to her, permits 
balls to be given in the Imperial palace. All 
foreigners of condition are invited ; and fhe 
never fails to be prefent herfelf in perfon. 
But, the moft fmgular, as well as fplendid 
fpedfacle which I have' witneffed, is a 
Courfe ^ des Traineaux.” Under the 
reigns of Charles the Sixth, and of the 

late 
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kte Emperor Franasj they Trere common , 
hut, Jofeph the Second neither likes the 
amufement, nor the cxpence attending it, 
■which IS confiderahle. Several hundred 
carts are always employed on the preceding 
day, to hnng /how into the aty, and to 
fcatter it through the principal ftreets, as 
otherwife the fledges could not be driven 
with eofe or /ifety ' 

I During tho-prefent month, we have al- 
' ready had tvro “ Courfes des Traineaux/’ 
qne by day, and the other by torch-hgbt 
the firft of which exhibitions produced, in 
my opmion, infimtely the fincfl effcQ. The 
Emprefs Queen, accompanied by the Arch- 
duchefles Mana and Chnftina, repaired to 
Marlhal Haddock s houfe, in order to be 
a fpeflatrefs of them , the Emperor dechn- 
iiig to take any aftivc part in the amufement. 
The Archduchefs of Milan, and her fiflcr- 
iin law the Archduchefs Ehaabcih, ^whofe 
pledges were conduQcd by thc^ Archdukes 
Tcrdmand and hdaumilian, led the way 
More than thirty fledges followed, drawn 
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Up one behind the other ; in each of which 
w^as feated' a lady, drefled in fuis richly 
ornamented, and her head covered ^with 
a profufion of jewels. Behind her hands 
the nobleman who diives, cbmmonly as 
much decorated wnth diamonds as the lady. 
The fledges themfelves, which form not 
the leaft cm ions part of the fight, are gilt 
and carved with 'gieat tafte, reprefenting 
the figures of dragons, ferpents, peacocks, 
or mpnfters ; and commorily coft fome 
thoufand florins. Before each, run foot- 
men, or HeydiiqUes, fuperbly habited^ 
carrying long poles in their hands. Even 
the horfes are quite obfeured under the 
multiplicity of trappings, plumes, and orna- 
ments, with which they are loaded. The 
Gfaqd Ecuyer,” or Mafter.of the Horfe, 
always begins the procefiion. In this older 
.they drive whh amazing velocity,, through 
all the principal ftreets and fquares of the 
capital, for about two hours, and finifh at 
4he Imperial palace, . j , 




Vienna 
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Vienna offers frefides, gratifications to 
the mind, farinpertor to any picafure that 
ipcfladcs fuch as thefe, however Iplendidj 
can afford. .. Many of the great nobility 
open their houfes, and fevcral are con- 
ffantlj at home almoft every evenmg At 
Pnnee Kaumtz’s, and at Pnnee CoIIorcdo’s, 
the company is particularly numerous. 
There, among ^General Officers, foreign 
Embaffadors, prelates, ladieS) 4nd cOurtiCrs, 
are^to be fometiitlfes found LaUdohn, ton^ 
feffedly the firft military commander of 
tJjc prefeht age, and thougTi ftill more 
rarely, Metaftaflo, the moll beauuful poet 
in his line, of this, or, perhaps, of any 
penod. The-imperor not unfrequently 
prefents hinifclf at fhofe affembhes. As 
he IS never announced, and is accompamed 
only by a fingleaihamberlaiD, his entrance 
occafiona no confuGon , and it has hap- 
pened to me to' be fonfiany minufes in the 
fame room, before TTiavc perceived him, 
Handing behind a chair, or mixed in the 

crowd. 
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crowd. He Ioves,to converfe, and is ex- 
tremely communicative. 1 heard him re- 
late fome of his adventures, when travel- 
ling through the Bannat of Tamefwaer 
and fome paits of Sclavonia, only a few 
evenings ago, with equal vivacity and 
liumour. 

Among the fingular characters which 
Vienna funiifhes at the prefent moment, 
is the celebrated Count Beniowfky, I meet 
him fiequently in company, and have 
liftened with admhation as well as enter- 
tainment to the recital of his adventures, 
which exceed in audacity every thing 
related of the Buccaneers in the laft cen- 
tury, and have juftly acquired him np 
fmall reputation., He is by birth a Hun- 
garian, of a noble extraction, and not 
above thirty-fix years old. During the 
period of general tranquillity which fuc- 
ceeded to the peace of 1763, when Poland 
offered almoft the only field in Europe for 
enterprize and military talents ; Beniowfky, 
in common with many of his country- 

VOL, I, y - meUj 



MEHOlttB OF THE , 


3’? 

men, jomed the Polifh confederates, whfl 
arms againft Stamllans and hts 
protedors, the Rufliain Their canfe was 
unfortunate, the far greater number of 
thofe who ventured to oppofe the troops 
of Cathanne, having penihed bp the fword, 
or languilhed out their lives m poverty, 
exile, and every variety of wretchednefs. 

Beniowtky being tahen pidfoner in one 
of the fkirmifhes, among the woods near 
the froDUers of Hungary and Poland, was 
dnven, with a number of other captives, 
to the City of Kiow m the Ukraine. They 
were chained, as I have heard him declare, 

- hke wild beallfl, expofed to all the vicifG- 
pides of heat and cold, the feventy of 
which were rendered more fcnfible hy the 
want of deaths, of food, and of cleanhnefs. 
Though incapaatated by his wounds froni 
walking, except with the aififtance of 
crutches, he was not the lefs compelled to 
perform the march on foot , fubjeded to 
blows, and every fpecics of indignity, as 
well as cruelty More thm three-fourths 

of 
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of the number . expired on the road ; 

and the furvivors, among whom was Be- 

niowfky, were transfeired from Kiow to 

Cafan. While there,’ he endeavoied to 

excite an infurredtion againft the Ruffian 

« 

Government, in which he failed. Having 
neverthelefs effedted his efcapc from Cafan, 
he reached Petcifburgh without being diB- 
coveted ; whence he projedted to embark 
for fome other part of Europe. He had 
even contradled for his paffage in a Dutch 
{hip, and was going on board ; when, either 
by the treachery of the Captain, or by the 
vigilance of the police, he was feized and 
committed to piifon. 

Catharine only liberated him from con- 
finement, to fend him into exile. After 
travelling many weeks in a covered fledge, 
over a fnowy wafte, furrounded by almoft 
perpetual darknefs, he arrived at Tobolflcy 
in Siberia ; where he learned that he was to 
be further fent on to Kamfchatka. Near a 
year elapfed between his departure from 
Peterfburgh, and his arrival at that faVage 

Y 2 and 
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9nd fcqueftcrcd extremity of the Ruffian 
Empire. Having traverfcd the immenfe 
portion of ^Ca which feparates ^ibena from 
pamfchafka, he fouqd on his arrival a 
number qf exiles, fome among whom had 
beep his friends and companions After 
receiving fire-arms, they were ordered to 
provicje then owp fubfiftence, and hhewife 
to fiimifti a pertain number of fnrs and 
fables for the ufe of the Emprefs , thofe 
articles conftltuUng the pnnapal fourcc^ 
of her revenue 

Unfubdued by the nature of his Ctua- 
tipn, which feemed to preclude hope, as 
well as affiftance, Bemowficy conceived the 
daring projefl: of firft hberaung himfclf, 
ifnd then of efcaping from the domimons 
of Catharine, blaving concerted meafures 
for the purpofe with his compamons, who 
offered to follow ipid to penfli with him, 
they attacked the Ruffiap guard, and put 
ihero ro the fword Without loCng an ip- 
flant, Bemowlky marched againft the fort, 
entered it, and cut to pieces the gamfon, 

together 
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together with the governor hiinfelf, after 
a defpeiate refiftance. They then feized 
oh all the fulrs m the public magazines, 
W'hich they put on board a veffel, con-^ 
ilru£led for the purpofe of rhaking difeo-^ 
veries among the Archipelago that is fcat- 
teied in the unknown ocean between Afia 
and Arheiica. Accompanied by near a hun- 
dred of his followers, he fet fail, deftitute of 
almoft any means except defpair, for navi- 
gating through latitudes equally inclement, 
as they are unexploied by navigators* 

In the courfe of his voyage, Beniowlky 
had to encounter every calamity by which 
human natUie could be alTailed. Famine, 
ficknefs, mutiny, terapeR, and fhipwieck, 
threatened by turns to terminate his lo- 
mantic life and adventures. After vainly 
attempting to navigate nbrth, by the Frozen 
Ocean that furrounds the Pole, he Rood to 
the foiith 5 reached, he ptetehds, fome of 
the idands of Japan ; and was hofpitably 
received by the , natives. In the ifland of 
Formofa, rendered famous by the pretended 

Y 3 HiRory 
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Hiftory of Pialmanalar, \yherc ie hkewifc 
landed , he entered (I cannot clearly under- 
Hand on what pretence,) into hoRilmes 
with the natives, which were prodnflive of 
very fangmnary confequenccs. He finally 
entered the nvcr of Macao in China, 
whence he returned to Europe. It u im- 
poffible to contemplate fiich an enterpnze, 
without a mixture of aftonilhmcnt and ad-i 
miration, mixed with mcrcduhty The 
expedition of the Argonauts, fo celebrated, 
in antiquity, the chiefs of which were 
raifed by poftenty to almoft divine honors , 
cannot bear the fmalleft companfon m real 
danger or difiiculty, with Bemowlky’s navi- 
gation Columbus himfelf had not greater 
impediqienta with which to ftruggle, firom 
the fears, the mfubordiuation, and the fu- 
perlhtion of his followciB, who were many 
times about to feize and to mafiacre him. 

The French Cabinet, which under the 
late rdign, during the period when it was 
governed by the Duke de Choifeul, had 
originally protefted and even aided tlic 

Polilh 
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Polifli confederates, extended its notice to 
Beniowfky. Deeply imprelTcd ■with his 
aftonifhing comage and fuccefs, the Duke 
d’Aiguillon, Choifeurs fucceffoi, not only 
caufed him to be giacioufly received in 
France, "where he landed on his return to 
Europe j but has fince conferred on Beni- 
owfky various military^ pecuniary, and ho- 
norary marks of the bounty of the Crown, 
This extraordinary adventurer was fooii 
afterwards fent out to Madagafcar, a part 
of the globe to -uTich the' Cabinet of 
Verfailles has long directed its attention ; 
and with the interior,' as well as produc- 
tions of which Country, they are far better 
acquainted than ouifelves, or any European 
nation. I am aflured that he has already 
rendered to Louis the Sixteenth very im- 
portant fervices there; and it is imagined 
that he will be again difpatched thither, 
to inveftigate more minutely the refources, 
commercial and political, of that unknown 
and extenlive ifland. He is at prefent on 
a vifit here- to his native .country, where 

y 4 his 
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his furpnzing adventures and defperate 
atchievementB have fecured him the moft 
flattering reception People of every rank, 
crowd round him to hear the ilory of his 
efeape, which he recounts with a coldneft, 
and even phlegm, that encreafes its effefl 
The lineaments of his countenance cor- 
refpond wonderfully with his atchieve- 
ments , and his whole figure, which is ro- 
buft and ingorous, conveys the idea of de- 
termined intrepidity Dimng his campaigns 
in Poland, he received numerous wounds, 
particularly one in the haunch, which has 
much difahled him from exertions of afh- 
vity When he repofes his body on the 
wounded fide, which is greatly contraGcd 
in confcqtience of the mufcles having been 
intcrfeQed, he appears of a middle fizc 
But, when he nfes on the other leg, he 
fnddenly becomes near fix feet m height 
It IS fuppofed that his flay here wdl not be 
long, and that he means foon to return to 
France, in the miUtary fervice of which 
Crown be is engaged Should he ever by 

any 
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any accident fall, into tlie hands of the 
Ruffians, Catharine would probably offer 
him up as a vidtim, to the number of her 
fubjedts whom Beniowlky put to death. 
But, of fuch an event there feems little or 
no probability. 

In ray next, I may perhaps be able to 
conjedfure with more affurance, as to the 
certainty of peace. At this moment, eveiy 
thing befpeaks a continuance of tranquil- 
llty. 
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kctfim/lraKies of Trujfta, rtfptStngtbt Ba- 
varian SucaJJim Amcdda if Marjbal fatj 

• — Anrcdoici cf Gmcral Laudohn. 

Vimnl Ftirtary l6th, 1778 
QlNCE T wrote laft, the pohtica] fky is 
again become daih, and feems to 
portend a temped, though perhaps it may 
not be immediate. The flattenng indica- 
tions of peace, if not vaniflied, arc at lead 
obfeured , and Bavana, it appears, may 
yet invoU e the Empire m war Refidance 
IB not howerer, espeQed from the Cabinet 
of Munich, nor from, that of Manheim. 
On the contrary, we know that the Elcflor 
Palatmc, Dukeof Bavaria, has already figneJ 
a treaty with this Court, by wluch he com- 
pletely cedes the conteded diftndls to Maria 
Thcrcfa. But, from another quarter, s ery 
drong oppofition has anfen. The Duke 
of Deux-ponts, far from acqtiicfcing m 

the 
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tlie renunciations of ^ the Eledor, his uncle, 
‘ has had a confidential interview at Potzdam 
■with Erederic, for the purpofe of effedually 
oppofing any difmemberment of his future 
inheritance. All the , alio dial, or perfonal 
property of the deceafed Eledor of Bavaria, 
is claimed by his fifter, the Eledrefs Dowa- 
ger of Saxony. , 

Their- joint reclamations might, never- 
thelefs, be unavailing, if Prufila could be 
incfuced to remain paffive. But, however 
averfe he may be to war, 'the King has 
manifefted his refolution pot to permit fo 
vaft an incorporation of territory to be 
effeded, v>^ithout remonftrance. He has 
already united hirafelf with Saxony, taken 
the troops of the Eledor into his pay, 
and fent reiterated memorials to Prince 
Kaunitz, ftatlng the injuftice of the pre- 
tenfions of theTmperial Court. No fymp- 
toms however- of a difpofition to yield, 
or even to concede, are vifible here. The 
language held by Auftria, is high, firm, and 
aim oft indignant. If we may believe re* 
14 ^ port. 
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port, or form a judgment from appear-* 
antes, the Emperor d^fifes a rujiture ra-* 
thet than an actommoditioh. Never was 
the Houfe Of Auftna in better prepara-* 
tton for war ArtiUefy, troops, firlailces, 
all are ready on the thortell notice. They 
reckon likewife on Fxcdenc s age, on hij 
inabilities of body, and relutlance to corn- 
nut his tame, as well as his acquilitions, to 
hazard Perhaps, they reafon well At 
all events, it is curious to contraft the con- 
duit of the fame Prince in 1741, with his 
prefent Ime of aition in 1778 He began 
his reign by attacking Mana Tberela, with- 
out provocation , by burlling in upon Si- 
leGa, and overturmng the tranquillity of 
Germany, in order to aggrandize his do- 
minions In the evening of life, deGrous 
of peace, he Gowly roufes himfelf from 
repofe , remonftrates, inftead of marching 
into Bohemia, and prefents himfelf as 
a barrier againft the Impenal ambition, 
which menaces the indcpendance, as well as 
the mtegiity, of the Gcrmamc Syftem 

Already 
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Already vailous regiments, pardcularly fe-^ 

% 

yeral of cavalry, are under orders to m^rch 
towards Bohemia and Moravia, Thofe of 
Lacy, and of Jofeph Colloredo, are arrived 
here, in their way to Prague or to Olmutz. 
No one doubts, that if a war fliould eventu- 
ally take place, the Emperor means to ferve 
in perfon ; but, the principal conduct of the 
campaign would he probably committed 
to the “ duo Eulmina Belli,” Marflial Lacy, 
and General Laudohn, If we except the 
King of Pruffia, and Prince Henry his bro- 
ther ; they may be juftly accounted thegreat- 
- eft commanders of the prefect century, in 
their different lines. The Emprefs Q^een 
is fortunate in being able to entruft her 
caufe to fuch leaders. With Marfhal Lacy 
I have the honor to be acquainted, and to 
meet him fometimes in private fociety. 
He is now approaching towards his fixtieth 
year ; but, it is impoflible not to perceive, 
that when yoUng, he muft have been 
very handfome. ' In his perfon he is tall 
^nd thin ; his co'mplexjon fallow, and his 

features 
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featurfcs finalL He has the figure, deport- 
ibcnt, and manners of a man of quality , 
but, there is in them ftiU more of the 
cburtier and the gentleman, than of the 
foldier Grave, and fomewhat diftant on 
firfl acquamtance, he becomes afterwards 
pleafing and tommumcative He Ipeahs 
French with equal eafe and elegance , en- 
tertains magnificently, and his table is 
ferved with no lefs dehcacy than profiifion. 
Though ndw advancing fall to old age, 
he preferves a youthful appearance, and 
though he has been fix times wounded by 
ranlket-balls, he enjoys perfed: health , all 
the bnllets having iieen evtrafled, with- 
out injury t6 his conlbtution In his youth, 
he Cicnficed to pleafure and dilllpation, 
but at prefent he hves rented, mutes little 
with the gay world, and paffes the evening 
of an aaive life, in the enjoyment of a 
dignified repofe. PoBefTed of an immenfe 
fortube, partly tranfimtted to him by de- 
feent, and partly acquired in the courfe 
of long and bonorible fervicc , he ufes it 
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as one, who, while he knows the value of 
riches, is neverthelefs fuperior to them. 
Of an elevated mind, above the little arts 
of intrigue, or of Court cabal ; he is not lefs 
refpedted than beloved, by the Sovereigns ^ 
whom' he'ferves. 

Lacy is by no means, like Laudohn, a 
foldier of fortune, though he has rifen by 
his talents. His extradlion and family aie 
Iiilh, but he was boin in Ruffia. Son of 
the famous Marlhal Lacy, who, in con- 
jundion with. Munich, commanded the 
Mufcovite armies againft the Turks, and 
obtained fo many vidories over them in the 
lafl: years of the Empiefs Anne ; it was in 
that great fchool he firft learnt the ait of 

I 

war. I have heard him fay, that his father 
fent him to ftudy at Lignitz in Silelia, and 
afterwards at Vienna. In 1 740, about the 
time of Maria Therefa’s accelEon, he en- 
tered the Auftrian fervice, as an Enfign in 
fhe regiment of Count Brown, afterwards 
Marlhal Brown, who was killed at the battle 
of Prague. Having diflinguifhed himfelf 

by 
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a thouiand aOs of pcribnal coiwagCy 
aftivity, and abibty, he rofe fo rapidly to 
the rank of IVlajor, that at the coniincncc- 
tnent of the war of 1756, he was already a 
Colonel, and foon became Major-General 
But, to Daun’s protcdlion and fiiendfliip, he 
■was principally indebted for his ilevauon 
a patronage ■which Lacy repaid by the moll 
eflential fcrvices. Daun always had recourfe 
to him when under embarralfments, and 
l»acy conftantly urged the Marflial to mca- 
furesof deafion I hare already Ipokenelfe- 
where, of Finck’s furrender at Maxen, and 
of the retreat from Toigau , on both which 
occafions, luicy acquired immortal honor 
He has been accufed of not advancing 
to Lauddhn s aflillance, when that Ge- 
neral was beaten by Fredcnc at Lignitz , 
but, the charge is umycrfally admitted to 
be unjulh 

A degree of coldnels, approaching to n- 
vahty, 18 howcverfuppofedtofubGft between 
them, fuch as ealled in the lall century be- 
tween Condd and Turenne. Thqr charac- 
ters. 



' COURT ut berliIt, €tc. 33Jf 

terS, itianners, arid talents, are indeed, very* 
diffimilar. Lacy is not meiely one of the 
firfl; commanders of his time, admitted to be 
fuperior evert to Laudohn in the theory of 
war, in the fcience of tafliits^ and in the 
judicious choice of giound for encamp-^ 
ments j he is equally formed for the Ca- 
binet and the diawing-room, as for the 
field. Enjoying the moft diftinguilhed 
place' in the Emperor’s confidence and af- 
fedtion, that Prince vifits him at all hours, 
converfes with him on matters of bufinefs 
while the Marfhal is drcffing, and confults 
him on every point. Nor is it only on mili- 
tary or political fubjedts, that Jofeph applies 
to him for advice and afliftance. Lacy is 
the depofitory of his moft fecret thoughts ; 
participates hiS' domeftic troubles; and 
foothes him in thofe moments of dejedlion, 
difappointment, and chagrin, to which a 
divided fovereignty is peculiaily liable. 
In the difficult fcience of provifioning an 
army, Lacy has no equal ; and he is allowed 
to be the beft Adjutant- General in Eu- 
VOL. % rope. 
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rope. To him, the whole arrangement, 
diftribation, and managcracilt of the Auf- 
tnan 'forces is committed in time of peace 
The fpint of order, fuftamed by judicious 
economy, which ebara^henze him, enable 
Lacy to regulate with cafe fo complicated, as 
well as fo immcnfe a machine. When we 
refle<fl on thefe circumftances, we fhall not 
be furpnzed that he has attained, and we 
muft admit that he deferves, the high Ctu- 
ation and fortune of which he is in pof- 
fcITion. 

With Laudohn I have not the bappU 
nefe to-be equally well acquainted, becaufe, 
though he underftands French tolerably 
well, he never converfes in that language 
He fpcaks German, and likcwifc Ruffian 
impcrfcdly, onoccalions, but, in company 
hia habitual referve rarely forfakes him 
Naturally modeft, 'taatuni, and lliy, he 
fcarcely -exer obtrudea his opinions on any 
fubjctft, and mthcrTCUrcs from notice, than 
folicits .admiration. As he has no houfe in 
Vienna, he refidcs at this time on his 

• eflUtc, 
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cflnce, abniit two leagues off, on the road 
I.intr, in great pnvacyj coming fomc- 
hut jarely, to pay his Coiut to the 
Sovcriign^ or tlie hiiniiUus* Among the 
laucr, Ptiucc Kiunit/ alone treats him witli 
mniks of incnddiip and ddlindiom Nei- 
ther his cdiicaimj'., his manner'^, nor his 
Inhit'^, quajif) him indeed for the great 
nmhh In a miNcd company he i^ loll, 
unlcfs the difeourfe turn upon war. Then 
his countenance fuddeuly lights up, and he 
becomes animated, eloquent, in a woul a 
dilTcrent man. I ha\c witnciFcd \silh plca- 
furc this I ran lit ion. 

Gcncial Laudohn, for he has not )ct 
been created a lucid Marilial, thougli Fre- 
deric addicITcd him as fneh at the intcr- 
aiew of Neifs ; is now about fiMy-two 
years of age, fornewhat infirm, though 
originally of a tough and vigorous confli- 
tution. Subjedh to violent difoidcrs of 
the ftomach and bowch, which frequently 
till eaten his life, it is to be feared that one 
of tbefe attacks may prove fatal to him. 

Z 2 £ikc 

1 
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Like Lacv, he nfes in height above the 
middle ilze , hut Laudohn conveys only the 
idea of a foldier, rough, inelegant, and 
mured to damps Hij face is long and 
meagre, his features coarfe and dark j more, 
I heheve, from the effeil of hardihips, 
tJian from their natural formation He 
rt’ears his otvn hair, which time has con- 
fiderably thinned, and prcfdnts to common 
eyes, a lank and bony figure, dclbtutc of 
animation or addrefs. Under fuch an ex- 
tenor arc concealed thofe talents, which 
have reridered him fo jufily celebrated, 
and which, on more than one occafion, 
have fliaken the PrufTian Throne The 
J.mperor, if he docs not honor him with 
the fame marks of perfonal confidence 
which he fliews to Lacy, is ncvcrtheleCi 
deeply imprelfed with a fenfe of his part 
ferviccs, and a conviClion of his gneat abi- 
lities. As a General, the quality which 
peculiarly charaiflcnzes him, is the rapidity 
and dccifion of his movements After 
viewing the ground, and reconnoitring 

the 
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the pofition.of the enemy, he -takes his 

1 

refolution in a moment,' and executes it 
' with the velocity of lightning. He is un- 
able to aft by a long train of refleftion, 
which only lenders him irrefolute, as 
he ,himfelf declares ; and it is commonly 
afferted even by thofe who moft admit his 
.claims to fuperior excellence, that he is not 
formed to direfl the cornplicated opeiations 
of a campaign. . 

Laudohn is .by birth a -Livonian, born 
iii or' about the year 1716, when that 
-province was already, fubjefted by the aims 
of Peter' the Great. His father was only 
a Lieutenant in the Ruffian armies, of 
Scotch extraftion, -being defcende 4 from 
^the family of Loudon, -though the ortho- 
- graphy of the name has undeigone fome 
-alteration in the lapfe of time, or in the 
change of country. It reflefls no little 
’ . honor on the 'Scottiffi and Iriffi -nations, 
ithkt they have given fo • many illuftrious 
' commanders to Europe, during the -courfe 
. pf the piefent xentuiy. ^Keith, - Brown, 

z 3 Elphin- 
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TEIptimftooe, Lacy, Laudohn, as well as 
various others of infenor reputation whom 
I could name, m the Impenal, Ruflian, 
Saxon, and Pruffian fervice, are proofs of 
the alTernon. At a very early penod of 
life, Laudohn, as much from neceffity as 
from inclination, embraced the profeffion 
of arms, and he adlually fought in the 
ranks, as a pnvate foldier, under the Inn- 
penal Generals, dunng the war of rydd, 
between the Emperor Charles the Sixth 
mid France. When peace was concluded 
two years afterwards, finding himfelf with- 
out provifion of any kind, be was again 
compelled to feek for employment. At 
the other e.vtremity of Europe, the Era- 
prcfs of Ruflla, Anne, bad juft engaged m 
hoftiliues with the Turks , and it is indif- 
putable that Laudohn walked from Heidel- 
berg in the Palatinate, to the hanks of the 
Black Sea, with his knapfack on his Ihoulder 
Lacy and Mumch being then occupied m 
the Cege of Ocaakow, Laudohn ferved 
pndcr them , as he did during the whole 

progrefs 
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1 \VTien Laudohn attuned to the tank of 
Captain, Pnnce Kaunit? firft diftmgmfhed 
him, and honcfred him with proofs of 
, pccuhar efteem , a ctrcmnllance, of which 
that Minifter is with reafon vain. Dnni)g 
the w4r of l^+t, ho was wounded, and it 
us the only matenal hurt he ever received 
-in the courfe of fo mfiny campaigns 

The eminent femces which he rendered to 
jSlaipaThercfa between 1757 and 1763, were 
Tewarded by her after the late peace, witl\ 
the donation of an eftate in fyloraiqa. She 
- afterwards purchafed it of him for the furii 
of eighty thoufand flonns, dr ahoUt feven 
thoufand pounds fterling, and he may 
now be eftcemed wealthy, according to the 
eftimation of competence m Apftna. His 
njilitary appointments, -which in time Of 
peace, do npt fall fbort of near a thoufand 
pfailnds fterlmg a year, will be greatly aug- 
mented in cafe pf a war, os there can be 
1 po doubt of his feryiccs being wanted , 

, -and' his private fortune 15, befides, ample 
We aye pleafed, pihen we Teflefl that fo 
■■ jllullnous 
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iHuftnous a Tnan,, is not-fubjedlcd in his 
age to any privations ; and that he cannot 
complain of the ingratitude or negiqdl of 
thofe whom he has feived. But, >if he has 
ekperienced the bounty of the, Sovereign, 
or the protection of the Minifter, he has 
felt not lefs fenfibly the^jealoufy of the^ 
courtiers, as well as the enmity of the nobi- 
^ lity. They treat his perfon with cold aliena- 
tion ; accufe liim of being unfit, from the 
conftitutional melancholy of his temper, to 
contilbute to the pleafures of fociety ; and 
even attempt to attribute his'^greatefl: exploits 
more to fortune than to meiit. There are 
neverthelefs, even 'in Vienna, many perfons 
of the highefl; rank, who do jufiice to his 
fuperior abilities, and who confider him 
'as the heft prop of the Auftrian greatnefs 
in a time of war. 

^ It might be invidious, and even improper, 
to attempt a clofe comparifon between two 
living commanders, "who have diftinguifhed 
themfelves fo much in different lines, and 
wfio laurels to thofe 

which 
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■which they ha\c already acquired We 
may howerer lafely aflert-that Lacy’s ta- 
lents are more univerlal, Landohn’s more 
concentrated One is greater m the theory 
of war, m the vaft detad reqmGte for 
enablmg an army to aG ■with effefl, and in 
combinmg or direGing a variety of mi- 
litary operations. Tlie other has no equal 
In rapid, decifive, and fuccefsful cxecuuon. 
Lacy 18 more refpeGed at Vienna Lau- 
'dohn IS more dreaded at i Berlin. TIic 
former enjoys all the eonfidence of Jofeph, 
the latter poffeffes all the edeem of Fredenc 
If the Aullnan officer looks up to the firfl, 
the Auftnan foldier has his eye fixed on the 
fecond, crowds to his llandard, and elleems 
himfclf certain of viGory, under fuch a 
leader Both have performed the moll 
fignal fervices. But, it rvould be unjull to 
compare the affair of Maxen, or the retreat 
of Torgau, where Lacy afled in a fubor- 
dinate capacity under Daun , wi(h the cap- 
ture of Glatz and Schweidnitz, or the 'ic- 
tory of Landfhut, m all which Laudolm 
commanded 
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commanded without a fuperior. If Lacy 
is more confidered by the prefent age, 
in the circle where he moves ^ Laudohn 
will probably fill a much higher place in 
the volume of fame, in diftaiit tinges, and 
among foreign nations, when the little 
malignities, prejudices, and partialities of 
the hour are buried in oblivion.^ But it 
is time that I clofe this letter. 
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‘ " IrETTER XlTl' 

I 

frsfaretiihu for War — JfrTVat' if Troefi . — 
, Croau j — Eij^reft^^eon*i E^epu^iancc io HfhU 
/Wf —yidvqptagei ptffeffcd Jr( Trvfia, — Effinis. 
ff iho Arcbdiicbofi Cbrtfitna to prpwpi a Rup- 
turf — Prvpo/aion <f difmarftl^n^ Vienna, — Tbc 
Jmfertal Pqlace, 

Vft»l, ?,Isni 19U] 17,8 
«-p'HE die feemi at length to be thrown, 
and war u about to begin as foon as 
the feafon will permit This city, which lefa 
than four months ago, when I amved here, 
prefented a piQure of general tranquillity, 
IS now transformed into an Arfenal The 
llreets, as well as the pubhc places, arc 
crowded with cannon,ammunition, baggage, 
and all the apparatus of an approachmg cam- 
paign. Eveiy day, new regiments arrive , 
who, after having been reviewed, contmue 
their march towards Bohemia or Moravia. 

Nothing 
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Kolli’ing can convey a more (Iriking idea 
of tile gjcnlncfh of the Houfc of AuRiia, 
the magnitude of its rofourccs, the cvicnc 
of its dominion, and the nniuher of pro- 
vinces fubjc^l to blaria Tlicrcfa, than the 
fccnc to n Inch I am daily a v itnefs. From 
the fliorc of the Adriatic, and irom the foot 
of the Appcnninc. to the fionticrs of IMol- 
da\ia and Walachia, troops arc conRantly 
pouring in to m-unlain iici quanel. Al- 
banians. Croats, Hungarians, and Italians, 

fucccfTivcIy arrive under the tvallb of Vi- 
¥ 

enna. So manv difTcicnt nations, united in 
one ca\»fc, remind me of the fd3uloiis ages 
of the Earth, vdicn all Greece, or the IcRcr 
Afia, Rocked to a common flandard, and 
fought undci the lame leader. 

It is in the ii regular foices which Maria 
Therefa can bring into the field, that flic 
polTeffcs a great fupenority over her adver- 
far). The Croats and Hungarians, fierce, 
undifc'filincd, and fubjedted to fcarccly 
eny mibtary laws, are attached to the Houfc 
of Auftria by prejudices and prcdilcdlions 

of 
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of religion, manners, and education, fiecll** 
iiar to themfeivca Frederic has no troops 
of a fimdar defcnption to oppofe to them, 
equally faithful and loyal The Croat 
rarely or never deferta he is even incapa-^ 
citated by his ignorance of German, from 
mixmg mtimately with the foldiers of that 
nation A degree of pnmeval nidenefs 
and fimphaty tharafienzes them, totally 
unlike the fpint which ammatca the mer- 
cenary ftipendiary of modem armies. Fa- 
thers of famdies, followed by them fons, at 
the command of their Sovereign, cheer- 
fully quit their habitations pn the diftant 
banka of the Drave, the Teifs, and the 
Lower Danube, to Ipill them blood m her 
caufe. Hitherto the Croats have nener 
been confidered as regular troops , but, it 
IS now intended to clothe and difciphnc 
them like the other regiments in the Auf- 
tnan fervice. It is a fight equally novel 
and pleafing, to fee thefe corps arrive, 
drelfed in the rude garb of their rcfpeflivo 
provinces, and prcfenting in their whole 
15 appear- 



COURT OF BLRtIN, etC. 55I 

appearance, a contraft to the foldler of 
every other European fcrvice. From the 
great magazines In the ncighhouihoocl of 
this city, they aic furnifiicd with arms, 
accoutrements, and all other rcquifitcs, be- 
fore they profccutc thcii marcli towards the 
frontiers. 

Maria Therefa deiivcs ncvcilhclcfs, little 
gratification or pleafure from thefe exhi- 
bitions of her power, and teftimonics of 
affection to her perfon. It is no longci a 
fecret that llie deprecates a rupture, and 
is reludantly dragged fonvard by her fon. 
From the moment that intelligence arrived 
of the Elector of Bavaria’s death, fire forc- 
faw with regret its probable confcquences. 
Having pafled the adlive period of life, 
and only defirous of repofe, lire is nof to 
be roufed by objects of ambition, or im- 
pelled by a recolleftion of paid injuries 
fuftained from Prufita. Thofe who have 
accefs to her, witnefs the dejection of her 
fpirits, and the agitation of her mind on 
the arrival of every courier: they fee her 

eyes 
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eyes- perpetually red xntb, tvecping, or fuZ-r 
fufed, in tears Inftead of demoilftraUng 
her latfsfaflion at the promputude, with 
■fthich her orders for putting the Auftnan 
forces in motion, have been obeyed , flic 
averts her eyes from every dilplay of her 
mihtary ftrength Only a few days ago, 
when one 6f the fined regiments m the 
fttvicc arrived from Mantua, on ihe Efpla- 
nade, under the walls of Vienna, no en- 
treaties could induce her to looL upon 
them, from the apartments of the palace. 
She runs -with eagetnefr to dole the (but- 
ters, whenever troops pafs under her win- 
dows. ‘Anxious to prevent lb great a 
calamity as war, (he palfes half her time 
id prayer, and yedeiday flic remained for 
three hours on her knees, in the Cathedral, 
invoking the Divine blefling to aid her ef- 
forts for maint-uning the peace of Germany 
Prince Kaumtz is gloomy, thoughtful, and 
lefs communicative in fociety His fitu- 
ation, which is a Angular one, demands 
confummate addrefs, m order, while he 

preferves 
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piefcrvcs the afleflion of the mother, not 
to iriitatc, or alienate the fon. During his 
long aclminiftration, he has not, probably, 
found himfelf in fo painful, oi fo delicate a 
predicament. The Emperor alone appears 
unalfe(^lcclly gay, conflantly in adlion, on 
horfeback before the fun is rifen, and ready 
to receive with alacrity the various bodies 
of troops on their arrival. 

* Whatever may be the final event of the 
war which impends, two great advantages 
attend Pruffia at its commencement. The 
firfl; refults fiom the juflice of the caufc in 
which Frcdeiic is engaged : for, even here 
in Vienna, the claims of the Houfe of 
Auflria aie by no means confidcred as in- 
conteftable. In addition to fo important a 
circumftance, which is neither to be de- 
fpifed nor forgotten, we fliould recolledb 
the alliance and co-operation of Saxony. 
That fertile and powerful Eledlorate, co- 
vering the whole frontier of Biandenburgh, 
is already in Frederic’s poffelhon, and muft 
be protedted by his arms. If it is the 
VOL. I. A A , caufe 
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caufe of the German Empire in general, it 
13 the caufe of Saxony in a fpccial manner, 
for which he is about to {hake off the me 
finnmes of age, and to appear agam m tlie 
field Supported by the Saxons, while he 
is fupphed from Mifnui and Lulatia with 
provifions, he can commence offenfive ope- 
rations, and render Bohemia the immediate 
theatre of war His intimate knowledge 
of that country, where he has made fo 
many campaigns, touft neceffanly give him 
a vaft fupenonty, and perhaps enable him 
to wreft the northern provinces from Mana 
Thercfii. _ 

Befides the other motives which impel 
the Eynprefs Queen to deplore hofbhues, is 
the peculiar poGtion of hen daughter, the 
Archduchefa Chriftina. That Pnneefs, who 
IS tenderly beloved by, Maria Thcrefa, was 
piarned near twelve ^cars ago to Pnnee 
Albert of Saxony, fon to the late King of 
Poland, and nncle of the reigmng Elcflor 
He has ever fince refided pnncipally in the 
Cpurt of Viennaj and he has apartments 
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ia the Imperial palace. Having been con- 
flitiitcd Governoi of Hungar)'', be and the 
Archdiicbcfs occupy the caflle of Pielburg; 
but they are now here on a vifit to the 
Hmpicfs, over whom her daughter pof- 
felTes a great afeendant. She is warmly 
attached to hci hufband ; who, on his part, 
fiom intereft, as welkas from a fenfe of honor 
and gratitude, feels himfclf not Icfs bound 
to efpoufc the Auhiian caufe, and to died, 
if ncccnary, his blood in the picfcnt quarrel. 
As it is fuppofed that he will command 
one of the armies deflined to aift againft 
the common enemy ; in the difeharge of 
that duty, it may be his lot to enter Dref- 
den, and to defolate the dominions of the 
family from v;hicli he fpi ings. Such a con- 
fli(3; of principles and obligations, cannot fail 
to be deeply painful to a mind of fenfibi- 
lity. The Archduchefs, his wife, is known 
to be affeded bv it in the livelieft manner. 
She deprecates the pro^e<5t of a rupture, 
which muft involve her hufband in un- 
fpeakable embarralfments ; and fhe has 

A A 2 
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more than once fhrown herfelf at her mo- 
ther’s feet, conjuring her with tears, while 
It 18 ftill time, to recede from her preten- 
fions on the Bavarian fucceffion, and to 
flop the effuGon of hitman blood. The 
Emperor can neither be unacquamted with 
this fafl, as may naturally be prefumed , 
nor 13 he ignorant of the Archduchefs’s in- 
fluence over the Emprefi It is polGble 
that he may one day refent, and even 
pumfli her oppofltion to his favonte mea- 
fures. 

The Canuval is now at an end, and 
Lent, which is here obferved with extra- 
ordmary rigor, m compliance with the 
Emprels's devotion, leaves me more at 
Icifurc to \iflt the pnnapal objefls of 
cunoGty m Vienna This capital conveys 
no mean idea of the grandeur 6f the Auf- 
tnan line, m whom are united fo many 
kingdoms and prownccj. Tbofe Tvbich 
bar e been ddfei ered from it in our own 
amc, within the lafl flfty years, would form 
of thetnfcK cs a potent Monarchy Naples, 

Sialy, 
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Sicily, Sardinia, Servia, Bofnia, and Silefia, 
all belonged to the late Empetor, Charles the 
Sixth, at different periods of his leign. Mar- 
fhal Colloredo told me, a few days ago, that 
lie had been in garrifon at Belgrade, at Mef- 
fina, and at Breflaw, when each of tliofe 
places formed a part of the Auftrian domi- 
nions. Vienna is not only populous, but 
the llieets are crowded with people of va- 
rious nations. In my walks, I conftantly 
meet with Hungarians, Greeks, Tuiks, and 
Poles, all habited in the peculiar diefs 
of their refpedtive countiies. Nothing is 
more pidlurefque and amufing than fuch a 
diverfity, which raiely occurs in London, 
or in Paris. 

It is not, however, the city of Vienna, 
flridtly fo denominated, which difplays 
either the extent or the magnificence of a 
capital, fuitable to the Chief of the Gei'- 
man Empire, the Sovereign of fo vaft a traft 
of Euiope. The necellity, whether real or 
imaginary, "of foitifying Vienna, contrads 
it to a very nariow compafs j indeed, to fo 

A A 3 fmali 
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fmall a fpacc, that I have -walked com- 
pletely round the ramparts, at a quick pace, 
within fifty minutes. But, the fuburbs, 
which inveft it like a belt, an^ which are 
only feparated from it by the Efplanade, are 
far fupenor m magnitude, as well as in 
beauty and elegance, to the city itfelf 
There the great nobility pnncipally refide 
in fummer, when not abfeot on their 
eflatea, or not fcrving m the field Probably, 
the next century will fee Vienna difmaotled, 
and rendered, like Peterfbnrgh or Berlin, 
an open place I b^ivc heard the quefiion 
frequently agitated during my ftay here, 
whether it might not be made fo at this 
time, without danger The Turks arc no 
longer terrible, as they were in the fix- 
tcenth century, and the fiege of 1683, 
when Leopold fled to Paflau, will not be 
fpeedily renewed in our time. Againft the 
Ring of PnilTia, the mod formidable adver- 
fary of the Houfc of Auffria, the Danube 
alone forms almod a fiifficicnt proteilion, if 
guarded by the Imperial forces cr|trcnched 

bchiqcl 
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bcliuid tlic liver. 'But/ Maria Thcicfa has 
not yet forgotten that in 1741, the Fiench 
and Bavarians advanced to St.Polten, fcaicc- 
ly four leagues diRant; and that in 1758, 
when Frederic bcficgcd Olmiitz, tciioi and 
confternation peivadcd Vienna. The le- 
collcdion of thefe difaRrous fcencs is too 
deeply impicffcd on hei memoiy, ever to 
be crafed ; and as often as the fubjcfl of 
difmantling Vienna has been mentioned to 
her, flic exclaims, “ I have already twice 
“ fecn this city a liontier garrifon, expofed 
‘‘ to hourly attack : I will not unnecefla- 
“ rily expofe myfclf to fimilai or greatei 
“ misfoi tunes in my old age.” It is how- 
ever, more than poRible, that Jofeph, wdicn- 
cvei he fiicceeds liis mother, may adopt an 
oppofitc line of policy and conduct. 

The palace of the “ Favorita,” fo fre- 
quently mentioned by Lady Woitley Mon- 
tague, in which Charles the Sixth expired, 
is now converted by his daughtei, into a 
feminary of education. Nevei was any re- 
fidence lefs princely, or even commodious, 
B-efembling rather a Nunnery, than the ha- 

A A 4 bitation 
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bitation of a Sovereign, Hands m one of 
the ftreets of a dofly fuburb, without the 
fmalleft court or area in front, and com- 
manding no profpedl whatever The “ Belvi- 
“ dere,” which belonged to the great Prince 
Eugene, and which was purchafed by Mana 
Therefa, from his only daughter and heirefs, 
the Pnuoels of Saxe Hilburghaufen, is far 
piore fplendid. Conftrufled on a fine emi- 
nence, at the extremity of the Cannthian 
fuburb, It enjoys an extenfive view, termi- 
nated to the fouth by the lofty mountains 
of Styna. Magnificent as it is, none of the 
Imperial Family ever inhabit it , and the 
Emperor has, therefore, converted it into a 
repofitory for paintmgs. Some of the houfes 
of the great nobility far exceed in beauty, 
as well as m elegance and grandeur, either 
the “ Favonta,” or the “ Belvidcre.” 

The Imperial palaec itfclf, whieh 13 fitu- 
ate withm the walls of Vienna, where both 
the Emprels Queen, the Emperor, and fo 
many other members of their Family are 
lodged, conveys fcarcely any idea of the Ma- 
jefly of the modem Cadars, the fucceliors 
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of Charlemagne, ^nd the pretended icprc- 
fentatlvcs of AuguRus. A vaft, confufed . 
mafs of building, without fymmetry, plan, 
or architcdlurc, it confifts of fetMral courts 
communicating with each other, eredted in 
different age-^, and occupying a prodigious 
Ipace ; but deftitute of any, even the fmallcft 
garden. The apartments which licr Impe- 
rial Majefly inhabits, arc indeed plcafant, 
becaufe they have a fouihern afped, and 
in \\ inter may be faid to form a comfort- 
able, if not a princely rcfidence : but, before 
the end of May, the heat commonly renders 
them infupportable. Within the circuit of 
the palace, are not only comprifed vaiious 
houfes, appropriated to fomc of the gicat- 
Oflicers of State and Miniftcrs, who aic 
lodged at the expence of the Sovereign ; 
it includes befidcs, in its immenfe circum- 
ference, a fuperb Manege; the German 
play-houfe ; the royal libraiy; the cabinet 
of natural hiftor)’-; the jewel- office, where 
are preferved the Imperial and Bohemian 
Clowns ; no lefs than three chapels, in one 
of which the Emprefs ufually hears mafs 
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every day , and the “ Jen de Pauine,” or 
Racket Courp The Emperor plays fre- 
quently at this game, in which he is tole- 
rably CKpeft. I faw him yefterday, m a 
grey jacket, and thick worfted ftockmgs, 
engaged at it ibr a conCderable time, witli 
his brother-m law the Duke of Save Tef- 
chen, and two noblemen who made the 
party The evercife is violent, and might 
prove peculiarly fatal to the Emperor, who 
has an. anunlin in his leg WheA he is 
heated, the puKation of the artery is fo 
.^frrong, that it may be perceptibly felt with 
the~finger, through the thickcft ftockmg 
It 18 cunous to reflefl that the deihny of 
Germany and of Europe might be mafe- 
naily changed in an inllant, by the burihng 
of a blood-veffel, the coat of which cannot 
exceed the thicknefs of a wafer 

Early in the courfe of next month, I 
may ‘probably vifit Hungary , but I ihaH 
write again, before I quit this capital, 
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LETTER XIV. 

Af‘CcJo!a cf . — StiJk' cf Publtc AJJans* 

— Dip'irturc cf /•'V £r\fi:fcf, io jotn ihc Army 
VI Bvhcihia. 

VUS\\, p,'/, J77S. 

^KSTEAD of wearying you with details 
of the military prcpniations, whicli here 
occupy the attention and converfation of 
CTcr)'’ focicty ; let me, before I fet out for 
Buda, gratify }Our curiofity on another 
fubjedt. You aflc, wlrcthcr I ]n\e fecn 
Mctaftafio, and you dcfiie to licar fome 
particulars relative to fo ilhiftiious a pcifon. 
He is fo little feen in Vienna, that a ftrangcr, 
unlefs intioduced to him at Ins own houfe, 
may pafs many months, I Iiad ahnoft faid 
years, without often meeting him. I have 
been tw'icc in company wdth him at Prince 
Colloredo’s, w^herc he is commonly found 
on great feflivals , but, neither his inclina- 
tion, his hate of healthy nor his period of 

life, 
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life, allow him to mix much w crowds 
To Pnnce Kauiutz’* he nercr comes , for 
the7 are not fin terms of amity Whether 
the mifunderftandmg has originated with 
the Mimfter, or may be attnbmed to the 
poet, IS a point much contefted, and 
on which I am unable to give a decided 
opimon. 

If however, he does not enjoy the Iriend- 
fhipof the Mmifter, he has, for dear fifty 
years, been conftantly honored with the 
fmiles of the Sovereign The inwtaQon of 
Charles the Sivth induced him to qmt 
Rome for Vienna, and the patronage of 
that Monarch fixed him here 'for life 
Though he has exchanged the bants of 
the Tyber, and the clallic air of Italy, for 
the ungemal chraate of the frozen Danube , 
his fancy does not appear to have fnifered 
cither in delicacy, or in luxuriance, from 
the tranfplantauon. Yet tiie late Emperor, 
whde he rewarded Metnftafio with munifi- 
cence, and loaded him with carelTcs, did not 
fcruple to fetter the powers of the poet, by 
impofing on hiq) laws fcarcely compatible 

vith 
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'wltli tlie enthufiafin of genius. Metaftafio, 

in compofmg his fitieft pieces, was always 
, { 
obliged to accommodate the opeia to the 

length of time which the Empeior indi- 
cated or commanded. Endowed with moic 
than oidiiiary fenfibility, it may naturally 
be fuppofed that he could not refill the 
effed. of beauty. The Countefs d’Altheini, 
one of the moft charming women of the 
Court of Vienna, was the objed of his 
paffion. She had been previoully beloved 
by Charles the Sixth himfelf, who was fup- 
pofed to have been admitted by her to the 
ufual piivileges of royal lovers ; nor was it 
till after the deceafe of his Impel ial rival, 
that Metaftafio ventured to divulge his 
flame. Even then, as if confcious of his 
temerity, he drew acrofs it the myfteii- 
ous veil of poetry and fidion. He has 
celebrated the' Countefs d’Altheim under an 
imaginary name, in various of his compo- 
fitions. Whether fhe returned his affedion, 
is doubtful; but Meteftafio’s attachment, 
like Petrarch’s for Laura, or Taflb’s for 

Leonora 
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Leonora d £ft£, never exceeded the limits 
of relpediful homage, and demanded no 
improper facnfices. 

This celebrated perfbn, who is now near 
eighty years of age, though he enjoys un* 
common health, begins to bend under the 
j)reirure of time Thofc who know him 
intimately, alTure me that he is exceedingly 
broken and altered within the laft five 
years. In his perfon he is /hort and thicl, 
but not corpulent His countenance is ex- 
preffive , his nofe difproportionately large, 
and hi8 complexion pale or rather fallow, 
like an Italian. He always wears the drcls 
of an Abb6, and nothing can be fo metho 
dical as his manner of Iilc. Metaftafio nfes 
betimes, goes out every day at a quarter 
before twelve to hear mafs, returns home, 
and dines punGually at two For near, or 
quite thirty years pad, he has nc\ cr dined 
out any where. In the evening he repairs 
conftantly, when his health permits, to the 
houfe of Madcmoifclle Figarolle She is a 
woman of quality, has a very cultivated 
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Plinth, and ihotigh no longci young, flic 
not coaieil lobe niriccablc ii\ IMotviflafio’s 

O 

opinion, whole atpclimcnt to hot is of 
antsontdalc. PiCvilcly aUtn he leaves licr, 
and refnes to uO. 

IJaKvi JL'’g(.n, IVeruIcnt of tlic AiiHc 
Council, dhivks \»nh Madv-nKulcllc Figa- 
rollc, hih fiionddup ami kifmc. They 
pafs muck of iheii iiinc togotlier, occupied 
in literary pnrluiO', pccnli.uK in F'c pcrnfal 
of the great v. liters of ant!(]uity. iMetaf- 
tafio fpeakb I'lcnch, atd comeifes in that 
language with facility; hut, hku every 
Italian, he prefers his nitive longue. He 
is well lodged, on a third llooi, in the 
“ Cole kiarcic,’’ and the apartments which 
he occupies, arc guon liiin by tlie Crown. 
^ klaiia Therefi, cnruloiK of hei fathci, 
during the coiufc ui her long icign, has 
diflingiiiflied him by every pofTiblc maik 
of favor and confidcralion. He leceivcs 
from Iici bounty at this time, an annual 
pcnfion of fiK tboufand lloiins, or near five 
hundred pounds flcrhng ; and if we except 
13 Voltane, 
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Voltaire, I bebeve he is, without dilpute, 
the wealthiefl poet now eijflmg in Europe. 
From his infancy he feems to hate been 
not lefs fa%ored by Fortune, than ennehed 
by Nature No pirfon here With whom I 
have converfed, ventures to aCert poGuvCly 
the name of his parents , and even the pre- 
cife place of his birth is hardly IcCi con- 
tefted than that of Homer hje was bOm 
cither m Tufeany, or in the Papal tcnito- 
nes, but, of an dngin very inferior and ob- 
fctire. 'When a boy, lihe Pope, “ he biped in 
" numbers ,” compofed verfes without effort 
oralmoft premeditation, and recited them m 
the ftreets of Rome, to Which city he had 
been earned in hia childhood. It was there 
that his uncommon powers excited the 
wonder and attention of Gravina, one of ^ 
the moll eminent legal praQitioners of Italy, 
m the beginning of the prefent ccntuiy 
Such wa^ their effeiS on him, that he tooL 
the boy home, educated him , and finding 
his capaaty expand with his years, Gravina 
adopted him, and made him heir to his 

httle 
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little foiLune. Even his real name is totally 
unknown, or at leaft very pioblematical. 

The denomination which he bears, and 

\ 

which he has rendered fo celebrated, was 
given him by Giavina, either to conceal 
his oiiginal name, or as a fubftitute; Me- 
taftalio being a word of Greek derivation, 
and evidently factitious. Charles the Sixth, 
by iiiviting him to Vienna, and amply 
rewaiding his talents, placed him above 
dependance. The piefent Emprefs has, 
rendered him wealthy. He now paffes the 
evening of life, in the midft of the mofl: 
delicious repofe, furrounded by every com- 
fort, eafy in his circumftances, and fecure 
of immoitality as long as poetry and genius 
are admired among men. 

This morning, the Duke of SaxeTefchen 
fet out for Olrautz, accompanied by the 
ArchduChefs his wife, who quitted him at 
the diftance of fome leagues, to return to 
this city . a reparation which did not take 
place, without violent emotions on her 
part.-- It is underftood that he is to com- 
^ vox. I. B B mand 
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mand the army of Mdrana, aided by Maf- 
flial HaddtcL an apppintment probably 
chofcn, as removing bun to a diitance from 
Saxony All the preparations and indica- 
tions of a fpeedy rupture, contmue. Lau- 
dohn, who at length basTiecn created a Fitld- 
MaHhal, is already arrived in Bohemia, 
where the llorm is expeQcd to burft Yet, 
negotiations fhll fubfift, and couriers come 
almoft daily frodi Drefden or Bcrhn, which 
keep alive the hope of peace The Empe- 
ror’s departure is however fuppofed to be 
imminent, after which every rational pro- 
fped of an accommodation mull be at an 
end. We know that the Archduke Maxi- 
milian and Marflial Lacy are to accompany 
him My next letter will be written from 
Ibme part of Hungary 

, POSTSCRIPT 

jf/rtf latH. 

The Emperor went yefterday to jom the 
army > He and ins brother Maximilian 
rofe at four o’clock in the morning, and 


as 
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as foon as it was light, they w^alkcd for 
foine time on thc'rampaits, waiting for the 
Emprefs Qiiccn, in order to take leave of 
her. AVhen flie w'as icady, they lepaircd 
to her apartment, and proceeded together 
to the clidpcl in the palace. There, on their 
knees, tliey palTcd above an hour in prayei*, 
invoking the Divine afliflancc on the Auf- 
trian arms. Elaria Thcrefa w^as extremely 
agitated during the wdiole feivicc j but, 
wdien at the conclulion, flie piepared to bid 
her fons adieu, her grief became too ftrong 
for her frame. She held the Emperor long 
in her arms, fobbed, and, at feparating from 
him, nearly fainted. Jofeph tore himfelf 
from his mother’s embraces, carrying w^ith 
him her parting benediftion. Marfhal 
Lacy is gone wnth them, and they took the 
road to Olmut?, wdicnee they, repair to 
' Prague. I am fetting out for Efterhazi 
in Hungaiy. 
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letter' X v 

J^u^a — ^a^elhnts — ^iatg ^ Hungry — Titrkijb 
kdtjices at huHa — Public Baibs 


^ BcDi, i^Ui, '17^8 

T tIz’Tt' Vienna i. few hours after I had 
coiicluded Biy lift letter, ahd ha-^e been 
alffcidy three dai^ in this Oit^ The con- 
traft between the Htlnganan -ind the AuT- 
tViad capital, is one of the moft ftfJang to 
be conceived Ne!ver were two nanoru 
ftiore SliEimlai' in manners, drefs, and ap- 
pearance, than the German’and the Huh- 
gatian Even the ftipbrlbtion of Vienna, 
A'faJ' emtdohe by that of Buda The firft 
JbjeOr Which I faW from my wiridows, on 
the morning after my arnvaJ, were flagel- 
lants, marchmg flowly through the ftrecta, 
covered with blood, and dragging along 
croDcs of a vift weight, followed by crowds 
-6 of 
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of people. It' was Go6(i Fridays i land 
wdiolc' city TeenJed-to be'* animated by the 
fame {pint of penitential and 'gloodiy'''dd- 
"votion. I could have*^ fancied'' my felfi -at 
Madiid, half a century ago'.' ’Thfe 'flaj^dU 
lants wore hoods or facks'over- theii: fa&s^ 
in Older to conceal them 5 but their hacks’, 
wdii'ch w^ere entirely naked, bore (the 4 ahi- 
guinary marks of the fcourge at every ftep, 
I am* affured that the perfons who inHidt 
on themfelves this voluntary punilhment, 
are 'frequently men of rank, and that the 
practice -is " by no 'means confined to the 
inferior orders. - ' - ’ - - 

It is ’ not my intentibiV to enter on the 
particulaiS of my'joui'^iey through Hun- 
gary. 3 1 flopped for a -few houis at Raab, 
a 'cityj memorable for being the termination 
of the Gttoman.conquefls towards Germany. 
Sultan Amurath the Thiid made himfelf 
ma'fter .of 1 dt, towards the clofe of 'the fix- 
teenth^century ; a period when the Houfe 
-of Auflria,i under the feeble 'government of 
Rodolph 'tHe Second, was funk into the 
, . r i> ' B B 3 moft 
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mijft'jrfjfplorabl^ of political annihir 
J,a4op.' [ ^IVJucli of I tliCi.rpad ito Buda Iits 
pear ^tl}e) b^kipf thc^ Danube, tThich is of 
very confiderable magmtudei It is ftnking 
Ip-^holdlfo pobje ^ pyet floyving majelh- 
cally in Clence, through one of the nchcft 
cguntnes in Europe} hut ajnioft delhtut? 
■ofL^commerufe, piyigatipu, pr population. 
J^fom Raah to this city, a trait of near 
a hundred miles, I faw iqarcely a imgle 
,boat of any kind upon the ftxeam. AH ts 
fohtary and inanimate , unhke the fcenery 
of the Rhine or the Loire, vyhere, at every 
curve of the nver, vdlages, cattles, and 
hahitatipns prcfent themfelVes tq the eye. 
It IS not m the tyranny or incapacity of 
the prefent government, that tve mutt 
feck for the prmapal caufe of this defola- 
tion 1 Hungary, till the accelttomof the 
late Emperor Charles the Sixth, was, for 
more than two centuries, the imoft unfor- 
tunate kingdom of Europe. The provinces 
of the new world were not more cruelly 
■plundered or lavagedi by the Spanilh con- 
querors. 
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tjuerovs, than Hungary was defolated by 
the Tuikifli Sultails. Solyman the Magni- 
ficent and his fucceflbrs, lepeatedly carried 
off the greatci part of the inhabitants into 
fiaTer)^ without diftindion of age, rank, or 
fcx. Completely mafters of the kingdom, 
if e except the royal title and ornaments, 
fcarcely any thing elfe remained to the 
Houfc of Auftria. It is only ninety-two 
years fince the expulfion of the Tuiks 
from die city where I am now writing; 
Charles the Fifth, Duke of Loirain, at the 
head of the Imperial forces, having en- 
tered it at the Breach, in 1686, after a 
long and defpeiate rcfiftance. To the Ot- 
toman devafiations, fucceeded the oppref- 
five tyranny of Leopold and Jofeph the 
Fiift. Perpetual infuneflions, and attempts 
at emancipation, were repreffed with all the 
feverity of arbitrary power. The fcaffold 
of Fpenes, a town of Upper Hungary, 
continued for many months to exhibit a 
feene of blood the moft revolting to human 
natuie, and which has no parallel in mo- 
ll B 4 deru 
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dcm hiftory A great length o£ time, and 
a -wife admimftfeaon, fnftained by the 
judicioUs encouragement of induftry, arts, 
and maaufadiuies, can alone, by their umted 
operaaon, reftore Hungary to its Jult rank 
in the Icale of naaons. ■>' 

Buda prefenta at this ume many cunous 
monuments of the Mahometan tifte, as 
•well iis fuperibaon In the lower town, 
on the very e3ge of the Danube, Hands a 
mofque, with its minaret, in perfe<apre- 
fervaaon, which is now converted into a 
mamifafloryoflalt-pttfe. , TTiongh defaced 
by ame and negleft, it conveys no unfavor- 
able idea of Turkilh architedure. Its figure 
IS an oQagon, and it confhtuted the pnn- 
cipal religious edifice of the city, while 
Buda was under the Ottoman yoke But 
the hot baths,^ from which I am juft re- 
turned are a ftiU more amufing objedt of 
indpedlion It was impoflible not to recol- 
leii, while confidenng them, the defenp- 
{jton given by Lady Wortley Montague, of 
the,bafhs of Sophia ,Men, women, and 
I chddrcn 
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children were bathing ■ promifcuoufly,* or 
lying round the bafon, fti etched in a variety 
of attitudes. The females, though not 
altogether naked, vfere nearly fo^ and the 
greater part excited no fentiment ,, except 
difguft. I faw, ^neveithelefs, among them, 
one' or two toleiably pretty figures'] occu- 
pied in combing each other’s hair. . 

The Turks, while iti pofleffion of Buda, 
feem to have, paid paiticulai attention to 
the confi;ru<^tion and prefervation of the pub- 
lic baths.' They are large, and fiill form a 
principal recreation of the inhabitants, who 
pafs many hours almoft every day, either 
dn bathing, or on' the fides of the bafon. 

. The heat is, ncverthelefs, fo great, occa- 
fioned by the vapor which arifes from the 
water, that it is fcarcely fupportable beyond 
a few minutes. . Eveiy part of the building 
is compofed of ftone, the vaulted loof being 
perforated, with holes, in order to admit 
]:he light. The water, which pouis con- 
tinually into the bafon, through two or 
more channels, ^ is ftrongly impiegnated 
[ with 
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Vitli nuneral qualitiea. Though tht pncc 
paid Tor bathing by the common people, 
which IS only about a halfpenny, cannot 
exclude even the loweft vulgar, yet no dif- 
folutibn- 6f manners is found to arife from 
fuch a promifcuous concourfe of both ftxes, 
in a ftate approaching to nudity The 
baths in the Rafaan or Sclavoman fuburb, 
are fbll hotter than thofe in the Hungarian 
town. Both ment peculiar attenBon, as 
being, I beheve, the only edifictS of the 
kind that exift in Europe, which have been 
conftrufled by the Turks, beyond the limits 
of the Ottoman dominions. 

Every country has had its jicnods of 
comparative felicity, glory, and tranquillity 
The golden age of Hungary, was unquel- 
tionably the reign of Matthias CbrvinuB, 
in the fifteenth century , when Bnda, one 
of the moll polifhed and avilizcd capitals 
in the world, the feat of arts and letters, 
looked down with contempt upon Vienna. 
The Emperor Frederic the Third, dnven 
from that city, and reduced to winder igno- 

miniouDy 
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tninioufly over Germany, beheld his Palace 
occupied by Matthias Corvinus ; who little 
imagined that the Houfe of Auftria, from 
fuch a ftate of depreffion, would fo foon 
eijierge into power and profperity. But, 
■vyith their independence, the Hungarians 
loft their political pre-eminence ; and Buda, 
like Prague, abandoned by its Princes, fuc- 
ceffively funk into the deferted capital of a 
Turkifti or an- Auftrian province. The 
, Archduchefs Chriftina and her hufband, 
rarely or never viftt it: - when not at Vienna, 
they refide at Prefburg, where the infignia 
of the crown are always preferved. Yet, 
the fuperb fituation of Buda^ in the center 
.of the kingdom, and the local beauties, as 
well as advantages of its po'fition, miglut 
well challenge the preference, To-mor- 
TOw I ftiall continue my journey towards 
^chemnitz. 
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jr 13 Ei!I fevenfyimilrs ripnh. fromEuda to 
■*■- the itimes of Sehemtutzi through a wild, 
mountatnous, (Pud m inw))' paita an almnft 
ilmnhpbitfed fountry i The peafants, male 
^apd female, partahe of the Judends of the 
foil, and appear to be in a ftatc of penury, 
or jather of mifery f ery of the women 
had any covering, below the knee, except 
hoots , while the men wfire wrapt in black 
(hoep flans, with the wool outward - Even 
the poftilhons who drove us, had no other 
covenng, and their long moullachios, added 
to their far boanets, gave them the sppeer- 
ance of Tartars, more than of Europeans 
Tlie town of Schemmtz, where I paEed 
three days, in order to iifit the mines. 

Hands 
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ftahds in a valley fmroiinded on,all fides by 
lofty hills. It may be faid to impend over 
a hollow abyfs, the giound on which it is 
built, being eveiy where excavated or un- 
dermined. Even in the midft of the prin- 
cipal market place, there are fliafts or open- 
ings, by which one may immediately de- 
feend many hundred fathoms into the 
earth. ' 

Having put on a miner’s diefs and bon- 
net, preparations which are indifpenfable, 
on account of the water that every where 
drips through the lifliires of the mines; 
I entered them by means of laddeis that 
conduct from one fubterranean gallery to 
another, through palfages fo narrow as 
fcarcely to admit a fmgle perfon at a 
time. Four little boys attended, holding 
lamps. In pioportion as we defeended 
lower into the eaith, the heat perceptibly 
increafed, ’till it became, in fome places, 
alraoft too clofe or fuffocating for refpira- 
tion. Though it was fcaicely eight o’clock 
in the morning when we enteied the mine, 


e 
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■me did not amve before eleven, at “ thd 
“ gallery of the Emperor Francis fo called 
from Its having been conftrufrcd under that 
Prince s reign Here I found myfelf full 
fifteen hundred feet under the opening of 
the higheft; lhaft: This ftupendous cata- 
comb or gallery, which extends in length 
near Cxty thoufand feet, or more than 
feveu Englnh miles, has coll immenfe films 
to make, as well as to repair and maintam, 
the incumbent earth bang every where 
Supported by beams of wood, frequently 
double and tnple. Some hundred thou&nd 
flonns arc annually expended for the pur- 
pofe Below the Emperor Francis’s gallery, 

there arc two other ftones, the deepeft of 
which 18 three hundred feet beneath , but, 
as they contained no particular objefl of 
cunofity, we declined vifiting them In 
no part docs the interior of the mine open 
into caverns or chambers of confiderable 
free , the largclt which I faw, bang fcarccly 
capable of contaming forty perfons a 
point of view m which they arc very in- 
ferior 
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fciior as of admiiation, to the mines 

of Daninora in Snedon. 

Though gold, fihcr, copper, and lead, 
me all found in tlic mines of Schemnit/, 
the hill forms the picdominant metal. 
Their oiiqinal difcovctv is nlmofl; loR in 
the baibarifm and obfeurlty of the middle 
ages; hut, it is indifpuiable that they liavc 
been worked foi ele\cn bundled ycais. 
At this time they find cmplo)ment foi 
near t\vcnt)-fiN thoufand men, \%omcn, 
and children, in the diflcrcnt departments 
or proceffes. An admit able police is main- 
tained ; no criminal or malcfadlor being 
ever fent there, and no female pcimlttcd 
even to entei the mines. Unlike thofe of 
Sveden, Carniola, and many othcis in 
vaiious pints of biiropc, which arc a fort 
of fubtcrrancan colonic®, the woikmcn at 
Schemnit/ ncvei deep below. After fix, 
eight, or twelve hours of labour, they ic- 
mount, and aic icliercd by others. The 
Turks, who were fo long fovcieigns and 
jnaR'ers of the far gieatci pait of Hiingai y, 


never 
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never took poffeffion of Schemmtz, though 
they penetrated to a village only two miles 
diftant Content with evadhng an annual 
tnbilte of fome thouiand florins, they indo- 
lently abandoned the mines to the Auftnan 
Pnnees, 

Nothing can be fo precanous, flufluating, 
and incapable of calculation, as the annual 
profits derived from them to the Crown, 
hecaufe, at moments when the veins of ore 
are mofl; abundant, they fuddenly dilappear, 
and frequently deceive or difappomt the 
guefs of the moft experienced miners. 
About , twenty-three years ago, juft before 
the great war of 1756, they yielded fo 
little, tliat It became a queftion, when all 
the expences attending them were defrayed, 
whether the Emprefs Queen was a gamer 
or a lofcr But, precifcly at thaf time, 
when fhe flood moft m need of pecumaiy 
aid, the workmen difcoiered veins fo nch 
and produaivc, that dunng fome years the 
gains were prodigious, amounting annually 
to feieral railhons of flonns. They have 

fince 
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lince been gradually diinlnifliing, though 
* by no means to fo reduced a degree as in 
1756. At piefent they continue to be 
highly profitable ; and befides employing 
filch numbers of people, bring in a con- 
fiderable revenue to Maria Therefa, The 
Baron de Seeberg, a Tranfylvanian gentle- 
man, who is one of the Intendants, accom- 
panied us through the mines, and furnifhed 
me with the mofl: fatisfadory information 
refpedting them. 

Direding my courfe to Cremnitz, which 
is near twenty miles north, and at no very r 
confiderable diftance from the foot of the 
Carpathian mountains, that divide Hungary 
and Poland, I arrived theie in a few hours. 
The mines of Cremnitz produce only gold 
andfilver exclufively ; neither iron, lead, nor 
copper, being found in them. They fall far 
fhort of Schemnitz in magnitude, as well as in 
value, and importance; only about eighteen 
hundred perfons being confl:antly occupied 
in the yarious departments and of feven 
mines which are worked at this time, two 

VOL. I. c c alone 
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alone produce any confiderable profit. I 
was let down into the mine of St Matthias^ 
one of the deepeft, fitnate^about a mile 
from the town Having been placed on a 
fort of leathern feat, faftened to an iron chain, 
in twelve minutes I found myfelf at the 
bottom , during which time I had defeended 
eight hundred and feventy five Englifb feet. 
I was afterwards drawn up in the famp 
manner The fenfation is^ther pleafing 
than difagreeable, as the confcioufnefs of 
bemg thus fufpended over a darh abyfs, is 
accompanied with a conviftion of the 
abfence of all real danger I traverfed a 
confiderable part of the mine, fometimc? 
walking, at others crawling on my hands 
and knees, or defeendmg from gallery to 
gallery, by means of ladders. The heat 
was more oppreffive than at Schemmtz, 
but the paflages were dry, whereas m the 
former, water oozed or poured down m 
almoll every part of the mine Here I had 
an opportunity of feeing the two fpecies of 
gold ore, the pale and the red, which lay 

feattered 
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Mattered in heaps. The produce ds how- 
ever, if poffible, ‘ftill more precarious than 
at Schemnitz. Two years ago, after every 
expence defiayed, they yielded about eigh- 
teen thoufand pounds fterling; laft year, 
only feven thoufand entered the Imperial 
treafuiy, free of deductions. No certain 
calculations can be made on that head. 

It is near a hundred and twenty miles 
from Cremnitz to Prefburg, through a very 
beautiful and romantic, as well as populous 
part of Hungaiy. Inferior to Buda in 
population and extent, Piefburg is more 
compact, and the buildings are more mo- 
dern. On a very fteep hill, at the extre- 
mity of the city, overhanging the Danube, 
is built the Caftle, which forms the ordinary 
refidence of the' Duke of Saxe Tefchen, 
Governor of the kingdom. The apart- 
ments command an extenfive view over the 
vaft plains of Hungary and Auftria : even 
Vienna may be defcried, at the diftance of 
near five and twenty miles. Below flows 
the riyer, divided into feyeral channels, 

g o 2 and 
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and endofing a number of final! illands, 
covered with wood 

In one of the turrets of the Caftle, are 
kept the Crown and royal ornaments. So 
jealous are the Hurtgarians of their preferva- 
tion, that they cannot be fecn by any perfon, 
unicfs upon a written order from the Em- 
prcfi Queen herfelf Even then, a deputa- 
tion of the nobdity and clergy mud attend, 
for the evprels purpofe No European na- 
tion has nunifefied a more tenacious and 
inflexible fpint of independenee, than the 
Hungarian. None has made more defperate, 
though often meffedlual cForts, to mamtam 
thar pohtical fieedora This remark mull; 
neverfhelefs be underllood of the nobdity 
only , for the people at large are equally 
ftrangers to the theory, and to the praflical 
benefits of liberty It is by concefllon, not 
only to the rights of the nobles, but to their 
prejuditts and national cuftoms, that Maria 
Therefa, dunng more than feven and thirty 
years, has mamtained her influence over 
them In the Hungarians, when dnven 

from 
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from Vienna at the commencement of her 
reign, fhe found the fureft and heft fupport 
of hQv tottering crowns. I could not furvey 
the great hall of the Caftle of Freiburg, with- 
out recolledting that it was the fcene where 
the Nobles unanimoufly drew their fabres, 
exclaiming, “ Our lives and our blood for 
“ your Majefty 1 ” Neither ancient nor 
modern Hiftory piefents any event more 
affeding, or produdive of more important 
confequences. 

In my way to Vienna, about three leagues 
from Prefburg, I viewed the remains of 
the Roman colony of Carnuntum, con- 
ftruded on the fouthern bank of the Da- 
nube, in order to repiefs the inroads of the 
Quadi and Maicomanni. Mounds of earth, 
and one very decayed gateway of Roman 
workmanfhipj maik the fpot. I paffed 
over the ground upon which flood the 
camp of Cara Muftapha in 1683, when he 
befieged Vienna. It covered more than 
two leagues in extent, and -tradition points 
out the precife place where the Vizier’s tent 

c c 3 
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ww ereSed. His igoomnccj tementy, and 
avarice, iaved the Auftrian capital, by al- 
lowing John SobielLi tune to come to its 
relief 

The pohBcal afpeft of aSiurg is not ma- 
tcnally changed fince ray departnre from 
this city, and war Ihll impends, though it 
IS not adhially begun. The great Auftnan 
army is aflembled m Bohenua, and the 
Emperor, who remains at Prague, is occu- 
pied m acceleranng its mouons. Fredenc 
13 m Sileila, at the bead of his forces, ac- 
companied by his two nephews, the Pnnee 
Royal, and the Hereditary Pnnee of Brunf- 
wic. The Eleftor Palatine contmucs to 
preferve a pacific and inglonous neutrahty, 
wliile Saxony is armed and zealous m the 
Pruffian caufc It is pretended that ne- 
gotiations are again opened between Jo- 
feph and the King, for adjufting the points 
in conteft But, if foch be the fafl, we 
arc here in total ignorance of tlicir nature, 
progrefs, or probable refult. The Emprefs 
Qncen is already gone to the palace of 

Schon- 
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ScKonbrun, where fhe may indulge her 
emotions, undifturbed. Vienna itfelf has 
loft much of its gaiety, from the ahfence 
of fo many officers employed on fervice. 
In a few days I ffiall probably fet out for 
Poland ; all means of paffing through 
Bohemia being fufpended by the circum- 
ftances of the prefent cribs. 


i 
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letter xvn 

Journej U Crcuoxo — JfpcH of ibat Ct(^ — 
PaUuej — Riunous Condition tf Cracow — 
P^ijb Drefs — Marna^e F^rvtites — State tf 
Poland, — Enierprtze of Cboify^ and hu C fence 
of the Ccfile f Cracow ^Mtncs ofYieUcxa 

Cuicov, 177? 

A FTER a (lay of near fix months at 
Vienna, I left it on the 24th of May, 
and reached Olmutz the following eremng 
That city, the capital of Moravia, prefentcd 
an mterefbng and animated fcenc, full of 
troops, and prepared againft mvafion 
Every precaution uas been taken for its 
feennty, in cafe of on attack All the con- 
vents are converted into maga^mes or bar- 
racks , the umverfity is rcmoied to Bnnn, 
and the ordinary gamlbn is confidcrably 
augmented I walked round the place, as 
It IS not permitted to mount the ramparts , 
and I am not furpnzed at tlic long refin- 
ance 
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ance wliicli it made, or at the final repulfe 
that Frederic experienced before it, when he 
befieged Olmutz in 1758, juft twenty years 
ago. The river Morau, as well as feveral 
other ftreams that unite near the walls, 
form a continued morafs round the town, 
which renders all regular advances difficult, 
flow, and hazardous. Prince Albert of 
Saxony and 'Marfhal Haddick, who have 
under their command a numerous army, 
will probably protedl it againft any fimilar 
attempt during the prefent fummer. 

Continuing my journey through Auftilan 
Silefia, I ariived at Tefchen, a miferable 
town j vvhence I had only eight leagues 
to Billitz, which, previous to the late parti- 
tion of Poland, formed the limit of the 
Eraprefb Queen’s dominions. The country, 
rich, fertile, and populous, formed a ftriking 
contrail to the towns, in which every fpecies 
of poverty and wretchednefs feemed to re- 
fide. I crofted, beyond Tefchen, the river 
Viftula, ' there a fhallow, toirent, fcarcely 
twelve miles from its fource in the Carpa- 
4 thian 
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tluan mouutaini , and after being detained 
for fcvcral hours at Bdlitz, I entered the Im- 
perial Poland Before the partition of 1772, 
the Palatinate of Cracow ertendcd to the 
frontier of Auftnan Bilefia, hut, Cnee that 
memorable event, Maria Thcrefa’s domi- 
nions are pufhed to the edge of the VUhila, 
and to the fuburbs of Cracow itfelf I had 
flattered myfclf with reaching that aty, 
the evening of the lame day on tihich 
I left Bilhtz, the diftance between the two 
places being only fixty-Cs miles, but, 
about two leagues from Cracow, tbe horfes 
having tired, we were obhged to pafs the 
night in a wood A pcafant, after fomc 
hours, relies ed us from our embarraflment, 
and I arrived early next morning, the 30th 
of May, on the bank of the Viftula, oppo- 
Cte to Cracow CroIGng the nver over a 
loofe floating raft, as it might more pro- 
perly be termed than a badge, after a 
fatiguing journey from Olmutz, I gladly 
found myfelf in a tolerable houfe, kept 
by a Frenchman, on the great fquarc of 

the 
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the antlent capital of this clirmcmbcrctl 
kingdom. 

Cracow cannot he vifited by a flrangcr, 
without exciting, at every ftep, emotions 
of mingled compaf'on and indignation: 
pity, on contemplating the fallen fate of a 
city once fiourilhing, populous, and cele- 
brated; now ruinous and dcfeitcd. indig- 
nation, when we icfic£l on the abjcdl fate 
to which a countiy is reduced, whcie pub- 
lic fpirit is cxtin<51;, the Ciown degraded, 
the Nobility cn (laved, or driven to vrander 
in exile, and its faired pro\inccs divided 
among foieign Powcis. On cntciing Cra- 
cow, every object picfcntcd the image of 
defolation. Houfes, uninhabited and tum- 
bling into ruin, as if recently facked or 
abandoned by an enemy, lliuck me on all 
fidcs. Even in the mod frequented drccts, 
many of the fined buildings are falling to 
decay. The Cadle, %\hich once condituted 
the royal refidcnce of the Polidi Kings, built 
on an eminence at the fouthern extremity 
of the city, partakes of the general de- 

diuCiIon. 
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ftrudion In the apartments, which now 
begm to admit the mclemcncics of the 
weather, are ftill to be feen the devices and 
cyphers of the Sovereigns of the famdy of 
“ Vala,” who governed t’oland for more 
than eighty years, diirmg the laft and the 
precedmg century The walls, as well as 
roOms, bear melancholy telhmony to the 
aQual calamities of the country They are 
full of the marks of fliot and cannon balls, 
difcharged againfl the Caftle, when Cracow 
was befieged by the Ruffians, only ten years 
ago General Apraxin, after a defperate 
refinance, entered it by flonn m Auguft 
1768, putting to tlie fword all who oppofed 
him From the hdl on which it Hands, 
the wew is beautiful, commanding the aty, 
the courfe of the Villula, and the country 
to a great diflance, bounded towards Hun- 
gary by the Carpathian mountains, whofc 
fumnuts arc white with fhow, or loll in the 
clouds 

Within the walls of the Caftle, clofe to 
that part of it which may be denominated 

the 
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the Palace, Hands the cathedral, wheie rc- 
pofe the bodies of’ the various Kings, from 
Sigifmund the Firft, of the line of Jagellon, 
in the fixteenth century, down to Auguftus 
the Second of Saxony inclufively, who died 
in 1733. John Sobiefki is among the num- 
ber; but, to my aftonifhment, he has no 
mbnument ereiled to his memory. About 
a mile out of Cracow, to the north, is like- 
wife another palace, which, though now in 
a Hate of total dilapidation, bears the marks 
of former fplendor. In the gardens, which 
are converted to purpofes of hulbandry, 
and covered with grain, a Tumulus, thrown 
up more than four hundred years ago, by 
Cafimir the Great, King of Poland, at- 
tracted my attention. It is defigned to 
commemorate the fpot where his miftrefs 
is buried. She was a Jewefs, named Either; 
and fuch were her charms, as well as her 
afcendant over the King, that to them 
her countrymen are faid to have been emi- 
nently indebted for the immunities civil 

and 
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and political, tvhich to this day they enjoy 
in Poland. 

National barbanfm, no lefs than poli- 
tical hn^diation, perpetually imprefs the 
inind, on furveymg the afpea of the aty 
from which 1 am writing Till withm the 
laft two ) ears, it was not wholly paved , 
and nothing can be fo evecrable as the 
prefent paving, which fcarccly defeives the 
namp. There is not a llngle lamp in the 
place. No precautions arc ufed to cleanfe 
the ftrefts, which of courfe become in- 
feQjous in fpmmer, and almoft impalT- 
ablc )n winter, ppouts that projcfl from 
every houfe, inundate the palTenger when- 
ever it rains The bndge laid acrofs the 
Viftula, 18 only ? colledbon of planhs, float- 
ing oij the dream , over wlpeh a waggon 
fcarccly ventures tq pafs, ? vifitcd the 
UniverCty yederday Jt is mean, ruinous, 
and deftitutc of every thing reqmhtc for 
the education or indruftion of youth Tii® 
arfenal is converted into a flable , and the 
population of Cracow has dimimflicd with 

Its 
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its grandeur. On numbering the inhabit- 
ants a little time 'ago, they yvere found to- 
fall {hort of ten thoufan4, among whicl^ 
are included a great proportion of beggars, 
or perfons in the la(l ftage of wretchednefs. 
The town of Cahmir, which is a fort of 
defcited fuburb, hill more miferable than 
the city to which it is joined, may contain 
likewife, it is fuppofed, about five thoufand 
perfons, principally Jews ; no individual of 
that nation being permitted to refide in 
Pracow. If we eftimate the whole number 
at fifteen thoufand, we dhall rather exceed, 
than fall fliort of the truth. Yet, this was 
|;he ancient metropolis, and is ftill the fc- 
cond city of Poland in fize, population, and 
extent. 

The Polifii drefs continues here to be 
much worn by perfons of every rank, 
though it infenfibly and annually becomes 
lefs univerfal. At Warfaw, I am afliired 
that it is in a great meafure fupplanted by 
the German modes and manners. There 


IS 
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1! fomething martial, rude, and charaiflenftid 
m the Polifli hahit, which by no means 
difpleafea It hreal^s that tame and infipid 
uniformity of external appearance, which, 
in the courfe of the prefent century, has 
almoll entirely fupplanted the antient na- 
tional diftinSions of Europe The Portu- 
gnerc, the Ruffian, and the Neapolitan, are 
now no longer diftinguilhable from each 
other, and all the former originality of 
garb, svhich difcnminated one nation from 
another, is loft The Poles alone, who hare 
fumred their independence, hare nerer- 
thelefs tcnacioully preferred their former 
habit, which hitherto thd Ruffians have not 
attempted to compel them to renounce 
A “ Piaft,” or gentleman, tlius clothed, 
prefents a ftnking contrail to thofe of every 
other country His head, which he lhaves, 
IS covered with a large fur bonnet He 
wears a Art of huflar’s drefs, with long 
hanging Deei es, a fabre that reaches to the 
ground, and boots. His enormous Mouf- 

tachlos 
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i^ichios complete the ficicc fingularity of 
his figure, and remind us of his Sarmatian 
origin. 

I was wilncfs, two days ago, in a cottage 
not fai from this city, to the reveliy and 
fcfiivity obferved on the marriage of two 
Polifii pcafants. The bridegroom was a 
tall, handfomc young man ; and the in- 
tended bride, though not beautiful, might 
be termed ^e^y agreeable in her pcifon. 
She wore a jacket laced with gold, which 
fitted cxaflly to her fhape ; and while it 
modcftly concealed her neck, betrayed the 
formation of her figuie. Her hair, parted 
on the crown of her head, was ornamented 
with a cap, compofed of gold thread, and 
a gailand of flow'crs. Behind, her hair, 
in great quantity, fell down her back, 
braided with rofe-colouicd ribands. When 
I came into the room, it was filled wdth 
peafants of both fexes, half intoxicated. 
The young bride fupported herfelf againfl 
the wall, wdille her lover, quite unrefirained 
by the prefence of fo many fpcflatort, paid 
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his court to her by every telbinony of 
drunlen and far age plcatlre. He leaned 
againft her, howling, whifthng, finging, 
and hallooing by turns in her ear From 
time to time, he prefented her glaflcs of 
beer, which /he never rcfiifed But, when 
he attempted to take hbcrtics with her per- 
lon, /he affedted to oppo/e his care/Tes, and to 
repulfe his freedom At a little dilhmce was 
feated the bnde’s mother, m a pleating /late 
-of partial inebnation, regarding attentively 
the two loters Round them were feveral 
young men, who attended on the bride- 
groom , and list Poh/h girls m waiting on 
the bnde. They were drelTed cvadtly hhi 
her, having circlets of flowers about their 
heads, and feveral rows of coral round their 
nechs. In the adjoining room, were 1 num- 
ber of pca/imts, male and female, engaged m 
dancmg Tlic men wear enormous boots 
with iron heels, which tlicy llnke conti- 
nually agamfl each other It formed alto- 
gether a moft entertaining exhibition of 
barbarous mirdu 


Such 
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Such is the fubje<2:ed condition of thi? 
city, that its internal protection and police 
Are not entiufted to“the Poles. Catharine 
the Second, who placed Staniflaus on the 
throne, nqt only maintains him in it, but 
extends her matefnal care to every part pf 
his remaining dominions. Her tioops, to 
the humbei of about one hundred and fifty^ 
are quaitered in Cracow, and fubfifted At 
the expence of the inhabitants. Nearly as 
many more, of whom a third pait are Cof- 
facks, difpeifed in the furrounding villages, 
awe the country, and/ maintain the publick 
tranquillity. On the Southern bank of 
the Viftula, not a inuiket-fhot diftant fiom 
^ the fubuibs, wheie the Auftiian Leiritoiies 
now commence, a guaid of their foldieiy is 
Rationed. For, in confequence of the Jate 
partition of , Poland, Cracow, which prp- 
vloufly flood in the midft of the Palatinate 
of the fame 'name, is become a frontier 

j 

place, expofed to hourly infults, v\rhenel^er 
circumftances may impel or induce Maria 

j 

Therefa to caufe her forces to advance fur-r 

ther 
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tier into the kingdom It 13 difficult to 
conceive a tenure mor^recanoua ttan the 
one by which StamflauS contiuuk to hold 
the city, over which, 'm fail, his fupre- 
jnacy is merely nomu'ial In the fuburb 
of Cabinir, there ar^, it is true, between 
one and two hundred Pohfli troops, who 
are paid by and m the fen ice of ibe Rc- 
J)u61ic, not of th^ Crown of Poland. But, 
they cannot a£I, cveept in fubfcrviency to 
the orders of the Ruffian tommandcr, who 
receives his inftruaions from Warfaw, and 
whole plcafure i? paramount to all laws, 
or control of any kind 

During my ftay hetc, I hat c had opportu- 
nities of enquinng every particubir, rcbtit c 
to the celebrated enterpnze of Chariot and 
Choify, who, little more than fix years ago, 
fufpnzed the Gallic of Cracow , and aftcr- 
ewards maintained it for fcvcral months, 
agalnft the whole Ruffian force, llationcd 
m this part of the kingdom Pew attempts 
of a fimilar kind have been more hardy, 
belter concerled, or more fuccefsful The 

detail. 
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tietail, which is not nninterefting, will 
^ convey an idea I^C^he incapacity, as well 
as .puhllanimity, that have diftinguifhed the 
conduct of the confederate Poles, in all 
their' attempts to fliake off the Ruffian yoke, 
and to emancipate their country. -During 
the inteftine troubles and civil wars, which 

s 

defolated this unfortunate kingdom for 
feveral years, fince, the ele'dtion of his pire- 
,fent Majefty -to the Grown ; he has owed 
his p)rotedion and prefervation folely to 
the jVIufcovite troops of his powerful ally, 
Catharine the Second. They entered Cra- 
cow, at the Breach, in 1768; and more 
than fifteen hundred were ftationed here as 
:a regular ganifon, in the commencement of 
the year 1772. At that tim^j'an army 'of 
Poles, confederated under various leaders, 
in order to oppofe the tyranny of the 
Court of Peterfburg, having approached 
the place, encamped fcarcely a league off, 
higher up on the Viftula. In the camp 
were many French Officers, who had either 
been fent to aid the Confederates by the 
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DuXc dc ChoiTeuI, when firft Miniftcr of 
France, or who, of peace, had 

fought fortune and employment among the 
Polc^ 1 j / 1 S ' 

Ot the ndmher wae Nfonfifcur de Choify, 
a man whofe intrdpiaity il-endcrcd him 
't-pablo of conceiving 'and -executing the 
boldctl defign -- Having been appnzed that 
the RulEans, Tlationdd in the Cahle of 
ICracotv, were negligent and carelefs ih 
<their guard, he found means to corrupt a 
iPoIilh fuller, who hved in the fortrefs, 
■and who fupplied the gamfon with pret- 
vifions Encouraged by a promife of re- 
ward,! this man offered to affift the Con- 
federatea m furpnzing the CalUe, and even 
engaged to become their guide He ac- 
,quainted them, that there was only one 
chtrance unguarded, by which they could 
efffdl their defigOj which waa a common- 
fewer, or necsflary, that_ emptied itfclf 
acrofs the wall, on the outfidc of the lull 
Through this channel, it was therefore dc- 
termmed-to make the attempt, and on the 

day 
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day agreed, the fuller facilitated its cxceu- 
lion by giving an\cnicilainincnt, in lionoi, 
as he pictcndcd, of^hc piinivcifary of his 
daughter's birtli. Tlic Ruflian Lieutenant, 
%vho commanded in the forticfs, was in- 
vited to the banquet; and aftci foinc hoins 
of con\ivinl fc{l.i\iiv, was earned oiT fiom 
table, in a Rate of intoxication. The num- 
ber of foldicra Rationed within the CaRlc, 
did not exceed fifty, and many of them 
were in the fame condition w iih ilicii Com- 
mander. 

IMcanwhilc the confederate aimy having 
approached tlic city, on the fecond of Fe- 
bruary 1772 ; Choify, at the head of about 
three hundred followers, favored by the 
night, advanced along the bank of the Vif- 
tula, unpciccivcd, quite under the CaRlc- 
walls. In Choify’s little band, there was 
a )Oung man, called Chariot, a native of 
Fiance, who ha\ ing been reduced, on ac- 
count of his incgulaiilies, to the ncceflity of 
quitting his countiy, had joined tlic PoliRi 
infurgents. He was felcdled to condudl the 
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party dcftincd for the cnterphie , a com- 
miiJjon trhich he undjg/ofc -with alacrity 
Accompanied by about thirty volunleert, 
thiefly FrAilch or Germans, he ftiounted 
the hill, which is cxceeding'ly llcep it that 
Jikce , having prcvioufly turned their coats 
infide ont. 1 Went thia morning, to inlpeS 
the hole, which is ftiU appropnated to the 
fatne life of a common-feWer, and has un- 
dergone no alteration, cveept that over it is 
now laid a grating of iron. But, inflruQed 
by experience, a Ruffian fentinel liounts 
guard perpetually on the fpot, to prevent 
any repetition of the experiment It is 
indeed, matter of furpriie, that fuch a place 
ffiould ever have cfcaped obfervation 

Chariot having entered the fewer firil, 
hi8 companions followed fmgly, it not ad- 
mitting more than one ajireaft After 
■wading for fomc way, up to their armpits, 
they c’fFeAcd their objefl , and as everjr 
inftant was precious, they began by dif- 
patching the fentinel, poUcd at the place 
where they got out of the fewer The 

futicr 
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futler having joined them, Chariot, with 
about fifteen of l^is followers, haftened to 
the Lieutenant’s apartment, which he en- 
tered fword in hand. Waking with the noife, 
the Ruffian officer inftantly difeharged a 
loaded piftol at him, the ball of which 
broke his thigh. He ftaggered back, and 
fupported himfelf againft the wall, while 
his companions difpatched the Lieutenant. 
They then proceeded to put to the fword, 
or to fecute, the remaining part of the gar- 
rifon 5 while others, without lofing a mo- 
ment, opened a little poftern gate, at which 
-Choify entered, with his troop of two hun- 
dred and feventy. 

Being now completely mafters of the 
Caftle, Choify left a fmall number of men 
to guard it, and fallied out into the city, at 
the head of the remainder. So admirably 
had the enterprlze been executed, and 
with fo little noife or difturbance was it 
attended, that the Ruffian forces quartered 
in Cracow, were perfedly unapprehenfive 
of danger, as well as unprepared for refift- 

r ' ance. 
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ance. According to the plan concerted 
between Cliody and th^hiefs of the con- 
federate Poles, It Tfa/ftttlcd, that as foon 
as he had got entire poffellion of the fortrefs, 
he Ihould without delay attach the Mnfeo- 
Tite foldiery polled m the town On their 
parr, the Confederates engaged to make 
themfelves raallcrB of two gates, than which 
nothing could he more eafy, and to fall 
upon the enefny m the rear, who would 
thus have been enclofcd between two fires. 

Choify fulfilled hts part of the agree- 
ment, with equal punQuahty and fuccefs. 
He even advanced with fo much filcnce 
and fecrecy, tfirough the ftrects of Cracow, 
that he got within fifty paces of the grand 
guard, before he was either perceiicd or 
difcovcrcd The Ruffians then beat to arms, 
and repullcd his little troop Under tlicfe 
circumllanccs, totally unfupported, he nc- 
icrthclcfs fuflained the adbon for more 
than two hours, continually retreating, in 
momentary c 71015111100 of being fuccoured 
by the coiifcdcntc forces , but, none nji 
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peaied. On the; contrary, with unparal- 
leled pufillanimit'y',x,they retiied without 
making any effort, and abandoned him to 
his fate. Thus deferted, arid overpowered 
by numbers, Choify fell back, regained the 
Gaflle, and Ihut the gates on the enemy. 
Though deftitute of all affiftance, he de- 
fended himfelf with no lefs bravery thaii 
fkill. It became neceffary to march troops 
'from Warfaw, to the aid of thofe at Cra- 
cow, and the united foices did not fall 
vfliort of four thoufand. Near nine hun- 
dred Ruffians periffied in the vaiious af- 
faults, given during the courfe of the fiege ; 
‘and it was not till near five months after 
'the furprize of the Caftle, that the befieged, 
having totally exhaufted their ammunition 
and provifions, were under the neceffity of 
fubmitting at difcretion. They were lent 
into Siberia, accoiding to the laudable prin- 
ciples of Catharine’s policy, in order to 
deter others from following their example. 
.Choify himfelf was not exempted fiom fo 
-rigorous a punifhment. Chariot being 

rendered^ 
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Fcndered incapable of walking by Tcafon 
of bis wound, remained a pnfoner m tbe 
hands of the Ruffians Itis with pleafure 
I add, that both thofc gallant, but un- 
fortunate gentlemen, together with fome 
others of the french taken m the CalUe of 
Cracow, have Cnee been permitted to re- 
turn to their native country 

Thus terminated an attempt, which, had 
It been properly fuftamed, might have had 
great and important eonfeqncnces perhaps, 
might have at leaft delayed, if not averted, 
the partitioni’of the kingdom, that took 
place immediately aftenvards But, the 
Poles, though cnihuCaflic in their efforts to 
maintain, or to recover the independence 
of their countrv, have always been difi- 
cicnt in judgment, dcfultory in their con- 
duit, and precipitate m their projefls To 
thefe charaflenfbc dcfeils, may in great 
mcafurc be attnbuted their dc/lrmUion. 
Before I quit the fiibjcit of Cracow, T Ihall 
fiibjoin the fate of the futlcr who introduced 
Chariot into the Cade, which is not tlic 

Icifl 
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leafl; Uagkal oi inteiefting paU of tlie nar- 
lation. No foonci* had Ghoify got pof- 
feffion of the forticfs, than his fiifl caie was 
to fend the man away, after rewai ding him 
with a hundred ducats, and enjoining him 
inflantly to leave Poland. The futler 
obeyed, and in a few hours reached Billitz, 
the hrd: town in Auftrian Silcfia, where 
he might have remained in perfed fafety. 
His wife and two children wcic preparing 
to follow him. < But, after fome flay at Bil- 
litz, he had the imprudence to lelurn to 
Cracow in difguife, having peifuadcd him- 
felf that the Ruffians would not dilcover 
him. Being foon recognized, he was con- 
demned to the puniffiment of the ‘‘ Batogs;” 
a mode of execution common in Mnfeovy,' 
which is inflidlcd by flogging or flriking 
the criminal on the back witli a thong, in 
which is contained a piece of lead. Under 
this fentcnce he cxpiicd, the vidim of his 
own folly and temerity, on the very fpot 
where Chariot had been admitted into the 
Caftle. 
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I returned yefterday from vifiting the (a!t 
mines of Vielicza, fitiiatc two leagues off, 
on the fouthera fide of the Viftula After 
being let down by n rope, as in thofc 
of Cremnitii, to the depth of about two 
hundred and thirty feet, nur condudore 
led us through galleries, which, for loftinefs 
and breadth, feemed rather to refcmble the 
avenues to fome fubterranean Palace, than 
paffages cut in a mine. They were per- 
fedtly dry m every part, and terminated in 
two chapels cotnpofed entirely of fait, henn 
out of the folid mafs. The images which 
adorn jhc altars, as well as the pillars and 
ornaments, were all of the fame tranfparent 
matcnals, the points and fpars of which, 
fcflctlmg the rays of light from the lamps 
which the guides held in their hands, pro- 
duced an efieft equally novel and beautiful 
Defcending lower into the earth by means 
of ladders, I found myfclf in an immenfe 
hall or casern of fait, many hundred feet m 
height, length, and dimenfions, the floor 
and fides of which were cut svith evan re- 
gularity 



COURT or BERLIN, etC. 415 

gularlty. A thoufand perfons might dine 
in It without inconvenience, and the eye 
in vain attempted to trace, or to define its 
limits. Nothing could be more fublime 
than this vaft fubterranean apaitment, illu- 
minated by flambeaux, which faintly dif- 
cover its prodigious magnitude, and Teave 
the imagination at hbeity to enlaige it in- 
definitely. After remaining about two 
hours and a half under ground, I was 
drawn up again in thiee minutes, with the 
greatefl: facility. 

The mines of Yielicza, if confidered as 
objedls of curlofity, afforded me higher gra- 
tification than any which I have vifited in 
Europe. They have been aheady worked 

above five hundred years, and appear to be 

\ 

inexhauftible ; more fait being found in 
them than can poflibly be fold, though 
they fupply all Poland with their produce. 
It is fcarcely mixed with any extraneous, 
metallic, or eaithy pai tides, in the places 
where the w'^oikmen principally dig. They 
have in fadt little more trouble than merely 

to 
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to collcfl, pound, and put it into barrels. 
Only four hundred and thuty-five men ate 
employed at this urtie, but in winter they 
amonnt to double the number At ^'lelicza, 
as in Hungary, they never deep below , 
the borfes alone, about fifty of which are 
ufually in employment, remammg con- 
ftantly under ground No woman is al- 
lotved to defeend into the mines , a regu- 
lation of great propnety All the Intep- 
dants and Overfeers are Germans the 
miners are umvcr/ally natives of Poland. 
They enter at four o clock in the mormng, 
and continue tdl the fame honr m the 
afternoon, -when they are drawn up and 
relieved by others In depth, the nunes of 
Vieheza fall far Ibort of thofe at Schemmtz, 
being no where above twelve hundred feet 
below the furface of the earth. But, they 
are m every refpeO: far caficr of accefe , and 
the air, which I found fo oppreffive m the 
Hungarian, was cool and plealant m the 
Pohfli mmes 
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^Their lofs to the Republic is not ‘ to be 
eftimated ; and' as they conftituted a chiof 
fource of the royal revenues, having always 
been part of the domain of the Crown, the 
prefent King muft doubly feel the defal- 
cation of fuch a fource of national wealth, 
Maria Therefa and her fon feem to be fully 
aware of the value, as well as importance of 
the acquilition. Vielicza fell to their Ihare, 
in the memorable partition of this country, 
fix years ago. Every precaution is now 
taking, in order to fecure it ; riot againft 
the Confederates j for thofe miferable com- 
binations are completely quelled, and Po- 
land, from one extremity to the other, is 
fubjugated under the Ruffian defpotifm: 
but the Court of Vienna juftly dreads a 
more formidable enemy. Cracow and 
Vielicza are not far removed from the fron- 
tiers of Silefia ; and Frederic, whofe atten- 
tion is ever active, may eafily make an ir- 
ruption into Poland. The Viftula would 
form no fufficient barrier againft his inroads. 
Batteries are therefore ei citing, ‘‘ Chevaux 
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